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RED CICOSS 


Method of Salvation: 


88. H E Way and Method of God's 
/ working upon Men to fave 
them eternally, is to' be at- 
: tended according 'to the de-- 
33. pendance ,which .one.-part of 
" #%& | that Bieſſed Undertaking has 
AXNPNELASS upon another, asthe Holy Scri- 
' .Ptureſets it forth; and that partly in the Account 
which it gives of the nature of the ſeveral imprefit- 
-ons made upon the Soul in order to its Ultimate 
Happineſs ; and partly in theExamptes of Perſons 
whole Converfon to God, and Progreſs towards 
Heaven 1s:therein reported. And though it pleaſes 
God to glorify his manifold Wiſdom as to. Cir- 
cumſtances, "Time, and Meaſures, in this, as'in 
all his Works, yet uſually he obſerves the ſame. 
Order in his Saving Operations on the Souls of 
men z .as AMazr:4. 28, 29.. And hereunto the or- 
dinary Experiences of the People of God bear 
witneſs. | 
In handling this Method, we may obſerve, 
r. The Degrees or Steps by which .a Soul' is 


broughe tnto the eſtate of Salyation, z. e." tilt he 
Þelieves inf Feſus' Chriſt, © _.. mn 
TAN B £. The 


2 The Method of Salvation. 
2. The Moments of his Progreſs in Grace till 
he comes to Glory. 


x. Of the former. | 

The Firſt Step or Degree, is, 

A ſerious and ſolemn Conſideration which the 
Sinner takes of his own Eitate in reference to 
God. When it pleaſes God in his great mercy to 
take hold on a Sinner that he may bring him 
home to himſelf, he makes choice of ſome fit 
time and means to preſs him upon a fad and ſe- 
Tious thoughtfulneſs of his Eternal Condition, 
and the preſent ſtate of his Soul in reference to it. 
Exek.18. 14,28, He conſiders, and turns — "This is 
the firſt good tidings we hear of a Sinner, He 
confiders. Sinners of themſelves are wild and 
careleſs Creatures, forgetting God and their own 
Souls; Pal. go. 22. Now confider this ye that for- 
get God, &c. And fo God complains of the 7- 
raelites, Tia. 1. 4. My people doth not conſider. They 
are raſh and heady in their ways, not thinking 
foberly what they do, nor what is like to be the 
end of 'it, Fer. 8. 6. But when God undertakes 
the faving of a Soul, he takes him aſide, and 
makes him lay his hand as it were upon his hearr, 
and bethink himſelf where-about he is, which 
way he is a-going, and what is like to be his 
latter end. 

Here-obſerve, rx. How the Sinner is brought 
to this Conſideration : And 2. How he proceeds 
In It. 


' 7. That which puts the Soul upon this Conſi- 
deration, is firſt and principally the Word of 
God, the grand Inſtrument and \Engine in the 


whole work of Salvation, whereby. he calls. all 
MEN 
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The Method of Salvation. 2 
men every-where , and commands them to re- 
pent. Thus ſaith the Lord , Conſider your ways. 
And by thus faying,he makes men conſider them. 
It is the Word, that awakens the ſleepy Souls of 
ſecure Sinners, and makes them look about them. 
It is the Word, that makes them remember God 
and themſelves, and enquire how the Cafe ſtands 
between him and them ; and without its admo- 
nition they never go about this Work to any pur- 
poſe. The Nations that have not the Word 
made known to them, forget God , and forget- 
ting him, can never take any effe&tual cognizance 
of their own Eſtate in reference to him. 

2. Secondarily, and under the Word, there are 
divers things that God uſes as means to induce 
men to this Conſideration of their Spiritual Eſtate, 
according to his own good pleaſure. Sometimes 
a ſharp AﬀMi@ion makes the Patient conſider, 


how he has offended God, and how unable he is 


to bear his diſpleaſure, but in thofe touches of his 
Hand which he now feels; and conſequently how 
miſerable he muſt needs be, if all his Wrath ſhould. 
break out upon him. Thus God feals Inftruftion 
to the Sinner by his afftictive Providence, F-b 33. 
16. and makes him when bound in thoſe Cords, 
to ſtudy and ponder thoſe things, which while he 
was well, he }jittle regarded. — Sometimes the 
Sinner is put upon this Conſideration by obſer- 
ving the Complaints which others make, and the 
Fears which they expreſs about the Eſtate of their 
Souls. For, thinks he, if theſe men be in ſuck 
danger, it's good for me to look about me 3; —- 
Sometimes, vea very often, the Care and Dili- 
gence of Godly men to work out their Salvation, 


. induces Sinners that obſerve it, to remember 


themſelyes, and take their own Eſtate into con- 
B 2 ſideration. 
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tideration. If fo much care and pains be necef- 
{ary to the ſaving of a Soul, then fure it concerns 
me to be careful for my ſelf. I have a Soul to 
fave as well as others; and if the faving of a 
voul requires fo much: attendance, it will be ill 
for me to neglect it, ſays the hitherto-ſecure and 
inconſiderate Sinner : Fhus Parents , Maſters , 
Neighbours, by following cloſely the Work of 
cheir own Salvation, may do much towards the 
Converſion of their Children , Servants , and 
Neighbours. And there are ſome Remarkable In- 
*tances of this kind that might be here inferted, 
but for the ſtudy of brevitv. 

2. Now for the manner and order of the Soul's 
proceeding in this Cor/ideration, it admits of 
much variety. Burt according to the Condition 
of the Subject-matter, and the End whereto ſuch 
Conſideration ferves, t may be briefly thus 
ſtatzd : 


7. The Soul conſiders what the Law of God 
requires of Man, and how he has tranſgreſt and' 
broken it ; what exa&t Holineſs and' Purity God 
demands of him, and how far he has fallen ſhort 
of it in thought, word, and deed. Lam. 3. 40. 
Tet us ſearch and try our ways, and turn. In order 
t a true Converſion, the Sinner muſt examine 
Nis ways, and conſider where, and how they 
have been faulty ; which he can never do, but 
Dy comparing them with that Rule which God 
has given men to walk by : He muſt enquire by 
the direction of the Law what he has not done 
that he ſhould have done ; and what he has done 
gontrary to it : There is no returning to God. 
all a man be duly informed of his departing 
tem him; nor any-elear underſtanding of- thats 

DUE. 
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but by a ſerious and ſevere comparing of his Irie 
with the Law. For by the Law is the knowledge 
of Sin. Thus men come to know themſelves to 
be Offenders, and to have dilpleaſed and provo- 
ked God. Bur here uſually the Sinner's thoughts 
are very much confined to fome one fin or other, 
in which he apprehends himfelt eſpecially to have 
offended : As the Fews in A&#: 2. had their Eye 
eſpecially upon thar ſin of their Crucifying the 
Lord of Life, as indeed well they might, ic 
being beyond exprelion heinous. And the 
Jailor, As 16. was doubtleſs efpecially mindful 
of his Cruelty to the Apoſtles the evening before 
his - Converſion. -—- Yea, 'tis oblerved yet far- 
ther, that many times the Sin that moſtly takes 
up the thoughts' of ſuch a Soul art firft, is fome 
fin that has lets of malignity again{t God in ir, 
than many other which the Party has been guilty 
of, as Lying, Sabbath-breaking, Diſubedience to 
Parents, or ſome external a&t of Sin in whicn 
he has been more carried by his fenfual inclina- 
tion, than maliciouſly wicked. 

2, He conſiders the ſevere Judgment of God 
denounced apainft Sinners, and his own concern- 
ment in it. The Word favs, The ſoul that ſms ſhall 
dye, and makes Eternal death the wages of everv 
ſin, Rom. 6. Yea, the Word declares all men by 
| Nature dead in treſpaſſes and tins, and children 
of wrath; and hereupon the Sinner reaſons thus 
with himſelf, Is there not a reality in thete 
Threatning words ? And do they not take cffe& 
upon Sinners according to the plain ſenſe and im- 
port of them ?. What may I think then of my 
felf? Am TI iiable to all this danger, or have any 
fence againſt ic? If I ſhould now dye,. as I know 
not how ſoon I may, what were like to come of 
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me? If I be under the force of theſe Threatnings, 
wo unto me! And what have I to plead againſt 
them 2? If I was by Nature a Child of wrath, 
how got TI out of that condition, or am I yet in 
the gall of bitterneſs and bands of iniquity ? 
Thus che Soul ſtudies and examines his own eſtate. 
And this is the Firſt ſtep towards Converſion ; 
Corſuderation. 


The Second ſtep or degree of this work is, a 
ſtrong Conviction of a miſerable and periſhing 
Eſtate. But before we come directly to conſider 
that work, we muſt take notice of ſome hin- 
drances or diverſions, by reaſon of which many 
men are taken oft, even at the firſt ſtep, and ne- 
ver come to a ſound Conviction at all, and others 
are long e're they come at 1t. 


1. Some grow weary of the unpleaſant work 
of Self-Conſt=eration , and let it fall before ever 
they have brought it to any Convincing iſſue. 
This is very ordinary with Perſons a little ſhaken 
under a Sermon, or griped by Conſcience under 
an Aftidtion, or ſcared with the thoughts of 
Death, to ask the Queſtion, Whart eſtate they are 
in 2 But cheSubje& being very ungrateful to Na- 
ture, they never ſtay their Studies upon it, to bring 
it to any determinate concluſion : As Pzlate asked, 
What is truth? But would not ſtay to hear the 
Anſwer. They tranſlate their thoughts to other 
matters, as being loath to endure the pains of a 
thorough Examination of themſelves 
__ 2. Fromthe Conſideration of themſclves, ſome 


turn aſide to the ſurvey of others whom they 


think to be as great, or greater Sinners, and fa 
content themſelyes in hope to fpeed as well as 
| | 3 they. 
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they. They obſerve many as bad as they, or 


worſe, who yet are confident of a fafe eſtate ; 
yea, they are knowing Perſons, and likely to un- 
derſtand their own condition as well as any; 
they are Learned men, it may be, Miniſters, that 
of all others ſhould ſee if there be any danger in 
their way ; and beſides they are well thought of 
generally by their Neighbours, and few or none 
ſeem to queſtion their eſtate : Why then ( ſays 
the a-little-ſtartled Sinner ) ſhould I further dif- 
quiet my ſelf with ſad and doubtful apprehenſi- 
ons of my condition ? I fee no probability but I 
may ſpeed as well as thouſands that are round 
about me; Ill even take up and run the com- 
mon hazard of my Neighbours, and of Mankind 
in general. 'Thus Conſideration is many times 
obſtructed and falls ſhort of a found Convi- 
ction. | 

But where God goes on with the deſign of 
Saving a Soul, he holds the Mind cloſe, and keeps 
it. from the vain ftudy of other things and Per- 
ſons, till he has made the Sinner plainly ſee him- 
ſelf Wretched, Miſerable , and Periſhing ; and 
that is the ſecond degree of this work, which 
comes now to be conlidered. 

This Convifion is the proper effe&t of a well 
proſecuted Self-conſideration, and the concluſion 
naturally iſſuing from theſe twa premiſes well at- 
tended ; 1. The demands of the Law from every 
man.. 2. The Judgment of God againſt every 
Offender ( of which before ). He that well con- 
liders theſe, and duly applies to himſelf as his 
own concernment, muſt needs underſtand hun- 
{elf to be in a periſhing eſtate, without the uſe 
of ſome proper and ſufficient Remedy. Thus 
the Prodigal was kept pondering his condition 9 
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he perceived himſelf periſhing for hunger, Luke 
IF. 17. When he came to himſelf, --— he had 
been ranging abroad from himſelf as well as from 
his Father's houſe, and unmindful of his greateſt 
concernments ; where he was, which way he 
was going. and what was like to come of him, 
was none of his ſtudy all this while : But now ar 
length he returned home to himfeif, and took his 
own eſtate into a ſober conlideration ; upon 
which he found plainly that he was like to dye 
for want of Bread, I periſh for hung.r. — So the 
Fews, Aﬀﬀs 2. were held under the ſad thoughts 
of what they had done and defzerved. till they 
were prevced at the heart ; that 1s, they found them- 
felves dead men, as a man that is {tabb d tothe 
heart, for whom there is, as we uſe to ſay, but 
one way. — 'This account aifo the Apoſtle gives 
of himſelf, Rom. 7. 4. That when the commandment 
came, ſim revived, and he died; he perceived that 
vigor and Soul-deſtroying power of fin in him- 
felf, which he was not aware of. before, and 
plainly ſaw himſelf a dying man, Spiritually un- 
done and periſhing. —- The like work we alſo 
{ee in the. Jailor, 4s 16. What muſt I do to be 
ſaved? That word ( to be Saved ) plainly im- 
plies a ſenſe and deep Conviction of a loſt eſtate, 
that he was at preſent an undone man. Thus the 
poor Sinner hangs, as it were, over the mouth of 
Hell -in his own apprehenſion, and ſees nothing 
more likely than that he ſhould preſently fall into: 
it ; he plainly hears the Law threatniag him with 
Death Erzrnal, ſees God frowning. upon him, 
and deſtruction ready: to ſwallow him up; he 
that a few days ago thought himlſclt :as fafe and 
25 much.in favour with God as any in the world, 
inditmay be, was fecure of Soul-concernments, 
5 | never 
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never troubled himſelf with thoughts of Eternity, 
and cook itfor a point of folly, anda beginning of 
madneſs in other men,to diſturb their minds with 
fear of Hell and Condemnation, is now become 
a miſerable and periſhing man in his own Judg- 
ment, and of all men alive the moſt likely to be 
Damned Eternally. 


The Third ſtep or degree of this work is, a 
Soul-Aflicting Humiliation, a work made up of 
terror and ſorrow under the apprehenſion of the 
wrath of God, and the ſenſe of a periſhing 
eſtate. A deep ſorrow and anguiſh of Spirit, 
ſeizing upon the Sinner under the Conviction be- 
fore ſpoken of. This work is commonly called 
Legal Repentance, becauſe ir is a deep ſorrow 
and trouble about ſin, depending upon that ſenſe 
which a man has of his condemnation under the 
Law : But though it be not that forrow which is 
called Godly ſorrow, yet no man attains the true 
Spirit of Godlineſs, till firit he has had a taſte 
of this forrow. | 

This is ſo natural and neceſſary a produt of 
Convittion , that no man can totally eſcape it, 
that has once known what 'tis to be convinced 
of Sin and Miſery. —- And yet there is one 
way that Perſons ſtrangly convinced of the evil 
-and danger of their eſtate have to divert them-: 
ſelves from that prefling trouble and anguiſh which 
is uſually the effe&t of a found Convidtion, and 
that is, an hope of being brought over into a bet- 
ter eftate hereafter, though they are now in ſuch 
a condition as wherein to dye, were certainly to 
go to Hell, yet they hope they ſhall have the Grace 
at one time or other e're they dye, to return to 
God, and make their Peace with him. _ The 

T7 Exam- 
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The Method of Salvation: 
Example of Felix is very appoſite, who :being 
convinced of his bad eſtate fo far, as that he fell 
a trembling under Pau! Dodtrine, yet ſhifted off 
his trouble by adjourning his cares to another 
time, and ſtopped the mouth of his Conſcience 
by promiſing the Apoſtle a further Audience , 
Adﬀs 24. 25. Some Perſons are ſo much con- 
vinced that they are in an evil and periſhing eſtate, 
that they will not ſtick to ſay, They think verily 
if they ſhould dye as they are, they ſhould be 
damned, and periſh without - remedy : And yet 
they are very little troubled at the matter, becauſe 
they hope they ſhall turn to God, and get Peace 
with him yetin time to come. 

But where God undertakes the great work of 
Salvation, Conviction is always attended with a 
deep Humiliation, and Contrition of Spirit ; as 
the Fews in A&s 2. were pierced to the very 
heart, wounded, though not to death, yet to ex- 
rremicy of pain; a wounded ſpirit who can bear 2 
And the Terrors of God fell ſo vehemently upon 
the Jailor, A#s 16. that he could not forbear 
trembling (though a man of a Spirit ſturdy and 
rugged enough) till he had received ſome infor. 
mation about the way and means of obtaining 
Life eternal. 1 periſh for hunger, ſaid the poor 
Prodigal ; O fad and doleful ſpeech! thelanguage 
of an aking heart you may be ſure. Yea, Judas 
himſelf proceeded thus far towards Converſion, 
when he was Convicted,he repented with a Legal 
Repentance, as *tis commonly diſtinguiſhed ; a 
Repentance wherein the Soul is troubled and tor- 
mented about Sin , under apprehenſion of the 
wrath of God. 

This Humiliatian and Anguiſh of Spirit doth 
proceed eſpecially upon : ; 

| | I. The 


1. Theapparent danger of the Wrath to come: 
The Poor Sinner looks upon himſelf as already 
Sentenced for Hell, and it torments him before- 
hand, to think how ſoon he may be thrult into 
it , {o that he is always crying, Wee, woe, to 
himſelf, in thoughts of dying in that eſtate. 

2. The Remembrance of the ſins whereby he 
has brought himſelf into that eſtate: It's a tor- 
ment to him to conſider, that for ſo vile and baſe 
a thing as Sin is, he ſhould make himſelf ſo mi- 
ſerable ; as the Fews in Lam. 5.16. Woe unto us that 
2e have ſinned. And the more pleaſing any fin 
has been to him, the greater pain 1t ts to him to 
reflect ypon it; he is out of all patience with 
himſelf, to think how fooliſh, how bruitiſh, and 
how like a beaſt he has been before God, even in 
thoſe things he thought a little while ago he did 
gallantly, and wondred at thoſe that run not 
' with him into the fame exceſs. 

3. Conſcience of his refuſing Counſel, and 
neglecting Opportunity to take a better courſe 
now he remembers what warnings he has had, 
and how he has often been called upon and ear- 
neſtly entreated by God and man to fly from the 
wrath to come, and avoid the miſery into which 
he ſees himſelf now falling, and ſtill refuſed to 
be perſwaded, and was as the deaf Adder that 
ſtops her ears againſt the voice of the Charmer, &c. 
The calling over of theſe things makes the poor 
Sinner a burthen and a terror to himſelf. See 
how Solomon repreſents it in Prov. 5. 11, 12, 
17 #4 = 


This then is the Third ſtep of this great work, 
a ooul-Afflicting Humiliation. This is the _ 
| O 
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of men weary and heavy laden, as Mat. rr. 
This is that Spirit of bondage of which the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks Row. 8. Thar Spiritual ſickneſs which 
makes men feel their need of a Phyſician ; that 
wound atthe heart, which puts men upon enquiry 
What they ſhall do to be ſaved : Which is next to be 
attended. 


The Fourth Step or Degree of this work is, a 
ftudious Conſultation, about a Recovery. When 
a man is thorowly convinced of his miſery, and 
affected with ſorrow for it, it is proper for him 
to enquire what courſe he may take, to get out 
of the evil eſtate which he-is in, and eſcape the 
miſery which he expects. 

Bur yet ſome Conviced Perſons, and Perſons 
deeply affected with a Legal Humiliation , fall 
ſhort of this Step towards Converſion, and never 
come to any ſerious Enquiry after the way and 
means of Salvation. Such are they, who ſeeing 
themſelves undone, and apprehending the wrath 
of God ready to come forth againſt them, imme- 
diately fall into a deſpairing ſorrow, and conclude 
peremptorily againſt themſelves, that there is no 
help for them -— Thus Cam, when he heard his 
judgment, F:il preſently into a fad and forrowful 
conlideration of the evil that was now invading 
him, till he had made it, in his own opinion im- 
potiible for his wound to be healed, his iniquity 
to be forgiven ; never enquiring in the leaſt how 
he might ger out of the unhappy eſtate into 
which he was fallen, but finking in his Sorrows 
wichout any further queſtion. | 

But where God proceeds in a deſign of ſaving 
a poor Soul, when once he has brought him to 
an humbling Conviction of his ſin and miſery, he 

puts 
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ptifs him upon a ſerious enquiry after the way. 
and means of his recovery : So the Fews, Adts 2. 
Men and Brethren what ſha!l we do? and the Jailor, 
A&s 16. Being deeply ſenſible of the evil of their 
preſent eſtate , they ſearch diligently for ſome 
way and means to get out of it; as the Unjuſt 
Steward, when he faw that he ſhould be turned 
out of his Office, fell preſently a: conſidering what 
courſe was to be taken; that he might not periih 
25 he was now like to do, for want of houſe and 
harbour, Luke 16. 3. What ſhall FT do ? This Con- 
ſultation is managed with ſome variety ; Some- 
times the affrighred Soul confines his terror to: 
himſelf, and takes counſel with his own heart, as 
P/al. x3. 2. which is never like to come to any 
good concluſion ; ſometimes he. ſets to reading 
Scripture, and other good Books. And though 
this be indeed. the way to get.-information, yer 
many there are, who in this diſtreſs, for want of 
Skill to underſtand what they read, perplex them- 
ſelves more, inſtead of finding out the proper 
cure for their diſeaſe. But, generally, where the 
work gocs on to good effect, it pleaſes God to di- 
rect ſuch Souls to ſome able Miniſters, or experi- 
enced Chriſtians, to whom, though ſhame and 
fear may for a time reſtrain them, they at length. 
open their griefs, and ſtate the caſe of their Souls, 
earneſtly purtuing the great Queſtion, har ſhal 
we do? 


' The Fifth Step or Degree of this Work is, An 
heedful and humble Arrendance on the Doctrine 
of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt contained in the 
Goſpel ; as 'tis ſaid of Ly«a, ſhe attended to the 
chings that were ſpoken by Pay/. And what was 
the Sum of his Doctrine every where, we know, 
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viz. That which alone gives a ſatisfying Anſwer 
it to the Queſtion, What muſt I do to be ſaved? 
#0 This is the next Step toward Converſion and 
| | | Salvation, after Conſultation had about the way 
T898 to eſcape the wrath of God, But as there are 
42378 many conſidering Souls that never come to any 
307 full Conviction, and ſome convinced, who yet 
391 are never foundly kumbled ; vea, many proceed 
ann as far as a Legal Repentance and Humiliation, 
| and yet never come to any ſerious Enquiry : So 
there are many that conſult with themſelves, and 
i may be with others, for and about a Remedy for 
their bad Eſtate, and yet never attain fo far as to 
Ii | sive any heedful Attention to the Dodrine of the 
1} | Goſpel, as that which propounds the only way of 


like for dying Souls. 


1. Some pitch upon falſe Remedies, and heal 
the Wound lightly, as the Prophet ſpeaks, being 
deceived by their own hearts, or miſled by erro- 
neous and unskilful Teachers. And the Rock 
that men here ufually ſplit upon, is an opinion 
that they may ſatisfy God, and fave themſelves 
by their own works, by amending their Lives, 
breaking off from former Sins, and taking up ne- 
gleted Duties, emancipating themſelves to the 
M | Law, as the Prodigal hired himſelf to the Citi- 
i | Zen, in hope to recover favour with God, and 

| eſcape his Judgment, by reformation of their 
Lives. Now they fall ro praying, hearing of 
Sermons, reading of Scripture, and other good 
Books ; they forfake their bad company, and teave 
off their licentious courſes, and ſo pacify their 
Conſciences, choke their Convictions, and drain 
AH up their Sorrows, till at length all their trouble 
Ti being ſuppreſſed, they grow ſecure again, and by 
[ |- degrees 
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degrees return to their old courſe ; or elſe (which 
makes their caſe leſs hopeful ) having accuſtomed 
themſelves to a form of godlinefs, take up with 
that, and run the ſtage of Hypocrites.—Ir is in- 
deed their Duty to reform their Lives, and high 
time, When they ſec themſelves periſhing for Sin : 
But to reſt in'that Reformation as the price of 
their Acceptance with God, is that wherein they 
ſeduce themſelves to their own ruin, if God do 
not graciouſly ſeize upon them, and give them 
another ſhaking, to bring them back into the 
way. 
<f Others, after ſome Conſultation had with 
themſelves, and ſometimes with others alſo , fall 
into incurable Deſpair. They can deviſe no Re- 
medy for themfelves, and therefore they verily 
think there is none; or they have good counſel 
offered them 'by thoſe they adviſe with, but un- 
derſtand it 'not aright ; or they ask advice of thoſe 
that are unable to direc them, or careleſs of their 
fad condition ; which was the cafe of Fu4zs, he 
conſidered - his eſtate, was convinced of his fin, 
and the deſerved puniſhment of it ; he was deep- 
ly humbled, and proceeded to confultation. But 


this was his unhappineſs, he opened his caſe to 


thoſe -that had no compaſſion for him, no, not 
when he profefled himſelf tormented in Con- 
{cience with the pains of that ſin into which they 
had hired him, Mat. 27. 4. What s that to us ? [ee 


\ thou-to that. Poor Fudas ! He had betrayed his 
| Lord,-and could not go to him-for comfort ; he 
| had forfaken the Diſciples, and could not look 

| theminthe face: To whom ſhould he berake him- 


felf for advice in ſo great a diſtreſs, when he ſaw 
the wrath of God ſmoking-againſt him, and ready 
t© confume him, but to the Priets, whoſe office 

tc 
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it was to inſtruct the People, to have compaſſion 61 
the ignorant, and thoſe that are out of the way, Hebr. 
5: 1, 2. and who were ſo greatly concerned in 
his fin? but they rejected him, and left him periſh- 
ing in his deſpair. Unhappy Souls, who under 
the Terrois of the Almighty fall into the Hands 
of ſuch hard-hearted Confelſors ! 

But where the work of Salvation goes on, the 
Enquiry ſpoken of before, never ceaſes till the 
Sou! fers it ſelf down under the teaching of the 
Goſpel, as God ſome way or other provides it 
for him, and hea:kens diligently to the propoſals 
therein made to Sinners for Salvation ; fee A&s 
II. 14. with A&s 10. 33. Now he hears the Go- 
ſpel after another manner, and reads it with ano- 
ther attcation than heretofore ; watches and ob- 
ſerves every word that falls from the mouth of 
God, as Benhadad's Servants watched the words of 
the King of T7ael ; that if any argument of hope 
were oftcred, they might be ſure to lay hold on it. 
O how ſtill were the Fews, and how cloſely at 
rentive to Peter's diicourſe! 4&s 2. while he was 
preaching the Gofpel to them, after they had pro- 
pounded to him that weighty queſtion,”/bat ſhall we 
do ? Now the Sinner will not miſs a Sermon that 
he may hear, nor loſe a Sentence for want of 
heed taking, that he may fee if there be anv hope 
for ſuch a one as he is: Every one ( fays our Sa» 
viour ) thar hath heard and learned of the Father, 
cometh to. me, John 6. 45. Now is the Soul of 
whom we are ſpeaking, hearing the Father, what 
offers he makes of his Son to poor Sinners, and 
what encouragement he gives them. to come to 
kim and truſt in him. And if he do but under- 
ftand and learn what he hears, it will be wel} 
with him. 7 

The 


| of Salvation. 
| properly tobring the Soulto a belief of it, there 
| being ſuch evidence of a Divine Authoricy and 

. Majeſty in it, as ſtrongly demands the credit of 


| calling Chriſt rhejr Saviour, than of calling him 
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The Sixth ſtep or degree of this work is, Be- 
lief of the Goſpel , an hearty Afent to the word 
Attention to the Goſpel ſerves 


him that ſeriouſly attends ic. But even in this. 
place alſo, there is danger of obſtruction or diver- 
ſion to be heedfully obſerved : Men that do at- 
tentively conſider the Goſpel, are yet in danger 
to be turned aſide. Firſt, 

By D#sbelief. The Goſpel is fo great a Myſte- 
ry, and Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt fo ſtrange, and 
ſo unlikely a thing to the judgment of Fleſh and 
Blood , that the poor affrighted Sinner cannot 
bring himſelf to believe,that there is any ſuch way 
and means of Life as the Word propounds, tho 
it may be he never doubted of ic before; while 
az yet he never underſtood the evil of his own 
eſtate, nor whar-an hateful thing a Sinner is. That 
which he never queſtioned before, he now looks 
upon as hard to be believed : That Jeſus Chriſt is 
ready and willing to ſave Sinners, eſpecially fo 
great a Sinner as he accounts himſelf to be; and 
this incredulity will be his deſtruction', if help' 


come not in from Heaven againſt it. 


2. By Mzx&belief. A, man may attentively hear 


6r read 'the Goſpel, and yet be far from under- 


ftanding it; 'As-the Emnuch ſaid , How can TI 'tn- 
derſtand, except” have [ome one to guide me ?' Some” 


take Redemption-to be more extenſive than it is, 
and think it enough to entitle them to Salvation, 


that they are Sinners, becauſe Chrift died to fave 
Sinners. Thus many make no more doubt of 


G the 
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the Saviour. Others again miſtake the 
other way, and think ſome Sinners to be excluded 
from Salvation (eſpecially ſuch as they take them- 
| ſelves to be) though they come never ſo heartily 
to Jeſus Chriſt to ſeek it. And indeed there are 
many ſuch Souls, as haye been hitherto deſcribed, 
that fall into this Error, and by it into deſpair ; 
miſtaking ſuch places as that in Luke 13.24. Ma- 
ny ſhall ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able. 
That in 44atth. 12. Whoſoever ſhall ſpeak a word 
apainſt the Holy Ghoſt, it (ha newer be forgiven. And 
5 that in Heb. 6. — &c. As if help and ſuch 
like Scriptures were Exceptions to the offer and 
promiſe of Salvation. $o all the former work of 
Conviction, Terror, Conſultation, &c. is loſt by 
reaſon of ſuch like mifapprehenfions. How ſad- 
ly F«das miſcarried in the point of conſultation, 
was ſhewed before. And probably that took him 
very mach off from ſtudying what he knew of 
the Goſpel. But yet *tis very likely he might 
ſtumble alſo at this Stone, though he was not 'f- 
norant of the Doctrine of Salvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt; yea, had-often preached it to others; yet 
he might thank himſelf excluded from the Grace 
of the Goſpel, though it be never ſo freely offer- 
ed to Sinners in general , becauſe Chriſt had ſo 
often denounced irreverſible Judgment againſt the 
man that ſhould: betray him ; though in truth 
that was no bar to his Salyation, if he had ſought 
it inthe way of the Goſpel. Far th i the eon- 
demmnation of them that periſh, that they will not comes 
to Chriſt that they may have life : And that was his 
Caondemnatiqn. For though many ſhall ſeek ta 
Enter in, and not be able, yet that is at the Day 
of Judgment, as appears by the next words to 


theſe, Luke 13.25. And as a man that h:s ſi 
ne 


| ned againſt the Holy Ghoſt, might have pardon, 
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but that the nature of that Sin is ſuch as binds 
the Sinner up in impenitency and unbelief; ſo 


' that Sin of Fudas was ſuch as hardned his heart 


A fe 


againſt any ſerious Addreſs to Chriſt for pardon. 


' And ſo our Saviour doomed him to deſtruction, 


not as one excepted from the Promiſe , but as 
one concluded under unbeliecf. Thus many men 
come near to Faith, and yet mifcarry by reaſon 
of a miſunderſtanding of the Goſpel. 

But where God goes on with the deſign of 


| Converſion, he ſo directs the humbled Sinner in 


his Attention to the Goſpel, as to bring him at the 
next Step to a» hearty believing of it. So the Fews, 
Atts 2. attending diligently to the Goſpel preach- 
ed by Peter , at length gladly received it, which 
they could not have done, f they had not hear- 
tily believed it.— This is that which the Apoſtle 


| calls, Believing of the record which God hath given 
of has Son, 1 John 5, 10. and which is uſually and 
_ fitly called 4ſenting Faith. 


This Afſenting Faith conſiſts in two things. 


1. A Perception, or underſtanding of the Do- 
rine of Salvation in the Goſpel. 
2. A Reception, or taking of it for Truth, up- 


on God's own Teſtimony. 


1. Firff, The humbled Soul by a ſerious At- 
tention to the Goſpel, comes to underſtand what. 
15s the Report and Account which ir gives of the 
Salvation that is in Chriſt. Nothing can be be- 


Leved that is not underſtood ; the Soul muſt ap- 


- ruth of it. 


prehend the ſenſe and import of that which is 
propounded to belief, before it can believe the 


C 2 Now, 
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Now the ſum of the Goſpel which is to be 
known and believed to Salvation, 15. That God 
ſo lowed the world, that he gave bi only begotten Son, 
that 2hoſoever believeth on him, might not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life, 2 John 16.— or as it is Epi- 
tomized in 1 fohn 5. This ws the record, That God 
bas given us eternal life, and this eternal life zs in his 
Son. — Which may be thus plainly expreſſed: 

That whereas the Law condemns every Sinner 
to Eternal Death}, and Juſtice requires Execution: 
Jeſus Chriſt hath ſatisfied the Law in his own 
Death and Righteouſneſs; ſo that now God may 
ſave Sinners at his own pleaſure, without offence 
to his Juſtice. And accordingly he doth moſt ſe- 
riouſly, and freely offer Salvation' to all Sinners 
without exception. Particularly , 


\ x. That the Law condems Sinners, and Juſtice 
demands Execution, is preſumed by the Goſpel, 
and the Sinner under Soul-humbling Confidera- 
tion is convinced of it already ; ( as has been 
ſaid ) God fo lowed the world, that — whoſoever be- 
lieves—— might not periſh. This doth manifeſtly 
imply ,- that according to Law, and ftridtneſs of 
Juſtice, all Mankind is under Condemnation to 
periſh eternally, and muſt periſh, if God had not 
made proviſion for the ſaving of ſome. The wages 
of ſin is death, Rom. 6. 

2. That Chrift not only fulfilled all Righteouſ- 
neſs in obeying the Law in his Life, but endured 
in his Death the Puniſhment which it denounceth 
againſt Sinners, is manifeſtly the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, Gal. 3. 1c. 1a. 53.4, 5, 6. 2 Cor. 5. &c. 
For'though he was not under the Wrath of God, 
he bore the Pains and. Torments in which the 
' Wrath of God is poured out on Sinners, and the 
| anguiſh 
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anguiſh of a forſaken Perſon, though he was not 
forſaken. And though his Sufferings were not 
Eternal, yet they were equivalent to Eternal, by 
reaſon of the unconceivable greatneſs of them 
for the time, and the infinite worth of his 
Perſon. 
 3- That by this means it is become free for 
God to ſave Sinners without prejudice to his Ju- 
ſtice, is clearly aſſerted by the Goſpel, Roms. 3. 24, 
25, 26. Herein is declared the Rirhteouſneſs of God in 
forgiving (in; becauſe he doth it not againſt Law, 
but upon a full ſatisfaction given to it. So thar 
he is not only Merciful in juſtifying him that be- 
lieves, but 7«# in ſhewing that mercy on him. 

4. That God in Chriſt hereupon moſt ſeriouſly 
offers Salvation in a way of free gift to all Sinners 
without Exception. This is indeed the very Gol- 
pel it ſelf, as the Apoſtle chr expreſſes it; The 
zs the record, That God has given us eternal life , &C. 
What Salvation is, we are plainly taught in Fob. 3. 
Is. Not to periſh, but to have eternal life, this 1s to be 
(aved, To have Sin pardoned that we may not 
periſh, and ſo to be brought into an holy Union 
and Communion with God, which 1s begun in 
this Life, and compleated in that to come, and 
ſo continued to Eternity. This, I ſay, is Goſpel- 
Salvation for a man to be freed from Condemna- 
tion for Sin, and to be brought into an holy and 
bleſſed Conjunion with God. By Nature we 
are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; How dead ? 
Dead becauſe Sin ſeparates from God ; and a 
man divided from God , is as a Body ſeparated 
from the Soul ; fo take away Sin by converting, 
pardoning, and renewing Grace, and the Perſon 
returns unto union with God, that is, into Life 
and this Life once begun by Jeſus Chriſt, is Eter- 

G2? nal, 
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nal. Thus Chriſt's Salvation is ſet forth in plain 
terms, A. 3. God ſent Chrift ro bleſs men ; to bleſ: 
them, 1.e. to ſave them, and make them happy 3 
to ſave them from the Curſe which they are under 
by Nature, by turning them from their iniquity, that 
they may recetrue remiſſion of ſin, and an Inheritance 
among them that are ſanfified , At. 26.18. — By 
which *tis evident, That as men cannot be ſaved 
without pardon , which frees from puniſhment ; 
ſo neither can they be ſaved by pardon, withour 
being turned from Sin it ſelf. Let Pardon go as 
far as it can without Holineſs, and the Perſon is 
miſerable ſti!l, and dead ſtill , becauſe ſeparated 
from God. | 

This is the Salvation which the Goſpel treats 
of, and which is freely offered to all Sinners 
withour exception. To offer a thing freely, is to 
ſay, Here *tw, Take it, and it ſhall be thine. So the 
Goſpel offers Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, as appears 
if we conſider theſe two things: 


Firſt, Tt is the good pleaſure of God, that 
whoſoever accepts this Salvation, ſhall have it ; 
chat whoſoever will take of the Water of life, 
ſhould have ic without Money , and without 
Price, Rev. 21. Ta. 5F.1. To as many as receive 
Teſus Chriſt, he gives power to be called the ſons of 
God, John 1. 12. 

. 2. He invites and commands all to accept it 

without condition 'or exception. ' FYhoſoever 14ll, 
let him take, &c. Ho, every one that thirſteth, come, 
&c. That word, that thirferh, is no limitation 
atall ; Ir is but every one thart lifteth, or is kear- 
tily willing. And acceptance cannot be apainit, 

or without the Will. As when a man offers Meat 
at a Table'to all that have an' Appetite, *tis all 
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one as to offer it to all. So reſt is promiſed to the 
weary, Matth. x1. 3.e. to all that will come for 
it, So the grant of Salvation in the Goſpel 
is abſolute and unconditional, unleſs you will (as 
ſome do) call Acceptance it felf the Condition. 
And fo *tis a queſtion, whether any Gift can poſ- 
ſibly be wnconditional ; and certainly no Gift that is 
oven oblatively by way of offer, can be without 
Condition. Thus we ſee the Summe of the Goſ- 
pel, that muſt be underſtood and believed to Sal- 
vation. 


Secondly, 'The humbled Soul ſeriouſly attending 
the Doctrine of the Gofpel, not only underſtands 
what is the ſumme and ſubſtance of it ; but alſo 
diſcovers the Authority of God impreſt upon it, 
and perceives his Voice in it, and ſo receives it 
for certain truth upon his Teſtimony , and this 
gives form and being to the faith of Aſert, viz. 

An humble and reverential Acquieſcency in 
the Teſtimony of God, for the infallible certainty 
of the thing that is affirmed. 1 Fohn 5. 10. He 
that believeth not God, has made him a liar, becauſe 
he believeth not the teſtimony, that God hath given of 
his Son ; which implies immediately, that he that 
doth believe the Teftimony , believes God in it, 
and grounds upon his Veracity and never-failing 
Truth. Believing is grounded on the Veracity 
of him whom we believe ; and conſequently, to 
deny belief, is to deny or queſtion at- lealt the 
veracity of the Speaker, Fohn 3. 33. When we 
heartily aſſent to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and 
are fully perſuaded that *tis certain truth , and 
that Perſuaſion is grounded on the truth of God, 
becauſe we receive it as from his mouth , who 
cannot deceive us ; this is believing the Goſpel. 
C-4 And 


24 The Method of Salvation. 

And this is the Sixth Step or degree of this great 
Work of Salvation ; When God by making the 
Soul heedfully attend to the Doctrine of the Gol- 
pel, cauſes him ſo to underſtand it, and compre- 
hend the ſubſtance of it, and ſo to apprehend and 
perceive the very Voice and Authority of God in 
it, that he threupon fits down concluded in it 
as undeniable and undubitable, becauſe God af- 
firms it. See 1 Thefſ. 2.13. 

The man had often heard the Goſpel before 
(it may be), and knew the Contents of it, and 
did not deny the truth of them, but let them paſs 
for things as commonly received for truth, in the 
place where. he lived, maintained by Learned 
Men, and delivered down from Generation to 
Generation ; ſo that it would have been matter 
of ſhame to him to have called them into queſti- 
on : But now he has another ſenſe and reliſh of 
the things themſelves, than he had before, and 
is ſtrongly perſuaded of the certain truth of them, 
by the invincible Authority of God, from whom, 
as his Oracles, he receives them. 


The Seventh Step or degree of this great Work 
is, 
Fiducial Faith A reſting or truſting on the 
Mercy of God in Chriſt, in hope of his Salvation 
tendred to Sinners in the Goſpel. 

Theſe two. Graces ( if indeed they be two ) 
Faith and Hope, are fo nearly united and conjoin- 
ed, that the. one can neither be, nar be defined 
without the other. Rom. 4. 18. Abraham believed 
in hope; and Heb. 11. 1. Faith i the ſubſtance , or 
ſubſiſtence, of things hoped for. te4 yet 
Hope 1s the Intention of the Soul ta that good 
which a man is perſyaded he may attain. 

3 | | Faitt, 
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Faith ( fiducial ) is a man's reſting or truſting 
in that thing, or Perſon, by means,. or help, or 
favour whereof , he hopes to attain the good 
which he intends; as 4. 3. 5. the impotent 
man expected to receive an Alms from the Apo- 
ſtles, and truſted in their ſuppoſed Liberality. So 
Rom. 4.18. Abraham hoped to become a Father 
of many Nations , and truſted in the Alſufficien- 
cy and Faithfulneſs of God. So all Hope is 
grounded in fiducial Faith, and all fiducial Faith 
exerts it ſelf in Hope. Hope looks at the end 
which is intended, and Faith at that by means 
and help whereof it is to be attained. | D. Ward 
de fide uſt ificante ]. 

But notwithſtanding this diſtinion, It 1s com- 
monly obſerved, that the Scripture oft-times ex- 
preſſes both Faith and Hope by one and the ſame 
word ; and refers Hope as well to the means as 
ro the end. As when we read of Hoping in God, 
hoping in Chriſt, and hoping in mercy, Which 1s cer- 
cainly all one with truſting in God, and truſting 
in Chriſt, and truſting in Mercy, &c. as the 
Learned Dr. Ward obſerves. 

Again, Truſting is commonly referred to the 
End, as well as to the.Means, as Pſal. 22. 8. He 
truſted in God that he would deliver him. He truſted 
that God would deliver bim, there is that which 1s 
diſtin&tly called Hope ; and he truſted in God, 
there is that which is more preciſely called Faith. 
So Phil. 2.24. I truſt in the Lord, &c. whereas in 
wV.19. tis, I hope in the. Lord, as the original word 
ſignifies. And beſides: our Exglih Tranſlation 
commonly renders the word hope by truſt, as Rom, 

IF: 24. 1 Cor. 16.7. 2 Cor. 13..6,, &c. Plainly 
implying, that there is no abſurdity in taking 


them both for one and the ſame ac of the Soul, 
; TY, which 


26 The Method of Salvation: 

' which as *tis referred to the end, is called Hope, 
2nd as referred to the means, is called Faich. As 
we ure ſaved by faith, Eph. 2.8. or as Roy. 8. 24. 
We are ſaved by hope. . I ſhall therefore for plain- 
neſs treat of fiducial Faith: and Hope as one 4#, 
not as affecting to follow the Schoolmen or 
others, who go that way, but as intending the beft 
advantage of the Underftanding, which is uſually 
diſturbed by an unneceffary multiplication of 
things; And if Scripture commonly ſpeaks of 
both as one At (which is confefled ) why may 
they not be ſo handled ? 


Obj. If any objec that in 1 Cor. 13. 13. Where 
Faith, Hope, and Charity are enumerated as three 
diftin&t Graces. | 

Anſ. F anfwer. If we take Faith for Aſent- 
mg; Faith,. which is primarily and moſt properly . 
Faith, the number is made: good ; and indeed it 
ts moſt probable that the Apoſtle intends that 
Fa#h whereby we believe thoſe thing now, which 
we ſhall hereafter ſee ;: as by Hope he means the 
confident expeQtation of that Good which we 
fhall hereafter enjoy. Theſe things premiſed, I 
proceed to the Deſcription of fiducial Faith, Viz. 

A Reſting. or truſting in the mercy of God in Chriſt, 
#1" hope of bu Sabvation tendered to Sinners in the 
Goſpel. | 
Here we are diſtin&ly' to conſider, 


x. The end of Faith, ' the Salvation of God. 

2. The tendency of Faith to that end, and that 
15m Hope. 
 3- The foundation of that Hope, the mercy of 
Gods Chrif. | 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, 'The End of Faith, 7. e. that which it 
looks to attain, is the Salvation of Chriſt -pro- 
pounded in the Goſpel, x Per. 1. 9. What this 
Salvation is, was ſhewed before : Yiz. Pardon of 
Sin , and an holy union and conjunction with 
God. TFohbn 3. 16. not to periſh (3. e. to be con- 
demned for Sin) but to have everlaſting life'; (1-e. 
be united to God, and enjoy him, which is the 
Soul's life.) Sin ſeparates from-God meritorioully, 
and legally, by virtue of the Curſe, binding the 
Sinner over to an everlaſting Separation -from 
his glorious preſence, and to everlaſting Deſtru- 
ction. And it ſeparates from him naturally and 
formally , though there were no puniſhment by 
Law afligned to the Sinner ; for what fellowſhip 


has light with darkneſs? Now ſeparation from 


God is man's fpiritual Death, -even as the fepara- 
tion of the Body and Soul is his natural Death. 


. So men are by nature dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 


as well as liable to death for them. Death is the 
work of Sin, as well as its wages. And the Sal- 
vation of Chriſt conſiſts as well in delivering 
men from Sin it ſelf, as from the puniſhment 
of it, Matth. 1.21. And if he did not this as 
well as the other, he could never make them hap- 
py- Sin would keep them miſerable ftill, though 
they were redeemed from-the pain of ſenſe. Then 
a man is ſaved, when he brought to God, -1- Pet. 
2.18. 7.e. into an union and conjunction -with 
him. And indeed pardon of Sin is but -in order 
ro this part, as the principle of mans Salvation. 
The Law ſubjecting the Sinner -to his Sin,” and 
giving him -up' to Satan-as the-moſt ſignal part of 
hi:. puniſhment , it is impoſſible that 'he ſhould be 
delivered from Sin , unleſs the bond of the _ 

- the 
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the Curſe, I mean, — which holds him under 
Sin, be looſed, 1 Cor. 15. 56. This then is the 
End of Faith , Salvation from Hell and Sin ; 
Pardon, and an holy Conjunction with God. 
Secondly, The tendency or motion of fiducial 
Faith to this end, 7. e. toward Salvation, is in a 
way of Hope. Faith reſts on Chriſt in hope of 
everlaſting Life. All fiducial Reliance or truſt- 
ing in any thing or perſon, in reference to any 
good to be attained, is in hope of that good , 
When a Man truſts in a Phyſician for his Health, 
 *tis in hope of obtaining it. When a rich Man 
truſts in his Riches, 'tis in hope of ſafety and 
favour among Men, &c. When the Fews trufſt- 
ed, or were faid to truſt on the broken Reed 
Egypt, it was in hope of aid from thence. —- So 
to truſt in Chriſt for- Salvation, is to hope for his 
Salvation. Tit. 1. 2. The faith of God's ele is in 
hope of everlaſting life. — Now Hope (as was faid 
| before) is the Intention or Deſire of the Soul to 
ſome good thing which is looked upon as attain- 


able. 


always competent to the objefF of 
hope. 


Hope therefore implies ; Firſt, 

1. An earneſt deſire of the thing hoped for. 
Secondly, | 

2. A Perſwaſion in the mind that it may be 
attain2d. Where-ever theſe two meet, there is 
Hope, and no where elſe ; No man hopes ( but 
as the word is ſometimes uſed Catachreftically ) 
for that which he defires not. A Man may de- 
fire that which he has no hope of. As Men to- 
rally deſpairing under ſenſe of God's Wrath have 


2 defire 


_ put in (difficulty), but that 2s not 
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a deſire of Pardon; elſe they could not be griev- 
ed as they are for want of it, but they have no 
hope of Pardon. A Man may wiſh himſelf an 
Eagle, or a Swallow, as David, but can have no 
hope to- be ſo. For beſides defire, Hope always 
implies a Perſwafion, that the good deſired may 
be attained, or (which is more) that it ſhall be 
attained. Devils may have a deſire to be out of 
Torment; and *tis certain they have ſo, but no 
hope of it, becauſe they cannot believe it attain- 
able. The lame man, A&s 5. hoped to receive 
Money of the Apoſtles, as deſiring it, and think- 
ing they had it to give him. Bur as for a Cure, 
he deſired that alſo, but hoped not for it , be- 
cauſe” he did .not believe at firſt that they had 
ſuch an healing-power about them.— He that 
hopes for any thing, looks on it as attainable; 

and the more likely he apprehends.it to be attain-., 
ed, the more confident he is in his hope. And- 
if he looks upon it not only as. probable , but as 


_ certain, then 'tis full Aflurance of hope, as Heb. 


G. II. 

Now to apply this to the caſe in hand. When. 
God has brought:the humble Soul to an hearty 
believing of che Goſpel , he thereby works him. 
up to an hearty defire: of the Salvation therein 
propounded; and withal perſwades him, that he. 
may for his own part attain it; and fo the Soul. 
begins to hope . for everlaſting Life. The Soul 
underſtanding already, and believing the Goſpel, 
ſees ſuch an excellency in the Salvation of God, 
as makes him vehemently defire it; he now ac- 
counts it the greateſt happineſs in the. World to: 
be delivered from-Sin-and Hell, and joined unto 
God , though. he made never ſo light of it.be-: 
fore, and earneſtly crys. out, Oh, that I might 
have 
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have peace with God, Union with God, and 
God to be my God for ever! Oh, that I might 
eat Bread in my Father's houſe! Luke 15. Thus 
the Merchant having ſeen the Pearl, (like Achan, 
preſently fell in love with it, and ) fo importu- 
nately deſired it, that he ſtuck not at ſelling all 
he had to buy it. This is that Hunger and Thirſt 
to which the promiſe is made, Marth. 5. 6. 1/aiab 
F5. 1. and elſewhere. This is that 24llmgneſs 
which makes a Soul capable of the Water of 
Life, Rev. 22. 17. and that as&img of which our 
Saviour ſpeaks, John 4. 10. If thou hadſ# known 
the gift, &C. thou wouldeſt have acked. God makes 
the humble Soul in the former a&t of Faith 
to know his Gifr, and to believe the worth and 
g00dneſs of it; and therefore now he earneſtly 
defires and asks it. And here we ſee at the very 
entrance, how far Men are from ſaving-faith and 
hope in Chriſt, that do not earneſtly defire after 
God and Holineſs. A Man can never hope for 
that which he deſires not; and to deſire after God, 
and not hate Sin and all Unrighteouſneſs , is 
utterly impoffible ; as for a Man to deſire to be 
in the light, and yet not be out of love with 
darkneſs. | 
_ No wicked Man, while he continues ſo, has 
any true defire after the Salvation of God in 
Chriſt. Freedom: from puniſhment he may de- 
fire, but Holineſs and Union with God he deſires 
not, nor can he have any good affection towards 
it; yea, he ſays to God, Depart from me, I deſire 
20 the knowledge of the moſk Higb , Job 21. 14. 
Now the knowledge of the moſt High is Lifs 
eternal, Fehr 17. 3. So that wicked Men, what- 
ſoeyer: Profeflion they may make of Faith. and 
Hope in Chriſt for Life eternal, do not fo much 
as 


as deſire Life Eternal No ? you will fay ; Is 
there any that doth not deſire Eternal Life ? God, 
that knows the Language of their hearts, and will 
not wrong them in the interpretation of it, gives 
us this account of what is ſaid by Wicked men 
in general within themſelves 3 We deſire not the 
knowledge of the Almighty : We deſire not his ac- 
quaintancez no communion with him. They 
had rather ſtarve, than go and dwell in the Fa- 
ther's Houſe, to eat bread there, and live. 

| 2. As the belief of the Goſpel makes the hum- 
bled Soul earneſtly defire the Salvation of God, 
ſo it gives him a perſuaſion that he may attain it, 
and this makes his deſire an hopeful deſire , 5. e. 
it gives it the nature of Hope. A. man that right- 
ly underſtands and believes the Goſpel, and ear- 
neſtly deſires the Salvation propounded in it, 
muſt needs apprehend a poflibilicy, at leaſt , of 
his own Salvation , while he remains under the 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel. © For (ſays the Soul) 
© if the Salvation of Chriſt be freely offered to all 
© to whom the Goſpel is preached, 5. e. If it be the 
* good pleaſure of God , that whoſoever accepts 
* this Salvation, ſhould have it; and if he invites 
*and commands all to accept it, without any other 
* condition, or any exception, then there is fair 
© probability that I may have my part in it; Iam 
* ſure I defire it more than any thing in the world; 
* and though T be never fo unworthy, yer the gift 
* is free: And though the Law condemns me, yet 
* Chriſt has ſo anſwered the Law, that God may 
* with honour ſave me, if he will. Who knows then, 
* but even I may attain everlaſting Life by Jeſus 
* Chriſt? —— under this perſuaſion now the hum- 
bled Soul earneſtly deſires the Salvation of Chriſt, 
and this is Hope. So the Prodigal, as he hun- 


grily 
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grily deſired to eat of his Father's Bread, fo he 


Said 
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had a good perſuaſion, that at his Facher's Houſe 
he might have entertainment ; that Iis Father 
would not ſhut the Doors againſt him, but receive 
him ; and in this hope he went. The Merchant, 
Matith. 13. had not only a deſire to be Owner of 
the Pearl, but a perſuaſion, that ſelling all that he 
had, he might certainly enticle himſelf to ir. So 
he that comes to the water of Life, comes not 
only in a thirſting deſire after it, but under an 
hopeful apprehenſion, that he may take, and have 
it freely for his own refreſhment , that his Soul 
may. live. This is very amply expreſſed in thoſe | 
words of the Apoſtle, Gal. 2. 16. We knowing that 
@ man 1s not juſtified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Teſus Chriſt : Even we have believed in 
Teſus Chriſt, . that we might be juſtified by the faith of 
Chriſt. — 1. They knew, and believed the Gol- 
pel, that Juſtification, pardon of Sin, and fo Sal- 
yvation,is to be attained only through Jeſus Chriſt. 
2. This Juſtification, 'or Pardon and Salvation, 
they carneſtly defired, elſe they would not have 
proſecuted it. 3., They had a perſuaſion that thev 
might pofhibly attain it, as well as others, and 
lo, they believed in Jeſus Chriſt, that they might 


actually attain it. | 


.- This perſuaſion; is utterly wanting in Devils, 
and delpairing.Siuners; though they ſhould be: 
never ſo earneſt in deſire of Salvation , yet they 
have no perfuaſion;that they ſhall, or may obtain 
it. The former, having no Goſpel for it, the lat- 
cer. no right, underſtanding, nor true belief of the 
Goſpel ; and therefore they have-no hope, no 
trait in, Jelus Chritt. - And as this Perſuaſion 
grows {tronger and ſtronger in him-that fincerely 
hungers 
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hungers and thirits afrer Chriſt, fo his Hope gets 


up to better meaſures and degrees. 


In theſe two things we lee the Father's draw- 
ing of Souls to Jeſus Chriſt, 7obn 4. 44. It is a 
work done by the Goſpel. 1. Men hear the Goſ- 
pel. 2. Hearing it, they learn it; 7. e. they be- 
lieve it with an aflenting Faich. They believe 
x. The Excellency of Salvation as propounded in 
the Goſpel, and ſo they deſire it. 2. They be- 
lieve the free offer and grant that is there made 
of it, to poor Sinners , without exception ; and 
ſo they get a perſuaſion, that they themſelves 
may attain it, and thus they come to him for it : 
they come to him in their hopeful defire of his 
Salvation. | 

Thus much of the end of Faith, which is Sal- 
vation 3 and the tendency of Faith to that end, 
in a way of hope. : 


Thirdly, The next thing to be conſidered, is the 
ground or foundation of this Hope, The free mercy 
of God in Feſus Chriſt. 

In all hope the expecting Soul has ſomewhat to 
reſt and bear upon as the foundation and balis of 
its hope : and that reſting and leaning is the for- 
mal proper act of a fiducial Faith. The lame 
man, A#s 5. hoped that the Apoltles would give 
him Money , and grounded that hope in their 
ſuppoſed Liberality. So he truſted in their Libe- 
rality in hope of an Alms. The Governour, 4s 
24. 26. hoped for a Bribe, and grounded that 
hope upon the love ( 'tis likely ) which he ſup- 
poſed Paul's Friends had for him. So he truſted 
in the intereſt that Paul had in his monied Friends 
in hope of a Bribe. Thus Believers hope for the 
Salvation of God propourided in the Goſpel, and 

D ground 
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- ground their hope on his free Mercy in Chriſt ; 
z.e. They truſt on the free Mercy ot God in Chriſt 

"in hope of Salvation. As in Faith of affent there 
is a perſuaſjon of the truth of the Doctrine con- 
tained in the Goſpel, and a reſting on the Teſti- 
mony of God in that perſuaſion ; So in Fiducial 
Faith there is an hoping for Salvation, propound- 
ed in the Goſpel, and a reſting on the Mercy of 
God in Chriit, in that hope. 
_ "Now that the mercy of God in Chriſt 1s the proper 
Ground whereon, the Sosl reſts it {elf in the Ac 
of Saving Faith, may thus appear. 


7. Man being an Offender , and guilty of 
Death Eternal, cannot be ſaved but in a way of 
Pardin , which is an ad of Mercy. And there-- 
forcfore he can have no hope of Salvation from 
God, but as he is a merciful God. He that's 
bound over to the puniſhment of Eternal Death, ' 
muſt either ſuffer it, or be forgiven it. Now nc- 
thing forgives but Mercy. Look: upon God as 
Almighty, and it ſpeaks terror to the guilty Soul. 
Power makes him able to deſtroy both Soul and 
Body in Hell. Look upon him as Juſt, and Juſtice 
{peaks terror,as that which makes him hate Sin, and 
puniſh Sinners. But conſider him as he is merciful, 
and pitiful to poor Creatures in their miſery, and 
there you have ſome ground of hope. Hope can 
never find whereon to reſt the ſole of its foot, till 
you come to a ſight of God as merciſul.—— God 
be merciful to me a ſmner, Luke 18.13. He could 
light on nothing in all the World to ſtay his Hope 
upon, but Mercy. The poor Leper, Matth. 8. 
urged our Saviour with his power to make him 

clean ; but if he had not had ſome hopefal con- 


. ceit of his willingneſs to relieve poor Supplicants 
in 
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in ſuch a caſe, he would never have asked him 
for the cure. He that expects a Debt, may truſt 
in the Juſtice of him that owes it : But he that 
expects an Act of Grace, muſt reſt on the mcrcy of 
him from whom he expects it, or he has nothing 
to truſt to. 


Ob;. You will ſay a Believer hopes in the Faith- 
fulneſs of God, and the infallible Truth of his 
Word, as well as in his Mercy. 

Anſ. T grant it, A heliever hopes in the Truth 
of God ; but *tis only as his Truth and Faithful- 
neſs doth afſure the Soul of his Mercifulneſs. God 
profeſſes and declares himſelf merciful , the Soul 
believes that he is ſo, and will approve himſelf fo, 
becauſe it judges him faithful ; and therefore 
hopes in Mercy ſo declared. So the Soul relying 
on Mercy, relies upon the Power of God, but on- 
ly as Mercy turns and uſes it to the ſaving of Sin- 
ners ; otherwiſe he is true to puniſh according to 
his Threatnings, as well as he is true to fave ac- 
cording to his Promiſe. So he is mighty to de- 
ſtroy as well as to fave. Yea, the Soul relying 
on Mercy, relies alſo on the Fuſtice of God, as he 
is juſt in ſhewing mercy. Bur all this while Mer- 
cy lies at the bottom, as the foundation of a Be- 
liever's Hope. Let God be never ſo mighty, ne- 
ver ſo wiſe, never ſo faithful, never fo righteous, 
all this ſpeaks no encouragement to the poor hum- 
bled Sinner, bur all againſt him, till Mercy be dif- 
Covered, and then ſome ground appears for him 
to build his hopes upon. And now the other At- 
- tributes of God give their aſſiſtance, and bear up 
_ Expectation. | | 

2. But yet no man can ſafely hope in the a#- 
ſolute Mercy of God for Salvation, but only in the 

| D 2 Mercy 
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Mercy of God conſider'd as he is merciful i Fe- 
fus Chriſt; i.e. as he is merciful, ſo as to provide 
and accept a ſatisfaction to Juſtice in the Death 
of his Son, and fo to offer Salvation freely to Sin- 
ners; or in the words of Scripture, As lowing the 
world ſo as to give his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever believes on him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 


laſting life. For, 


x. If the humbled Sinner conſiders Mercy ab- 
ſolutely, Juſtice preſently comes in, and damps his 
hopes of Salvation. For as it 1s not to be expected 
that God, though he be Almighty, ſhould do any 
thing which his Wiſdom doth not allow of, be- 
cauſe he is infinitely Wiſe as well as Almighty ; 
{o neither can it be hoped, though he be infinite in 
mercy, that he ſhould do any thing in a way of pity 
to a Sinner, which his Fuſtice will not bear, be- 
cauſe he is juſt as he is merciful. Now Juſtice - 
requires that the Law ſhould proceed, and that 
' the Soul that has ſinned ſhould die, Gal. 2. 10. 
Deut. 27.26. But God in giving his Son to die 
for Sinners, has ſo ſatisfied the Law, that Juftice 
has nothing at all to plead againſt the Salvation 
of any one Sinner whom God will pleaſe to fave, 
Rom. 3.25, 26. By this means God has ſo or- 
dered it, that he is highly ju in ſhewing mercy 
to the Sinner, as having laid ' the puniſhment 
which belonged to him, upon his own Son. And 
therefore Mercy thus conſidered, is a ſufficient 
ground of hope, but not otherwiſe ; as Heb. 9.21. 
Without ſhedding of blood there 3s no remiſſion 5 no 
hope of Pardon and Salvation, but through the 
_ of Chriſt, though God be never ſo mer- 
CILUI1, 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, If the humbled Soul conſiders Mercy 
abſolutely, he can have no Aſſurance of the 
Terms, on which he will ſave Sinners, ſuppoſinz 
that he will fave any of them; and fo the Soul 
may objec againſt his own hopes of Salvation. 


Obj. 1. It may be God will be ſo merciful as 
to ſaveSinners,that have not broken our into groſs 
wickedneſs, but have reſtrained themſelves to 
ſome bounds of fairneſs and morality : And 'tis 
great mercy if he will ſave ſuch. But I have 
exceeded in Sin, and done evil with an high 
hand. 

Obj. 2. It may be he will be ſo merciful as to 
ſave Sinners that have ſinned out of ignorance, 
as being uninformed and unconvinced of the evil 
of the things wherein they have offended ; and 
*tis great mercy if he will fave ſuch. But I have 
rebelled againſt the light, and ſinned againſt 
knowledge, and the expreſs dictates of my own 
Conſcience. | 

Obj. 3. It may be God will be fo merciful as 
to ſave Sinners that accept the firſt or ſecond call 
that he gives them to Repentance, and cloſe with 
offered Grace betimes, and 'tis great mercy it he 
will fave ſuch Sinners : But alas, I have withſtood 
many gracious Invitations, and neglected Salva- 
tion when it has been offered to me God knows 
how many times, and ſo my day may be expi- 
red. It may be God will be ſo merciful as to fave 
Sinners, that have not ſignally contradicted their 
Profeflions in the courſe of their lives ; who, as 
they have not practiſed Godlineſs, ſo have never 
much pretended to it ; and *tis great mercy if he 
will fave ſuch, or ſome of them ; But I have dif- 
ſkmbled with him, and lived the life of the Un- 
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]odly under the profefiion of Godlineſs; yea, I 


'have given up my Name to Chriſt, and yet 


have given my hand to Satan and my own 
Luſts. 
 Obje&. 4. It may be God will be ſo merciful 
as to ſave Sinners that have not ſinned againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and *tis great Mercy if he. 
will vouchſafe to fave ſome of them : But I 
fear I have ſinned the Sin that's never to be par- 
doned. 

Objef. 5. It may be God will fave fome great 
and eminent Sinners, but they are ſuch only, as 
are within the eternal purpoſe of Election, and - 
he ſhews great mercy in ſaving them; but I fear 
I am under the decree of Reprobation rather. 
And if you tell the humble Soul, that they that 
Sin againft the Holy Ghoſt never heartily repent 
of it; and no Man in this Life can certainly con- 
clude hiniſelf reprobated, becauſe for ought any 
knows he may repent and turn to God ; He will 
yet object, | | 

Obje#t. 6. It may be God will be fo merciful, 
as to fave Sinners that are deeply and kindly 
humbled for their Sins, and full of the Spirit of 
mourning; and 'tis Mercy indeed if he will fave 
ſuch. But I have an hard heart, and an uncon- 
trite Spirit; I cannot grieve for Sin to any pur- 
poſe, though I know my ſelf to be one of the 
chief of Sinners. All theſe, and many more ſuch 
Objections will be unanſwerable, if the Soul conſi- 
ders only rhe abſolute Mercy of God. For God may 


indeed be merciful, and gloriouſly merciful in 


ſaving Sinners, though he ſhould only ſave ſome 
of the moſt reſtrained, and leaſt provoking, the 
Joqnelt yielding, and moſt ſignally humbled and 
mourning Sinners; and fo the Soul that Judges 
— | Fe WOTlg 
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worle of himſelf, can have no hope of his Sal- 
vation. But the Mercy of God in Chriſt, is ſuch 
as that he freely offers his Salvation to all, even 
the worſt of Sinners to whom the Goſpel 1s 
preached, inviting and commanding them to ac- 


cept-it, and rely upon him forit. And this an- 
{wers all Objections. 


The worſt the Soul can fay againſt himſelf, 
exempts him not from the number of Sz; 
and Salvation is freely offered to all Sinners in 
general. He is one of them, let him make as 
bad of himſelf as he can. And though he thinks 
it never ſo unreaſonable for him to hope for 
Mercy, yet no reaſon in the World can have any 
force againſt the Command of the molt High 
God, which requires him to repoſe his hope and 
cruſt in Chriſt for his Salvation. Thus *tis evi- 
dent, that the ground of a Chriſtian's hope, or 
that which he relies and reſts upon in his hope. 
of Salvation, is the free Mercy of God in Chriſt. 
And therefore is Fairh commonly in Scripture 
called a. truſting , or believing in feſus Chriſt , be- 
cauſe ths Satisfaction which he has given to the 
Law, and the free tender of Salvation which he 
makes in the Goſpel to Sinners in general, is the 
only ſufficient ground that any Soul has to ſtay 
and reſt upon, in hope of his Salvation, Fohn 4. 
IF, IG, 18, 36. Fohn 6. 35. 1 Pet. 2. 6. As Il, 
17. As 16. 31. and many other places. 

Faith is a believing i God. But *tis a believing 
on him looked upon and conſidered as heis in 7eſ#s 
Chriſt. The Soul cannot believe or truft in God 
for Salvation, but as he truſts in Chriſt. x Pet. x. 
21. Who by him believe on God who raiſed him from 
ive dead, &C, 

D 4 Tc 
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Tt is a truſting or hoping in the Mercy of God. 
Pſalm 15. 5. Pſalm 147. 11. But *tis a truſting in 
Mercy only as 'tis expreſſed , diſplayed, and of- 
fered to Sinners in Feſus Chriſt. 

It is a truſting or hoping in the Word. Pſalm 
119. 42, 74. 1n as much as it declares and pro- 
pounds that Mercy of God in Chriſt, on which 
alone the Soul may reſt it {elf in hopes of Salva- 
tion. 


Thus have we ſeen the Sinner brought by the 
ſeveral Steps of Conſideration, Conviction, Hu- 
miljation, &c. to a ſiducial Faith , or believing 
on Jetus Chriſt. And now is he in the ſtate of 
Ejfettual Calling or Converſion, 1 Thell. 2. 13. 

Then Men are called and converted , when 
they believe in Jeſus Chriſt, as *tis fully proved in 
Rom. 1.16. With I Cor. I. 24. 

Now is the Soul ſer ſafe from Condemnation, 
and therefore is this Faich called 7uſftifyimg Faith, 
Rom. F. I. | | 

Now is the Soul adopted and entitled to ever- 
lafting Life. And theretore is Faith called /aving 
Faith, or believing to Salvation, Heb. 10. 
| Yea, now the Soul is by the work of the Spirit 
poſſeſſed of all Graces neceſſary to qualify and 
prepare him for Heaven, the heart being purified 
ty Faith, -#s 15.9. and taken up by the Lord 
Jeius for his Habitation, Epbe/. 2. 22. with Epbeſ. 
2. 17. Where-ever there 1s Faith in Chriſt, there 
15 alſo Love to God, Obedience, Patience, Humility, 
Sclf-deniat, and all other Graces in which the 
Law 1 written 0n renewed Hearts. The Exer- 
ciies and Encreaſes whereof come next to be con- 
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The Sum of all i, 


1. The Sinner takes 
the eſtate of his Soul 
into ſerious Conſidera- 
£107. 

2. Hefinds himſelf to 
be in a loſt and periſh- 

ing Condition. 
3. The fight of him- 
ſelf in” this eſtate af- 
fets his Soul with deep 
Sorrow and diſtrefling 
Trouble. 

4. This diſtreſs puts 
him upon' a ſtudious 
conſultation , and en- 
quiry for a Remedy of 
his Eſtate. 

5- Upon this enqui- 
ry, God directs him to 
a ſerious and heedful at- 
tention to the Goſpel. 


6. Thus attending the 
Goſpel, he comes to un- 
derſtand and believe the 
Doctrine therein con- 
eained , and to receive 


it for certain truch up- fe 
learned of the Father, com- 


on God's Teſtimony. 


7. Upon the belief of 
the Doctrine of the Gol- 


41 


Ezek. 18. 28. He con- 
ſedereth, and turneth a- 
way from has Tran/greſſion. 


' Luke 15. 17. T periſh 


for hunger. | 


Acts 2. 37. When they 
heard this, they were pier- 
ced at the heart. 


And they ſaid, Men 
and Brethren , what ſhall 
we do? 


| Ads 11. 14. Send for 
Peter, —bhe ſhall tell thee 
words whereby thou and 
all thy Houſe ſhall be ſa- 
ved. And Adts 10, 33. 
WWe are all, &C. 

Acts 2. 41. They that 
gladly received his word, 
were baptized. John 6. 
4.5. They ſhall be all taught 
of God. Emery one there- 
ore that hath heard and 


eth to me. 
Gal. 2. 16. Knowing 
that a man is n9t juſtified 
pel 
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pel, he proceeds to an 
hearty reliance on the 
free Mercy of God in 
Chriſt , in hope of his 
Salvation. For, 


by the works of the Laws 
but by the Faith of Chriſ, 
Ewen we have believed in 
TFeſus Chriſt, that ove 
might be juſtified by the 
Faith of Chriſt. 


T7. Believing the Goſpel, he is informed of the 
excellency of Chriſt's Salvation, and fo deſires it 


earneſtly for himſelf. 


2. Believing the Goſpel, he ſees this Salvation 
is freely offered to Sinners in general, and fo con- 


ceives hope that he may have it. 
2. Belieriag the Goſpel, he ſees that Salvation 


15 procured and granted only through the Mercy 
of God in Chriſt, and therefore he reſts only up- 
on that Mercy in hope of his Salvation. , 


PART 


Pane 


A 


— 


Of the Progreſs of a Believer from his 
Converſion to. his Perfefion , under 
the work of Sandification. | 
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1 PETER Ih 4: 


As new-born babes deſire the ſancere milk of 
the word, that ye may grow thereby. 


HE Text is an Exhortation to an earn- 
eſt deſire after the Word. Where note 
firſt, 


I. The Perſons exhorted, they are lately con- 
verted Chriſtians, compared to new-born Babes ; 
ſo young and incompleat Chriſtians are called , 
x Cor. 3.1. And I, brethren, could not ſpeak unto you 
as unto ſpiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes 
#n Chriſt, Babes in Chriſt, becauſe the work of San- 
_ &tification had gone on but a little way in them, 
they being hitherto very Carnal. 

. 2. 'The matter of the Exhortation ; a deſire af- 
ter the Word, Where note, Firlt, 


I. Firſt, 
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Firſf, The object of this deſire, the Word, com- 
pared to pure Milk , the ſincere Milk of the 
Word, (that is) the Word which is for you, as 
pure Breaſt-milk is for the new-born Babe, ſweet 
and pleaſing, nouriſhing and ſtrengthening , the 
means appointed to the perfeting of the Work 
of Sanctification , John 17. 17. San#ify them by 
thy truth, thy word is truth. And Edification 
unto Glory, Ads 20. 32. The word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an n- 
beritance among all them which are ſan&tified. Se- 
condly, 

Secondly, The defire it ſelf, deſcribed by the 
appetite of new-born Infants to the Nurſes 


- Milk, (that is ) a vehement and importunate 


deſire, and ſuch as will not otherwiſe be fatis- 
fied. 

Thirdly, The end of this deſire, growth in Grace, 
that ye may grow thereby, What that 1s in which 
they ſhould intend a growth, appears plainly by 
the Sequel of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe, to be Faith 
and Holineſs. The Grace wherewith the Souls 
of Chriſtians are qualified bv the Spirit of God 
urito Salvation, as 'tis expreſſed in the laſt words 
of the next Epiſtle, Grow in Grace. Growth is 
the gradual proceſs of living Creatures to their 
due Meaſures and Maturity. And of all the 
growths, the growth of Children, which is here 
the Apoſtle's Similitude, is a very flow and im- 
perceptible Motion. Such is the tendency of ſa- 
ving Grace in the Souls of Chriſtians towards its 
proper and purpoſed Perfection. Mark 4. 27. the 
Seed ſprings and grows up we know nat how. 
And hence we way obſerve, 


Dir &ct, Ie 
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Direct. 1. That ſaving Grace begun in converted 
Souls, goes gradually on to its perfe&tion under the ſan- 
Hifying work of God. Juſtification is perfected 
at once, and with it Adoption. Burt the work 
of Holineſs is begun in low degrees, and brought 
on by ſteps to it its intended height and fulnefs. 
See this proved in Phil. x. 6. He rhat hath begun a 

ood work in you, will perform it until the day of 
Feſus Chriſt, So again in Prov. 4. 18. The path 
of the juſt is as the ſhining light, which ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfett day. So likewiſe Hoſea 
6.3. His going forth 1s as the morning. And Mark 
4. 26. The Kingdom of God 3s as if a man ſhould 
caſt: ſeed into the ground, &c. The Kingdom of God 
is his work of Grace in the Souls of Men, in 
which he begins that , which in its perfeion is 
the Kingdom of Glory. So Grotius , and ſome 
others , underſtand thoſe three Ages, x John 2. 
I2, 13. 1 write unto you, little Children, becauſe your 
ſims are forgiven you. 1 write unto you, fathers, be= 
cauſe ye have kuown him that is from the beginning. 
I write unto you, young Men, becauſe you have over- 
come the wicked one. 

Bur T ſhall proſecute this Doctrine in a diſtin&t 
Conſideration of the ſeveral advances of Grace 
in the Souls of Chriſtians towards perfection , 
from their firſt Converſion. And that in ten ſuc- 
ceflive periods of their Motion. Firſt, 


The firſt Period or Point of a Chriſtian's Mo- 
_ towards Perfection ; that I ſhall -ſpeak 
of, is 


1. A vehement purſuit of ſome clear and com- 
fortable aſſurance of Salvation. When once Men 
| ars 
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are brought through the Terrors of the Law by 
the Invitations of the Goſpel, to believe in Chriſt 
for his Salvation, they preſently become ve.y la- 
borious to get ſome comfortable Aſſurance that 
they are in a ſaved Eſtate. 

They do not indeed neglect the duties of Obe- 
dience, the mortifying of Luſts, well ordering of 
their Lives, and the glory of God as the end of 
all. But that which they eſpecially and moſt am- 
bitiouſly intend now at their firſt ferting out, is a 
Soul-quieting certainty , that all 1s well berween 
God and them. 

Though they do velieve in Chriſt, and know 
that he that believeth ſhall be ſaved ; yet 'tis uſu- 
ally a great while, before they can clearly under- 
ſtand themſelves to be Believers in Chriſt, and by 
Faith ſaved Perſons. A man muſt be (of neceſ- 
ſity ) a Believer, before he can know himſelf to 
be ſo; and Faith is ſometimes very long unevi- 
dent to him thar has it. And though he do per- 
ceive the believing a& in himſelf, and dares not 
deny it ; yet he is very doubtful whether it be 
true ſaving Faith, or no, and very impatient of 
the doubt: And this is commonly the main In- 
tention of young Converts, and their great affair, 
to aſſure themſelves that they are in Chrilt, and 
not periſhing with the World. 

*Tis true, the very a& of Faith , through the 
Grace of Chriſt, brings in a ſweet calmnels of 
Spirit , eaſing the Soul of thoſe deſpairing and 
tormenting fears with which *twas overwhelmed 
before ; and therefore Faith it felt is in Scripture 
called, a reſting on the Lord, and a ſtaying of the 
mind on God, Ia. 26. 2. 

But a poſitive Aſſurance of ones being in the 
ſtate of Salyation, is a further benefit, and _ 
yy 
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be ſought after in the uſe of means, appointed to 
the making of our Calling and Election ſure : 
And this is uſually the great ſtudy of new Con- 
verts, as Hoſea 6.2. He will receive us; that was 
it in proſecution whereof they ſtirred up them- 
ſelves to follow on to know the Lord. 

And that they do mainly intend and follow 
this, appears. | 


Firſt, Tn their eager deſire after Ordinances 
and means appointed to this end, to confirm Faith, 
and work aſſurance. As ſoon as the Eunuch was 
converted, he was preſently ambitious to be bap- 
tized upon the firſt opportunity. As 8. 36, 37. 
And the Eunuch ſaid, See, here 1s water ;* what doth 
hinder me to be baptized ? And Philip ſaid, If thou be- 
liewveſt with all thine heart, thou mayſt. And be an- 
ſwered, and ſaid, I believe that Feſus Chriſt is the 
Son of God. And they went down both mto the water, 
both Philip and the Eunuch , and he baptized him. 
Baptiſm being a confirming Ordinance, a feal 
of the Promiſe and Covenant of Grace, he was 
very deſirous to have that Dodrine ſealed to him 
by waſhing, which he had lately heard preached 
out of 1/a. 53. And Paul, when converted, af- 
fayed to join himſelf with the Church : Commu- 
nion with Saints being a good means to inform us 
of our own good eſtate, A&s 9. 26. And when 
Saul as comerto Feruſalem, he aſſayed to join bimſelf 
' to the Diſciples. | 

2dly, Their earneſt hearkening after Promiſes, 
and ſuch parts of the Word, as dedlare the love 
of God to poor Sinners. They are not at firſt ſo 
{tudious of that Word, which ſets forth that Re- 
ward which Saints ſhall have in Heaven, as of 
- that Word of Promiſe which ſerves to give hum- 
| bled 
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bled Souls notice of their Intereſt in Chriſt, and 
the Love of God. They go to every Sermon that 
they hear, in hope of a word of peace : And are 
mightily taken with that Word which ſets forth 
the love of Chriſt, deſcending and ſtooping down 
to poor unworthy Wretches : Though they hear- 
tily like a Boanerges, a Son of Thunder, and bleſs 
God that ever they have heard the Terrors of the 
Lord in the Doctrine of the Law ; yet now they 
are ſore and wounded, and moſt earneſtly deſire 
after Barnabas, the Son of- Conſolation, to pour 
ſome Oil into their Wounds, and give them ' an 
heart-reviving Cordials. New-born Babes deſire 
Milk, words of comfort from the breaſts of Con- 
ſolation, Ta. 66. 11. That ye may ſuck , and be ſa- 
rz5fied with the breaſts of her conſolationsz that ye may 
milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her 
glory. 

34ly, Their great fear of deceiving themſelves. 
Though they love Promiſes, and ſearch Scripture 
for them, and gladly go many miles to hear them 
explained and preached, yet they fear to apply 
them to themſelves : Knowing their hearts are 
deceitful, they are always afraid, leſt they ſhould 
take up too good thoughts of themſelves. And 
though they vehemently long after ſpiritual Com- 
fort, yet they heartily Gar leſt they ſhould receive 
it too ſoon, before they have a right to it, or are 
duly prepared for it. | 

4thly, Their continual enquiring after Marks 
and Signs of Perſons being in a tate of Grace. 
No Sermon ſuits them, if it be not in ſome parts 
of it made up of Notes, diſtinguiſhing between 


| Believers and Unbelievers : And in diſcourſing 


with godly men, they are always asking Que- 
ſtions of this kind , How may one know that he 
is 
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15 converted, and believes in Chriſt to Salvation ? 
&c. What are the properties of a lincere godly 
man? What is the loweſt Evidence of Grace, 
which is not found in a graceleſs Perſon ? May 
not an Hypocrite go thus and thus far? &c. Theſe 
and ſuch Enquiries, ſhew what cheir minds are 
ſet upon; (to wit ) fo be aſſured, that they arc 
converted, and in a ſtate of Grace. But the 2y that 
make light of fuch Enquiries, and the notes of a 
ſaving Converſion, ſeem not to have-known the 
Terror of the Lord, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks,» Cer.5.11. 
5thly, Their uſual trouble ar the inconformity 
of their Experiences about the work of Grace, to 
theſe of other godly men : ſo defirous are they 
70 get beyond doubt of their ſincerity, and ſafery, 
that chey are always comparing themſelves with 
what others have ( or think they have ) found: 
They are preſently dejected with fear , leſt they 
ſhouid prove unconverted and unbelicving. _ 
Hence come ſuch reaſonings as theſe.-— © I have 
© never been ſo humbled and broken. for fin as 
* ſuch and fuch have been : I never felt in my 
« ſelf ſuch vehement deſires after Chriſt : Never 
© could take ſuch delight in'God 3 - never knew 


'*-what *tis to- have ſuch commuiiion with him, 


F\ 


and therefore I' cannot yer fee ground to judge 
my ſelf in a ſtate of Salvation.” 

And though fuch Chriſtians cannot deny but 
they have had their hearts humbled for Sin, and 


their defires carried out afrer Chriſt, yer chey {2y, 


thatall that they have known of this kind, 1$No- 


- thing to what others uſe ro have; weak and: faint, 


and ( they fear) 'to no purpoſe. 
And if you tell them they muſt wait for. thof 


higher Experi tences of delight in God, and corn- 


muon withthim, they think *cis all one as if your 
F ſhoul 
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ſhould tell them, they mult live at uncertainties, 
and continue in their weariſome doubtings, till 
they come up to ſuch attainments 3 which they 
fear they never ſhall do. 
This alſo is the reaſon why they are fo often: 
enquiring, whether ever any ſuch as they obtain- 
ed mercy ; ſeeking for Parallels of this fort, if 
they may be found; that they may be the more 
"encouraged to hope, that themſelves are in a ſtate 
of life, when they find fome like themſelves 
among the Heirs of Salvation. 
And thus their labour and ſtudy 1s Rill about 
A[ſurance. As their Queition was formerly, What 
miſt I do to be ſnwed? to 'tis now, How may 1 
kiiow that I ſhall be ſawed ? | 
I come now the Uſe. 


_, Uſe. This argues them to he in an unconverted 
eltate, who hve *conrentedly without any Afſu- 
rance of their Salvation. Either 


Firſt, Not minding the Queſtion, Whether they 
_are 1n the ſtate of Grace, or no; let. the morrow 
of Eternity take "care for it {elf : When poor 
humble Chriſtians are ſeeking reſolution of their 
[Doibts, theſe. are at eaſe, cating for none of 
thoſe things that concern their future eſtate z not 
remembring their latter end : As *tis faid of Fe- 
rTuſalem, Lam. 1. 9. Her filthjneſs 3s in her skirts,. ſhe 
remembreth not her laſ# end. 


k) 


241y, Conceited of their being in a ſafe eſtate, 


% 


Hut. upon unſtudied grounds. as if a'meer opini- 


on of their being in a- good condition, were 


enough to make it fo.: Saying,” 1 ſhall have peace, 
with an although to what may be objected , as 


Deut. 29. 19. though I walk in the imagination of my 


02n heart, | But 
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But oh ſecure Souls, will you conſider, 
Firſt, That 'tis a moſt dreadful thing to periſh 
eternally. The loſs of Heaven offered in the 
Goſpel :s infinitely more than the loſs of a thou- 
Jand Worlds. The Torments of Hell, an Ever- 
laſting Fire. It's hard to endure the aking of a 
'Tooth, or the pain of the Stone, for tweiity four 
hours; what is-it to be fryed as Laurentius on a 
burning Gridiron? .to be flead alive as Valerian ? 
and to endure that pain for ever ? but alas, theſe 
are .nothing to the anguiſh of the never-dying 
Worm, the Torments of the never-quenched 
Fire. 

24ly, Wiil you conſider how fad a thing it 
.muſt needs be to live at uncertainty, whether this 
ſhall not be our caſe ? The Servants of Pharaoh 
in Priſon were ſad, Ger. 40.7. They thought 
their Dreams imported ſome great matters, and 
.they did 1o indeed, but they knew not what it 
might be. 

3dlj, To live-at a. careleſs uncertainty of Sal- 
vation, .is-the way to make our Damnation cer- 
tain; , For how ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great 
fakvation, Heb. 2..3. | 
tbh, :It's. much. more your concernment to, fe- 
cure your Salvation, than theirs that call upon yaqu 
to do it : You muſt bear it; Prov. 9.12. God the 
«Eather. calls-you; the Son invites,you ; the Spirit 
Atrives with yau; Miniſters pray you to be recon- 
(Giled, .and pray for you, that;you may be recon- 
ciled : But.what is.it to God or man, -beſide,your 
rownygain, -if,you. be ſaved ; and .yaur: miſery, if 


you-periſh 2 


23/09: Yor may. be ſaved, and be ſung it,-if 
you do not -wilingly neglet. Thy. deſfrutizon;ss 
of thy ſelf ,cHoſca 1 3» 9. 4 will, hy, 2 \Exgk- 


EE 
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The ſecond Uje is for Comfort to thoſe that are 
earnsftly ſeeking and labouring after atfurance of 
their Salvation : Even this 1s an hopeful Evidence 
of your being in the State of Salvation. Your 
earneſt agd hearty following 'of the Queſtion, 
gives an anfwer to it ;, this 1s their. proper ſtudy, 
and endeavour, who are turned ſavingly to God, 
even irom their firſt Converſion. Some may 
object Bet: 

Gbj. Thar all this 1s but fel-minding, whereas 
4 true Chriſtian ſhould be all for God, whatever 
comes of himfelf. Burt | 

Aniww, T anſwer — Salvation is for our ſelves, 
and coming to Chriſt is for our ſelves; as the 
Apoſtle ſays, 4&s 2. 40. Save your ſelves; And 
again, Matth. 11.29. Ye ſhall find reft to your ſouls. 


The third TU? is to exhort all Chriſtians, to 
uſe diligence to clear up their Afſurance of. Sal- 
vation. *Tis the property of the youngeſt Be- 
lievers to endeavour it, thoſe of loweſt ſtanding ; 
and *tis the concernment of every one that thinks 
he ſtands, 1 Cor. To, 12. to take heed leſt be fall. 
That your grounds may be good, and ſafe, take 


_ a few Directions. 


Diref. x, Be very careful to acquaint your. 


| ſelves with the Word of God. *Tis the Glaſs in 
which you may ſee your own faces, and what 


manner of perſons ye are, Fames I. 24. 


_ *2dly, Watch narrowly over your hearts. and 
 lives., that you may know what is your' general 


aim and intendment, wherein you exerciſe your 
ſelves ;-as Paul, Ats 2.4.16. Herein do I exerciſe 


my feif, &6; For a Chriſtian is to try himſelf by 


© 
c 


j1is main purpoſe and deſign; as the Apoſtle Par!, 
2 Cor. I. 12. Our rejoycing as this, the teſtimony of 
our con{cience. 

3dly, Reſt not upon other mens judgments of 
you, Gal. 6. 4. Let every man prove his 02:1 work; 
the work that is wrought by him, of what ſort it 
is, and fo the work of Grace, which is by him- 
{elf, or others, thought to be wrought in him. 

4. Think not to confirm your Aſſurance by 
changing modes and ways of Chriſtianity 5 Nez- 
ther im this mountain, nor yet at fcruſalem ſhall ye 
worſhip the Father, John 4.21. In ths Mountain 
there was their Forefathers Example leading them 
to Moutit Gerezim, &c. But ye, that 1s, the 
Few:, plead Solomon's building, and God's blefling 
the Temple at Feru/a/em. Some have tried this 
way of changing forms, and been quieted a little 
while ; but their doubts have returned, and muſt 
needs, for any help that can be that way gotten. 
Evidences of Salvation are internal, and ſtanding 
things abiding. 

5thly, Slight not any hopeful Evidence, becauſe 
you yet find ſome doubts. Paul bleſſed God, thar 
with his mind he ſerved the law of Chriſt, though with 
the fleſh the Iaw of ſin, Rom. 7. laſt. Aſſurance is 
always imperfe&, and this firſt work 1s always 
needful ; as I ſhall ſhew, if God will, in the next 
Step. | 
6thly, Wait always on God by Prayer for in- 
formation concerning your own eſtate. . gee 
Pſalm 159. 1, 2, and 23d Verſes. Search me ,.O 
God, and know my heart ; try me, and know my 
thoughts, and ſee if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlaſting. 
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MATTH. XIII 44 » 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto treaſure 
hid in a field: The which when a man hath 
found, he hideth; and for joy thereof, goeth 
and ſelleth that he hath, and buyeth that 
field. 


T'HE ſecond Period, or degree of a Believer's 
motion towards his Perfe&ion , may be de- 
{cribed by rejoycing in Chriſt, as that which 1s moſt 
ſignal and remarkable, in Believers of ſome little 
ſtanding, after they have a-while conflicted with 
Fears and Doubts, and taken ſome folicitous pains 
to aſſure themſelves, that they are in a ſtate of 
grace. By this time it is uſual with God to give 
them peace , and perſuade them of his. ſpecial 
love. Some Sermon or other he imploys on pur- 
poſe to diſperſe their darkneſs : Some Promiſe 
or other he ſo interprets, and applies to them, as 
to make it look them in the face, and ſpeak com- 
fort to them. Sometimes it comes in return to 
fome earneſt prayer that they have lately made 
for it : Sotnetimes, when they are ſadly ponder- 
ing their doubts, and almoſt overwhelmed with 
ſorrows. But uſually when they have little ex- 
pedctation of it, then they hear the voice of peace, 
and receive intimation of the love of God, and 
this highly rejoyces and chears up their hearts. 
As our Saviour's words, which I have read, im- 
ply. The kingdom of heaven is like unto treaſure hid 


. #1 a field, the which when a man hath found , he hi- 


deth, and for joy thereof goeth and ſelleth all that be 
Fu Z | g | By 
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By the Kingdom of Heaven, TI underſtand the 
Salvation of God in Jeſus Chriſt, the perfection 
whereof is, that it crowns men with a Kingly, 
Heaven!y , ard Eternal Glory. "his Salvation 
our Saviour here compares to hidden- Treaſure ; 
becauſe as it is of infinite value and excellency, {o 


1 1s unſeen by men, tiil their eyes are opened by 


the Goſpel, and they are brought by Faith to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and made to believe in him ;* 2 Cor. 4. 4+ 
Tn whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, left the light of the glorious 
Goſpel of Chriſt, who 1s the image of God, ſhould ſhine 
unto them, Thcn when a man believes, he finds 
the Treaſure. Feſus Chriſt is found by faith, [/z. 
GF. I. To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? 
Chriſt is the arm of the Lord, and when he is re- 
vealed, he is found ; and he that finds him, fmnderh 
life, Prov. 8. 35. and when the Soul has thus 
found Salvation , his great care is to ſecure it to 


.himſelf ; that he may be ſure of it and nor fail to 


obtain it; which I take to be here intimated by 


Hiding of the Treaſure when 'tis found. For in 


ſuch a caſe, a man's way to aſcertain himſelf of 
the attainment of what he has found, is to make 
it as ſure as he can from other hands , that he 
may not miſs of it; and having fo done, he re- 
Joices in the hope of having ic to himſelf , which 
ſignifies that joy whereof I am now ſpeaking, vis. 
The joy of a Believer, under perſuaſion , that he 1s in 
a ſtate of [alvation., The ſame joy is that reported 
of the Samaritans, Adts 8. 8. There was great joy its 
that city. And Verſe the 39th, it's ſaid, The Eunuch 
went on his Way YeJoycing. And that in Acts 16. | 
34. He rejoyced, believing with all his beart, And 
Rom. 5.1, 2. He rejoyce in hope of the glory of God. © 


E 4 Some 
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- Some Inftances of this Joy in Chriſtians, upon 
their firſt aſſurance of Salvation after their com- 
ing to Chriſt by faith, I ſhall now ſhew you. 
And the firſt Inſtance is, 


Inſ?. 1. A very thankful remembrance of the 
mezas, by which thev have been awakened, and 
perſuaded tro return to God. Though many 
Chriſtians are unable to give a particular account 
of the firſt time, and means of their Converlion, 
yet ordinariiy they remember by what means 
they have been more remarkably ſtirred up, and 
moved to enquire after God, and ſeek peace with 
him, and are very thankful to God for it And 
{o you ſhall hear them bleſſing God {or fich or 
{uch a Sermon, or fuch a man's Miniſtrv, where- 
by it picaſed God to fet them a-moving toward 
himſelf; © © that was a proper .word for my caſe. 
* I thought the word was cholen, and the Ser- 
* mon ſtudied on purpoſe ior me; it came home. 
*ſo cloſely to me, diſcovering my fin, ſhewing 
*me What was my contidence , and how I delu- 
* ded my felt in it 5 what was my danger, and 
* how near I was to it. [I little thought to have 
* been ſo fully met wichal, ſo clearly to have 
* ſeen my own face in the glaſs of the Law, to 
© have returned ſo convinced, fo affrighted, ec. 
© ] uſed to hear tor others, and to obſerve how 
* they. were met with , and concerned in what 
* was ſaid 5 Put now it pleaſed God to give me 
© my Portion, and ſend me home with my own 
f Burthen ; and bleiled be his Grace,that ſo, and fo 
* ſeaſonably found me out. I thought I had been 
* armed ſufficiently, and could have endured the 
* force of a Sermon as eaſily as any man in the 
* Congregation, and have born up my face un- 

Ts | | dauntedly 
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* dauntedly againſt all Rebukes and Threatnings, 
* but the Word was too firong for me,and brought 
*me down —— upon my Knees, and bleſſed ve 
* God that it did ſo; bleifed be God that prepared 
*it, ſo ſharpencd it, fo timed it, and ſo follow- 
*ed 1t with powerful motions of his Spirit, that. 
* I could never acquit my felf of it, till I was 
| © perfwaded to return , and yield my ſelf up to 
* God. Secondly, 

24]y, Their thankful acknowledgement of the 
goodneſs of God.to them, .in that they died not 
in their former Eſtate. As Hezckiah , when he 
was recovered of his Sickneſs, and found himſelf 
well again, wrote a Memorial of the goodneſs 
oi God to him in his Reſtitution, wherein he re- 
corded the danger he had been in, and how near 
he was to Death, and what a narrow eſcape he 
had, Taiah 38.9. So Chriſtians when once they 
apprehend themſelves paſſed from Death to Life, 
are even afraid to think what an Eſtate they 
were in before, and mightily taken with the 
Mercy of God that ſuffered them not to periſh 
in that Condition. *©T was in love with my own 
* perverſe way, when I was running headlong 
© to Deſtruction : I thought my ſelf {afe enough 
* when | was even in the midſt of all Evil: I 
* truſted to my own Works, when I was work- 
© ing out my Damnation , Prov. 5. 14. 1 was at 
moſt in all evil. I deſpiſed reproof, and heark- 
© ned not to the voice of my Teachers; and if the 
- © Lord had then taken me off by Death, I had * 
* certainly periſhed : O! bleſſed be God, that had 
© pity on me, when- I . had no care of my ſelf; 
*and awakened me when I was ſleeping the 
* Sleep of Death. Thus Paul, I was a perſecntor , 


a blaſphemer, and injurious, but I obtained mercy, 8c. 
| Now 


fA 


Now to the: King eternal, the only wiſe God, be ho 
Tour and glory, for ever and ever, 1 Tim. 1. 13. 
So all the followers of the Lamb the Lord Je- 
ſus are ſaid to ſing the Song of Moſes, Rev. 15. 
3- Bleſſing God that ſuffered them not to dye 
under Egyptian Bondage , or periſh in the Red- 
Sea. | 
3dly .” Their readineſs to tell others what 
God has done for their Souls. Chriſtians are 
hardly ever ſo communicative of their experi- 
ences, as about this Age. As Children, when 
firft they get: uſe of their Tongues, are moſt apt 
to talk. Thus Chriſtians, when they have new- 
ly got the ſenſe of faving love, are often ſaying 
with David, Come and hear ye that fear God, and 
T will declare what he hath done for my Soul, Pſalm 
66. 16. © F was periſhing unawares, and he 
* ſhewed me my danger, and then I thought T 
© muſt needs periſh without remedy. I walked 
© up and down trembling like Cam, and could. 
© neither eat nor drink, lye down nor rife in 
* peace. All was black and dark about me. Every 
'© word of God ſeemed to be againſt me, and the 
© Wrath of God was always ready, as I thought, 
'©to ſwallow me up, till fuch a? Word came, and 
* ſuch a Promiſe was ſer home to my heart : And 
* them my Fears vaniſhed, and my Soul was quiet- 
* ed, my Mourning turned into Joy, &c. Ne- 
© ver was a poor fainting Soul ſo revived: O tafte 
'© and ſee, that the Lord is grocious, he belivered my 
'* ſoul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from 
© falling, Pſalm 116. 8. 

4thly, Their great contentedneſs under out- 
-ward Troubles, becauſe God has ſpoken peace 
&o their Souls. Though they be poor (it may be) 
.and low in the World, and meet with many 
: Enemies; 
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Enemies ; though they. are. reproached: by their 
Neighbours and their old Companions, and fſuf- 
fer the diſpleaſure of their Friends, for betaking 
themſelves to a new: courfe of Life; yea, though, 
chey are watcht and kept in, and are fain to 
make hard ſhift to get out to Ordinances, and 
into. Chriſtian Communion, yet all is eaſy to 
them, and they bear it patiently, becauſe God 
has. manifeſted: himſelf to their Souls, and given 
them good hopes, through Grace, of everlaſting 
Glory. Now let Friends reje& them, Father and 
Mother forſake them, ſince God has taken them 
up. Their acquaintance diſown them, but God 
owns them; the World frowns upon them; but 
Heaven ſmiles. They are in danger to ſuffer 
loſs of all, but they have found Chriſt, and won 
Chriſt, and *ris exough, they rejoyce in their Por= 
tion. Fifthly, 

5:bly, The ſweet Savour which they find in the 
Goſpel, and the word of promiſe. Joy ſweetens 
our Meat and Drink to us, and makes us reliſh 
what is ſet before us. So Chriſtians in this Eftate 
are ftrangely taken with ſpiritual Prozifes , and 
find a ſweetneſs in them which they never per- 
ceived before, fo that they wonder at themſelves 
to think how many times they have read, and 
heard ſuch a Portion of the Word, and never 
underſtood it, never found any reliſh in ict. But 
now they cry out, O what a good Word is thu? 
Oh delicacies of our Fathers Houſe ! What Nouriſb- 
ment, what Cordials are in hu Evangelical Proviſt- 
ons! This # bread from Heawen, Angels food in- 
deed — ! What a Table is here ſpread? What a Cup 
33 here filled? The Word of God is quite another 
thing to ſuch a Soul from what it was before. 


Sixthly 
Gt bly 3 Their 


- £ wo” F- 
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- 6thly, Their affetionate Thonghts of God and 

Chriſt; as David expreſſes himſelf in Pſalm 116. 
1. T1 lowe the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my woice , 
and my ſupplications. -So Chriſtians raiſed- up: out 
of their Sorrows,  Terrors, and Deſpairs, highly 
- admire and love Jeſus Chrift, in whom they have 
now believed, as the Apoſtle Perer ſpeaks in his 
firſt Epiſtle, Chap. 2. .Verſe 7. To jou that veliewe 
be is precious. Though they were yet but as new- 
born Babes. Now let me give you a few Rea- 
ſons. Firſt, 


Reaſ. 1. No marvel that Chriſtians are fo much 
rejoiced upon the firſt receit of ſuch Afurance, 
becauſe 1t-is uſually the fruit of much ſtudious 
Pains and Labour, many Prayers, much waiting, 
and many ſtrict Examinations of themſcives. 
That is naturally pleaſant which is hardly attain- 
ed. They that ſow in tears, reap in joy, Plalm 126. 
F. Secondly, | 

Rea/. 2. It has in it the beginning of Heaven, 
' T Pet. I. 9. Receiving the end of your faith, even the 
fatvation of your ſouls. Believers now receive the 
beginning of that Salvation, which is the end of 
their Faith. Salvation is the intended end - of 
Faith , that which Faith is always ſeeking and 
aiming at, that which Faith ſeeks and waits for, 
and it is the end of the Faith of Chriſtians, as 
that in which it ceaſes as believing, and is turn- 
ed into Viſion. So Faith of Affurance is a very 
- joyous thing. Thirdly, | 

Rea. 3. They commonly think their doubts 
and fears now gone for all ; they think they ſhall 
deſpair no more, diſtruſt God no more. As David, 
Pſalm 30. 6. ſaid, 1 ſhall not be moved. But this 
third Reaſon has a miftake in it, as it oo 

| rily 


rily. proves; of which I ſhall ſpeak afterward. 
Fourthly, + | 


all their days under Fears and Sorrows, yet Hea- 
ven.would make amends for all. But God will 
not put them ſo hardly to it. He ill not always 
contend , leſt the ſpirit fail, Vaiah 57.16. I come 
now to-the Uſes. | 


U/: 1. Ket none diſlike the way of God as a 
forrowful and uncomfortable way. _ Chriſtianity 
has its Nights indeed, but it has alſo its pleafanc 
Mornings, which makes amends for _ them. 
Chriſtians have much labour and ſorrow, but 
irs :recompenced_ abundantly with reſt and eaſe. 
They go through an hungry and. thirſty Wilder- 
neſs ,: but have. 1anna to eat, and Water out of 
the living Rock todrink. They have in fit ſeaſon 
and proportion, the Cup of Conſolation given 
them in this Life;' and the beſt Wine is reſerved 
to the laſt, when Chriſt and they ſhall drink ir 
| new togerher in the Kingdom of their Father.- As 
Matth. 26. 29. - Secondly, 1s, 

Uſe 2. This ſpeaks Encouragement; to mourn- 
| ing and trembling Souls, that are labouring after 
Aitfurance of Love 'of Gad. Heawineſs may endure 
| for a night, but joy comes in the morning, Plalm 3o. 


It is: the. work. of converted Chriſtians -to_ 


ſertle themſelves in the. hope of Salvation, and 
the uſual way of God, when they have been ex- 
erciſed a while in this labour, to give them Peace 
and Joy in believing. .As the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
or and Prayers for the ſcattered Saints 
in-a- {uffering Eſtate, in x Per. 5. 10;. The God of 
peace , after that ye have ſuffered. a:while , make, ye 


perfect, 
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Reaſ. 4. God gives this comfort to facilicate | 
his Peoples way to Heaven. If they ſhould live _ 
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perfe&, ftrengthon, Fabliſh you. So Chriſtians after 
that you have feared and trembled a while, the 
Lord will:ftabliſh'you in aſſurance of his favour ; 
and ithat will bring ina Jay far exceeding your 
preſent 'Sorrows. Wait therefore in the #4 iof 
means., and hearken that you may hear what 
God will ſay, For be will ſpeak peace to: his people. 
You know -not how near your Joy may be at 
hand, as the Church in the Canticles, 'Chap. .3. 
Verſe 4. It was but a little that T paſſed, &c. but 1 

fonnd him whom my-Sout loveth. 

Uſe'3. "This teaches Chriſtians toitry the ſound- 
meſs of their: perſwaſion, 'that they are in a ſtate of 
Grace. -It is'and mult needs be a-very rejoycin! 
thing to: be well :perſwaded- of it. If you think 
your'ſelves :fafe;for 'Eternity, . and under the -fa- 
-vour of God,' and yet take no pleaſure in it, it's 
a plain ſign you deceive your ſelves. . And this 
4s: doubtleſs the caſe of many that think to-go.to 
'Heaven'when they dye, and yet: have no joy: of 
that Opinion., -becauſe they. have no love to:an 

_*heavenly /Eſtate,, 'no deſire after Communion 
with God. -Fhis» their -Perfwaſion relieves them 
againſt ſome fear of Hell , : but for: the:moſt; part 
-pgivesthemvery littte pleaſure.ofi Heaven. But it 
-muſt:yetbergranced,that Men may:have; fome:joy 
.of-atfalfe :Perfwaſion "that i they-are-in:a- ſtate of 
Salvation. Letras therefore enquire: into: the dif- 
Ference:berween Foy: of Faith, cand-of a falſe Per- 
\ſiwa/ion of -Iubvation. Firlt, | 


wY JU 


© iT, Foy\of-Fairh, amd-of good: Affurance., :is:a 
Worhbinibling Foy. It-gives all the Gloty'to God, 
2aridcabaſes:the: Soul in what it-is, : Uaiah. 29. 19. 
:The-metk. ſhall increaſe their joy, and* their: joy in- 


— ———— 


Of the Progreſs of a Believer, 8&c. 6: 


' upon work and ſervice for -God ;- What foall I x 


But that of an unſound Perfwaſion is attended 
with Pride and Self-confidence , Luke 18. 11. / 
am not as other men. 'He deſpiſed others. 

2. It raiſes the heart to Heaven and future 
Glory, 'and makes the Soul look earneſtly at more 

of the glorious preſence of God, as Moſes in his 
Song, Exod. 15. 17, 18. Thoi ſhalt bring them in, 
viz. (thy People [rae ) and.plant them in the moun- 
tain of thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which 
thou haſt made for thee to dwell in: in the ſanttuaty, 
O Lord, which thine hands have eſtabliſhed. The 
Lord ſhall reign for ever and ever. So Cant. 3. 4. 
I held him,and would not let him gogtill I bad brought 
him into my mothers Houſe , 8c. "The Church ha- 
ving re-obtained the fight of the favour of God 
in Chriſt, fefolves to 'keep up'to him, till ſhe 
ſhould come to a joyous beholding of him in 
Heaven : To which Viſion, that which ſhe now 
ſees of him, makes her earneſtly to aſpire. 

Again , This Joy as it raifes the'defire' towards 
Heaven, fo it moderates -the Aﬀections to'earth- 


1y things, as Hoſea 10. 34. Ye ſuffered with joyfal- 
neſs the ſpoiling of your goods, knowing in your 'ſebves, 


that you have in heaven'a- better and more tndurin 
ſubſtance. This aſſurance does not make Chriſti- 
ans rejovce in the loſs of their Goods, but in- the 


' hope of better in Heaven. Joy of an unſound 


Perſwaſiog -inclines the mind to earthly things, 
Phil. 3.. 28.' Who mind earthly things ; while : yet 


they, profeſs to have their-hope \in the Croſs-of 


Chriſt, -but are its Enemies. Yea, this Joy makes 
the Soul defire to depart'and be with-the-Lord 


- Sn Heaven, -Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervantrdapars 
in peace,' Luke 2:29. - Thirdly, 


3. Ir's aQtive and -obediencial, - and-pits: Men 
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der unto the Lord , for all his benefits towards me £ 
Pſalm 116. 12. I! walk before the Lord in the land 
of the Irving. As to ſtand before the Lord, is to 
wait for his order and commands, fo to walk 
befare him, is -to perform and execute 'them. 
But Joy of an unſound Perſwaſion takes off from 
Duty ; Whar need ſo much Work'and Duty, ſo 
muſt {trictneſs? &rc. But this falls in the third 
Step or Period , which I ſhall now ſpeak to 
from, 


WB. oO 


ROM. VL 18. 


Being then maae free from ſin, ye became the 
| ſervants of rightouſneſs.” 


H E 72ird Period, or Degree of a Chriſtian's . 
4 - Motion-towards his Perfection, is a reſo]- 
red-ſertling upon a Courſe of GChriitian Practice, 
which 1s intimared in theſe words, Being made 
free from Sin, &c. Freedom from Sin in this place, 
is:to be underſtood of the State of Juſtification, 
into which Men'enter in the very firſt A& of 
Faith, (that is) 49 their ficft true Converſion, as 
apvears in Verſe 14, 15. Ye ave not under the law, 
bat under grace, 7 e. not under Condemnation , 
| but juſtified freely by the Grace of. God. - This 
'he called. freedom from Sm in the Text, which 
may be yet further argued thus. The Apoſtte 
ſpeaks of ſuch a freedom from Sin, as requires a 
-fervice to righteouſneſs, Verſe 9. Now freedom# 
by way of Sanctification doth not require ſervice 
to. righteouſneſs, but mnnmediately implies it. 
*T'is the. fame thing to be cleanſed from Sin and 
| | to 
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to be Holy; freed from the inherency of Sin, 
and engaged in the ſervice or practice of righte- 
ouſneſs. It were abſurd to command a Man, be- 
cauſe he is no ignorant Man, to be wiſe and 
knowing ; fa. he is no intemperate Perſon, 
to be ſober ; when the very quality of the Per- 

| ſon mentioned, and the reaſon of the command, 
imply the preſence of the thing required. So 'tis 
not to be imagined that the Apoſtle ſuppoles the 
Romans free from the indwelling, and the power 
of Sin ; and therefore perſwades them to {\ubmic 
themſelves to the practice of Godlineſs, 'for this 
is implied in that freedom. But he ſpeaks of the 
freedom of 7uftification , which ſtrongly calls for 
Holineſs, and demands Obedience, as Pfal. 130. 
4. There is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be 
feaxgd. And thus with thankfulneſs to God , h; 
"reminds them of the gifts of his Grace, under 
which being juſtified , they became Servants of 
, Righteouſneſs. By becoming Serpants , we under= 
ſtand a Self-refignation to the Will of God, in the 
practice of the duty of Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
neſs, as Verſe 17. Ye have obeyed from the heart 
(that 13 willingly) che form of Dofrine delivered to 
ou, Neither are theſe Rommns to be conſidered 
_ onlyas:freed' from: Condemnation, as-apprehend- 
ing themſelves to be ſa. As *tis evidently the main. . 
Subje& of ;the Chapter, Verſe 1- Shall we. continue 
 zn fon, that grace may abounds, Where he condemns. 
the 2k that Men might be ſuppoſed at I:aſt 
ro make'of, their Pardon. and Juſtification ; (that. | 
is) fo take, liberty thereupon to Sin, becauſe if 
'chey ſinned. never ſo much, they were under 
Pardon, and the more they ſitned, the greater 
would be; the ;glory of that Grace that-pardoned 
them. Now. no Man can poſlibly thus argue. 


himfelf 
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himſelf into Sin, unleſs he apprehends himſelf to: 
be pardoned, and free from Condemnation. S6 
that the Senſe of the Text is plain, that when 
Chriſtians do truly apprehend themſelves to be 
free from Condemnation for Sin, they willing- 
ly deliver up themſelves to be Servants of Righ- 
reouſneſs. So we' have clear ground for this Af- 
ſertion : 


_ Prop. That juſtified Perſons , eſpecially when 
they apprehend themſelves to be ſo, do heartily 
apply themſelves to Duty in the practice of God- 
lineſs, Pſalm 116.8, 9. Thou haſt delivered my ſoul 
from death ; \T will walk before the Lord, that is, 111 
ferwve him im holineſs and righteouſneſs before him , as 
is expreſſed in Luke 1. 74, 75. And Pſalm 56. 13. 
Thou 'haſt delivered my ſoul from death , &c. and 
2 Cor. 7. 1. Let cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs 
of the fleſh and (pirit , perfefting holineſs in the fear 
of the Lord. Ir plainly argues a propenſfion in 
{uch Perſons, as are in a ſtate of Grace, and ap- 
prehend themſelves to be ſo, to obey the Lord 
in the perfe&tion of Holineſs. And this is evident 
in the following Particulars. 


' 1. Firſt, They ſtudjouſly endeavour to inform 
themfelves of the commanding Will of God. 
Whereas befqre they were moſtly inquiring after 
pronjiſes that might camfort them. 'Now they 
earneſtly ſeek to' know the Precepts , by which 
they ought to'be dire&ed in the well ordering of 
their ' Life. "Fhat, as the Apoſtle ſays, They ma 

prove what 3s the good and acceptable will of Goa, 
Rom. 12. 2. Now they make it their|bufincls to 
ask queſtions, concerning the lawfulneſs or un- 
lawfulneſs of matters of Practice, and A 
BO what 
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what may be done, and what muſt. be done. 
Thus the Corinthians wrote to Paul about matters 
of Practice. Marriage in time of Suffering , 
I Cor. 7. 1, 2. And eating of things offered to 
Idols, Chapter 8. Such were the things that they 
wrote about, that they might clearly underſtand 
what was the Will of God concerning their pra- 
Riſe in ſuch things. This, alfo is evident in the 
caſe of the Centurion, AFﬀs 10. 6,7. the Angel al- 
ſured him of his acceptance with God, and that 
he was in a ſtate of Salvation ; but tells him 
a way to know his Duty, what he ought to do. 
And preſently he obſerves the direftion , and 
ſends for Perer ; carnal Reaſon would have. re- 
' plied, If T be accepted with God, then my Sins 
are pardoned, and I am ſafe; what need I more ? 
but immediately fays he, Verſe 33. I ſent for thee, 
&c. So *tis manifeſt that Perſons in the ſtate 
of Grace, and perceiving themſelves ſo, do very 
much intend the knowledge of their Duty. 

2. Secondly, They very gladly accept and com- 
ply with the Will of God, when once they hare 
diſcovered it. They have in them a new Nature, 
the Law written in their hearts, which makes 
thera with pleaſure to receive information of 
their Duty from the Word, hecaufe it agrees 
with what they have through Grace an internal 
Diſpoſition to; x Theſſ. 4. 1. W+ beſeech you bre- 
thren, and exhort you by the Lord Feſus , that as ye, 
have received of us, how you ought to walk, and to, 
pleaſe God, ſo 'ye would: abound more and more. Ye 
received the Word, is often uſed for an afteQtio- 
nate Reception ; as a Man receives him whom 
he kindly entertains, and makes much of him. 
Acts 16.33. And he took them the ſame hour of: the 
might, ani waſhed their ſtripes, and. was baptized. 

| F 2 And 
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And John 14. 3. And if I go and prepare a place 

oe you, I will come again, and receive you to my 

4 ctr. | 
The Commands of God are welcome to a Man 
*N the ſtare of Grace; eſpecially when he once 
comes to underitand himfelf to be fo. *Tis but 
a Mciofis that the Apoſtle uſes in the 1 John x. 2. 
His commands are mot grievorrs, that 1s, they are 
very pleaſant. As Heb. 6. 10. God 7s not unrigh- 
reorrs, that is, he is highly Righteous. Before, they 
were willing to know the Law, Þut nothing was 
comfortable to them. but the Goſpel ; the word 
of promiſe to ſtay them from deſpair. But now 
they rejoyce to know their Duty, and what will 
pleaſe him that has ſhewed mercy on them. See 
a notable inſtance of this in Acts 15. 31. They re- 
Joyced greatly for the con(olation ; in the Margin 'tis 
Exhortation, declaring matter of Duty. . So the 
Fews rejoyced for that they underſtood the firſt 
words of the Law, Neh. 8. 12. 

2. Thirdly, They put themſelves upon ſpeedy 
and preſent performance of Duty as ſoon as they 
know it. They do not only conſent to the Law, 
and approve of what it requires, and- ſo reſolve 
upon it for time to come ; but according to 
their Ability they apply themſelves to a preſent 
performance of it. As David, I made haſte and 
delayed not , P{alm 119. 60. This ſome under- 
ſtand by rhe firſt love, Rev. 2.4. Thou haſt loſt 
thy firſt love , that is, thou art not ſo zealous in 
thy Work and Diity as formerly. The Apoltle's 
Argument implies this, 1 Cor. 15. 58. Abways 
abounding in the work of the Lord , for as much as 
ye know, The words evidently-preſume, That 
if Men know their acceptance, they will addict, 
and give up themſclyes to Duty, - In Scripture- 

OY | Language 
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Language the fame word fignifies Conſolation and 
Exhortation, 1 Thell. 4. 18. IVherefore comfort one 
another with theſe words, The Comfort that Chri- 
{tians receive from the Promiſe, preſently exhorts 
and perſwades them to the Duty which they 
owe to the Command. So they fet up Duty of 
Religion 'in Families, anqJ appoint themſeives 
times of Prayer in ſecret; take all opportunities 
to hear the Word, and provide for the ſtrict Ob- 
ſervation of the Sabbath, @&c. 

4. Fourthly, They are much pleaſed with a 
Courſe of Chriftian Duty, when once they are 
got into it. It's no burden bur a pleaſure to them, 
as David faies in Pſalm 119. 14. I have refoyced 
in the way of thy teſtimonies, as much as in all riches. 
Their Joy in Chrift excites them to Obedience, 
as was ſaid before, and their Obedience advances 
their Joy, Pſalm 37. 23. He delighteth in the ay. 
Thus Chriſtians find the ways of Wiſdom to be 
_ of Peace, and her Paths, Paths of pleaſant- 
neſs. 

5. Fifthly, They are very deſirous to acquaint 
themſelves with godly Perſons, by whoſe con- 
verſe they way be holpen on in the way of Holi- 
neſs. No ſooner was Paul after his Converſion 
comforted, and aſſured of God, that he was re- 
conciled to him, and a choſen Veſſel ; but pre- 
{ently , He aſſayed to joyn himſelf to the Diſciples , 
Ads 9. 26. even while they were yet afraid of 
him. He knew very well, that as he had Abili- 
ties whereby he might be of uſe to them, fo by 
walking with the wiſe , himſelf might become 
wiſe, Prov. 15. 20. Therefore Dawid ſpeaks of 
Evil Company in Plalm 119. 115. Depart from me 
ye evil doers, for I will keep the commandments of 


my God. 
F 3 6. Sixthly, 
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6. Sixthly, They are impatient of diverſion from 
the way of Duty, or Impediments in it. If any 
thing falls out that hinders them from a good 
Exerciſe in the ſeaſon of it, ic's a Sorrow and 


-Affiction to them. When they are taken off 
'from hearing -a Sermon, or with-held from an 
Aſſembly for Prayer, they bear it as a great 


AfﬀMiction, as David bemoaned himſelf when he 
was with-held from the Tabernacle and the Al- 
ear, Plalm 42. I. As the bart panteth after the 
2water-brooks , fo panteth my ſoul aficy thee, O 
God. And Pſalm 84. 1, 2. How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord of Hojts ! my Soul longeth , yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of the Lord. Tis 
made it fo great a wo to David to dwell in Me- 
fech, &c. or that he was kept in a wandring 
Condition , like the Inhabitants of Arabia - De- 
ſerta, with them, (that is) wandering as they 
do, and ſo kept off religious attendance on the 
Lord. :So among thoſe whoſe manner of Life 
was an impediment to him in his purpoſe and 
deſign to 'walk with God; they were quarrel- 
ſome and contentious, and he could have no 
peace 'nor reſt with -them , -unleſs. he would. go 
with them, and do as they-did, Pſalm 120. 5. 
Wo u me, that. I ſcjourn im Meſech, that I dwell in the 
tents of Kedar, Now 'we fee that this is eminent 
in Perfons coming to a comfortable perſwaſion-of 
their Intereſt in Chriſt, they are impatient of 


any hindrance in Chriſtian Duty 3 they - much 
13ntend the -practice -of Godlineſs and Chriſtian 
-Daty. Bur there are ſome weakneſſes attend- 


ing this their intention of Duty , eſpecially at 


his Age, which here we muſt take ſome no- 
'xice of. - 


1. Their 
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17. Their Obedience at the firſt ſtands moſt in 
outward Actions. The firſt care of a Chriſtian 
about his Obedience, is to rectify his life, and 
amend his ways. He has firſt notice of his out- 
ward actual Sin, before he comes to be ſo much 
aware of his indwelling Corruption ; and ſo he 
doth not yet effecually conſider, no nor under- 
ſtand what work he has to do within himſelt : 
Like unskilful Menders of the Highways, where 
they find a Slough or Quick-ſand, they lay a little 


.Gravel on the top, and that holds awhile, and 


then ſinks in ; but wiſer Men dig to the bottom, 
and ſcour the Ditches, to drain away the water, 
and fo clear the way. Every converted -man 
knows the Dodtrine of Original Sin, in fome 
degree ; but men little think what the ſin and 
wickedneſs of their Nature is, when firſt they ſer 
out Heavenward, till ſome experience of them- 
ſelves has ſhewed them what falſe and treacherous, 
proud and ſelfiſh, yea , ſenſual and brutiſh hearts 
they have within them ; and therefore at firſt if 
they can reform their Lives, and- outward Acti- 
ons, they think they have done their buſineſs, and 
ſo fall diretly upon that the Corinthians at firſt 
were careful and inquiſitive about ontward Acti- 


. ons and Eſtates, Marriage and Celibacy,(or ſingle 


Life ) 1 Cor. 7. 1. eating things offered to Idols, 
whether they might totich them or no, Chap. 8. 1. 
Theſe were their work and enquiry, not as yet 
ſo much minding their Pride, which made them 
contentious and ſchiſmatical; and therefore the 
Apoſtle heard not of that immediately from 
themſelves, as of the other matters ; but by thoſe 
of the houſe of Chloe, which ſome take to have 
been a Town or Village, or Family, at ſome di- 


ſtance from Corinth, which had obſerved .it in 


F 4 them, 
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them, 1 Cor. I. IT. For it hath been declared unto me 
of jeu, my brethren, by them which are of the houſe of 
Chloe, that there are contentions among you. v6- 
condly, | | 

2. 'They are uſually very much led by the ex- 
2mple of good men, as to the manner and me- 
thod of Chriſtian practice, without a due enqui- 
ry after the Scripture-grounds for it. Though 
they are heartily deſirous toknow the Will of God 
as before, yet in many things they contentedly 
fall into the ſame Road wherein Chriſtians of 
rheir time walk, without examining the Rule, as 
thinking that certainly ſuch good men muſt needs 
be right. Much is ſaid about the way to advance 
Uniformity, but Experience ſhews that Cuſtom 
and Example is moſtly inducing to Uniformity. 
Well-diſpoſed men commonly aſlociate themſelves 
to thoſe whom they look upon as Diſciples of 
Chriit, and do as they do, without looking any 
further. Hence they are ſubje& to be puzled by 
men of unſound Opinions, that obje& againſt their 
Chriſtian practice, becauſe thev have little but 
2xample to plead for it. And here young Con- 
verts often fail 5 not that they follow others in 
that that is good, (for that argues humility, and 
a good eſteem of them that fear God ) but that 
they obſerve not the Apoſtle's Rule , which 
teaches to conſider how thoſe others follow 
Chriſt, x Cor. 1x. 1. Be ye followers of me, as I am 
of Chrift. Thirdly, 
' 2. They do many times unduly divide them- 
ſelves between Duties of Religion , and their 
particular Callings. They are at firſt ſo eager to 
hear Sermons, and join with others in Prayer 
and Conference , and ſuch Chriſtian, Exerciſes, 
that they take not a fitting Conſideration of _ | 


God requires of them in their particular ſtations: 
So their Families ſuffer, if they have Families, or 
their Parents or Maſters are injured by their un- 
ſeaſonable attendance on Exerciſes of Chriſtiani- 
ty, while they forset the Ordinance of God, that 
in ſix days we ſhould do all our work, all that is 
incumbent on us, as neceſſary to be done : Yea, 
this way ſometimes, young Profeſſors take them- 
ſelves off from their buſineſs, and unfit twemſelves 
for it, and ſometimes diſorder their minds, and 
weaken their vewp. natural Faculties, by an ir- 
regular Intention. I ſay, by an irregular Intention 
upon ſpiritual things ; and this turns much to the 
diſparagement of Religion, among them that 
have a mind to take up all Exceptions againſt ir 
that they can meet with ; as if Religion put 
People beſides themſelves. Thus *tis many times 
with Chriſtians at firſt ſetting out, but afterward 
we find them, and they find themſelves flow 
enough, and lamentably backward to the beſt 
Exerciſes. Fourthly, 

4thly, The newneſs of the way of Chriſtiani- 
ty to them, is very much a cauſe of their plea- 
ſure in it. They take up Duty in obedience to 
| God, and love it for its goodneſs ; and fo far 
Grace adts: them, and works in them : But be- 
ſides, there is a natural pleaſure which they take 
in it, as a mew courſe of life, to which they have 
not been uſed : And this ſerves for a while, to 
hold them up to a great deal of forwardneſs and 
activity, which afterwards wears off with its 
cauſe, and leaves but fo much activity behind, as 
there 1s Grace in the Soul to produce and main- 
tain it. This ſometimes makes Chriſtians ſeem to 
others to have been but Hypocrites in their for- | 
mer diligence in Chriftianity, becauſe they are 
| now 
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now more remiſs ; and commonly themſelves at 
ſome time or other, are brought to ſuſpe& that 
they have no ſaving Grace in them at all, becauſe , 
as they think chey are grown worlſe-z whereas 
indeed there is but an accidental Motive fallen 
off, which makes the Motion flower than it was, 
though the true and proper Principle remains. 
As if a Man pulls a Clock or Jack by the Line, 
when 'tis going, it goes apace ; .but when he 
withdraws his hand, it goes more ſlowly , and 
Vet it goes as faſt as the proper weight made it 
g0 his, and is not grown a worſe Clock or 


Jack, bur only the Hand-help 1s withdrawn. This 


nexneſs is it which cauſes that fir/# love which the 
Epheſians are blamed for leaving, Rev.2.4. Newer- 
theleſs I hawe ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou baſt 
teft thy firſf love. Now this ſome take to be the 
zeal and forwardneſs of Chriſtianity, for the new- 


-nefs of it : But ſome may object and ſay, 


Objef. This may ſeem to be no fault in the 
Epheſians, and not reprovable in them -; *tis no 


fault to leave it. IT anſwer : 


Anſ{w. *Tis Sin in others as in them, when we 


«do not love Duty ftill in as high degree for 
Chriſt's ſake, when ſuch accidental motions fall 
.off, as when they are at the higheſt, as a School- 
-boy ſhould love his Book when *tis old, as when 


it was freſh and new : ſo perhaps new Converts 


loved Chriſtianity better at firſt than afterward, 
' but it's their fault. 


Thus far have I been ſpeaking concerning 
Chriſtians that are hopefully and comfortably in 
a ſtate of ſalvation. I now proceed to the reaſon 
of this, why Chriſtians that are comfortably al- 


fured 
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ſured of their ſafe eſtate, do give up themſelves 
to the practice of godlineſs, why they are fo 


active and forward in the Duties of Religion. 
Firſt, 


1 R. Chriſtians comfortably aſſured of their | 


Juſtification, or Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, do there- 
fore heartily give up themſelves to the ſervice of 
Righteouſneſs, becauſe they love God, and this is 
the proper exerciſe of their love. The grace of 
love to God is implanted in their Souls in their 
firſt Converſion, when as yet they have no clear 
aſſurance of their ſalvation ; but when they come 
to a comfortable perſwaſion that they are in a 
ſtate of grace, they love God, becauſe he has firſt 
loved them ; ſee Pſal. 116. 1. I love the Lord, be- 
cauſe he hath heard my woice. Andin 1 Fob. 4. 19, 
We love him, becauſe be firft lowed ar. Secondly, 


2 R. The trouble and torments which their 
Sin has brought upon them, makes them gladly 
betake themſelves to a courſe of Holineſs, in hope 
to beat eaſe: Pſal. 25.12, 13. What mana he that 
feareth the Lord ? bin ſhall he teach in the way that 
be fhall chuſe. His (oul ſhall dovell at eaſe, &c.- Obe- 
.dience ſeems to fleſh and blood a very hard and 
weariſom courſe of life, and therefore it pleaſes 
God 41o to order it, -that men ſhould return 40 
him, wearied with the troubles and vexatious 
fears and deſpairs which attend on Sin, that they 
may be the more willing to give up themſelves to 
Holineſs and Qbedience. 


3R. Thirdly, They know it is the way to their 
compleat happineſs. Tho:Heaven-be net meritefd 
by.Holinefs, yer *tis,noet:to .be ghtained without 


it ; 
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it; as Heb. 12. 14. Without holineſs 10 man ſhall fre 
| the Lord. Tr's a uſual faying of Divines, Thar 
Holineſs does not merit Heaven, - þut it is the 
way to it; and this Chriſtians underſtanding , 
are more willing and forward in the practice of 
Holineſs. IT come now to the Uſes. 


Uſe 1. This confutes the uſual Objection 
againſt the Dodrine of Aſſurance of Salvation , 
that it leads to the negle& of duty ; for, fay 
they that deny Aſſurance attainable, If once men 
be perſuaded that they are in a ſtate of Salvation, 
and ſhall be faved, they will prefently think it- 
needleſs to take more pains about their Salvation. 
But we have ſeen, : that a comfortable perſuaſion 
"of their being in a ſafe Eſtate, is an effectua) ar- 
gument to duty ; and Chriſtians never ſer ſo cou- 
ragiouſly and reſolvedly upon the practice of 
Godlineſs, as when they have attained a good 
aſſurance of their Salvation. | 


Uſe 2. This Dodrine which I have been pro- 
pounding to you, may convince men of their 
'Self-deceit , who negle& duty , and take liberty 
'to fin, becauſe they hope to be ſaved. It's a falſe 
Opinion of an intereſt in God, that ftands with 
the negle&t of his Commands ; eſpecially when 
*ris the ground and argument of that negle&t. 1 
am God aljuffcient, walk before me, and be perfett, 
'Gen. 15. So God indents with them whom he 
'receives for his people, and they conſent with 
him. You that live beſide the known Rules of 
Chriſtianity, without any ſtated worſhip of God 
in your Families, without the Exerciſe of Secret 
Prayer, and meditations in your Chambers, and 


Cloſets ; you that ordinarily profane the — 
an 


Of the Progreſs of a Believer, &c. 77 
and lay it common to your worldly Uſes ; that 
are ordinarily guilty of ſwearing, lying, defraud- 
ing and injuring your Neighbours ; that are in- 
temperate in eating and drinking, &c. and you 
that ſo clearly know your ſin, that you uſe your 
art and skill to hide it from the eyes of men: Do 
you not know, that the wrath of God is revealed 
from Heaven againſt ſuch unrighteouſneſs of 
men? Yea, but poſlibly ſome may ſay, 'We have 
believed in Jeſus Chriſt, and are juſtified through - 
his. Blood, and hope to be ſaved, as well as thoſe, 
that live the ſtricteſt lives. Certainly your hopes 
deceive you, and you are in a periſhing eſtare. 
For the knowledge of being in a ſtate of Grace, 
| will make them apply themſelyes to the practice 

of Godlineſs. — being made free from ſin , ye be- 
came the ſervants of righteouſneſs. Such is the caſe 
of thoſe that encourage themſelves in the Exam- 
ples of Neab, and David, Fore-fathers, or of men 
reputed godly. 


Uſe 3. It helps much to confirm Chriſtians in 
their hopes of Salvation , who find themſelves 
' moved and excited to Obedience ; *tis a ſign your 
Perſuaſion 1s rightly grounded. | 

And thus much for this third Step of Converts. 
toward their Salvation ; A rn ſetling upon 
a courſe of Chriſtian Practice, 
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Having therefore theſe promiſes ( dearly belo- 
wed ) let us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthi- 


meſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfedting holi- 


neſs in the fear of God. 


TF'HE fourth Period , ſpace , or interval of a 
Chriſtian's motion towards Perfection that 
T ſhall ſpeak of, is a laborious endeavour to mor- 
tify in-dwelling Sin ; which is intimated in theſe 
words, as here laid in an Exhortation from Chap- 
ter the Sixth When a Chriſtian under perſua- 
ſions that he is in a ſtate of Grace, has for ſome 
time made it his buſineſs to reform/ and rectify 
his life ; though he meets with no ſmall obſtacles 
without, yet he manifeſtly perceives at length, 
that the greateſt difficulty of his work ariſes from 
the evil that is within him ; hat other law , of 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks fo fully, Rom. 7.23. But 
T fee another law in my pembers warring againſt the 
law of my mind 5 and thereupon proceeds to the 
great Deſign, of mortifying- his inherent Luſts 
and- Corruptions. Let as cleanſe our ſelyes, &c. 
The Apoſtle Paul here reprefents himſelf, and 
the Corinthians. : 


x. Firſt, As in a ſtate of Grace and Salvation : 
Having the Promiſes, in which God undertakes 
to be their Father, and takes them for his Chil- 
dren. 
24h, As being comfortably perſuaded that they 


were in that happy eſtate. 
| | 34ly, As 
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_ 34dly, As intending to perfe@ holineſs : That 
is, to perform the Will of God in a courſe of obe- 
dience ; Perfe&ing holineſs in the fear of God, And 
in order to this, he ſtirs up himſelf and them, to 
a ſtrenuous and diligent endeavour, to purge out 
their yet remaining and indwelling Sin. Let us 
cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and [p;- 
rit, And hence we have this Dodtrinal Obſer- 
vation. | 


Do#r. That Chriſtians heartily intending obe- 
dience to God in their Lives, are thereupon effe- 
Qually diſpoſed to mortify Sin dwelling in their 
Souls, - Heb. 21. 1. Let us lay afide every weight, and 
the fin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and run with pa- 
tence, &c. They that are heartily intended to 
tun the race of duty, are thenceforth put upon it 
to caſt off the weight and fetters of inherent Sin z 
Such is Paul's report of his own Example, in the 
1.Cor. 9. 26. I ſo run, ngt as uncertain (that is) that 
I .may certainly obtain : There is his intention 
of obedience : And that he may {o obey, he mor- 
tifies the body of Sin. 7 keep under my body, and 
bring it under {ubjeftjon. Now that a man does in- 
deed intend the mortifying of his Sin , that is 
within him , will appear, if we conſider theſe 
Evidences following : Firſt, 


- Evid. 1, Such Chriſtians they are full of for- 
rowful complaints of the evil and naughtineſs of 
their hearts; they would 80 forward in a way 
of holineſs , but being hindred by evil Inclina- 
tions, and Indiſpoſitions t« > Fury, they fadly be- 
wail the unhappy temper of their Souls ; which 
plainly argues a great defire and- inclination to 2 
better and more purified Eftate, Men that are 

- always 


| 
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manifeſtly an aſſay to mortify their Sin, to drown 
and choak it (as I may ſay). In godly ſorrow, 
an indeavour ( in the language of the Prophet ) 
to waſh the heart from wickedneſs, Jer. 4. 14. as the 
words may be expounded by Fames 4. 8,9. Cleanſe 
your hands ye ſinners, and purify your hearts ye double- 
minded.Though ſorrow and mourning do nothing 
to the waſhing away the guilt of Sin, yet it doth 
much to the removal of the filth of it : Though ic 
has no validity to ſatisfaction for ſin, yet it 
has much efhicacy to purification of the Soul 
from it. 

3. They are always inquiſitive after means and dire- 
ons to the bettering of their hearts. What may I 
do (ſays one) to get an humble heart, an hea- 
venly mind ? Inquiring how to ſuppreſs evil 
Thoughts, and keep them out ; to ſubdue unruly 
affections, and reſiſt ſinful Deſires. As before 
they were much in asking what is the will of 
God, that they might do it ; fo they are now 
in ſeeking how they may withſtand and over- 
come their own Wills which they find rebelling 
againſt the known Command of God. As Dit- 
eaſed Perſons are always asking , when they 
meet with thoſe that are skiltul , what is good 

againſt a Conſumption, a Dropſie, the Scurvy, & e: 
ſo Chriſtians heartily intending holineſs and-mor- 
tification of their Sins, are much diſpoſed to Que-= 


| ſtions (though not in the Fewiſh ſenſe ) about 


purifying : Queſtions about healing of Soul-dif- 
eaſes, and purging out of evil Humours. That 
Word, that Sermon, is moſt acceptable to fuch a 
Soul, which gives moſt proper Directions , and 
preſc1i>es moſt hopeful Remedies againſt evil and 
ſinful Inclinations, and gives him'moſt afhiſtance 


- againſt himſelf, as he is corrupt and ſinful. He 


(3 is 
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is not ſo mnich taken with a fine notion, or ar 
ingenious gloſs upon a Text , or a witty Inter-. 
pretation, as a ſolid direQtion againſt the evil of 
indwelling Sin. 
athly, They are always calling for the help of the 
ſpirit againſt their ſins, as finding themſelves unable to 
deſtroy and mortify them. Who ſhall deliver me , 
(that is to ſay) wilt not thou, O God ? as P/aln 
60.9, 10. At firſt newly converted Souls are all 
for the comforting operation of the Spirit 3 but 
now for his Soul-ſanctifying Work, that they may 
through the ſpirit mortify the deeds of the body, Rom. 
- 8. 13. and as David requeſts in Pſalm 51.10. Cre- 
ate in me a clean heart, O God. | 
ſthly, They are altogether uncontented with the 
good apprehenſwns that others profeſs to have of them. 
Yea rather diſcontented at them , becauſe they 
know ſo much evil by themſelves which others 
are not aware of. So though their Brethren ju- 
itify them, they condemn themſelves , and have 
it uſuall in a readineſs to anſwer, Oh, if theſe men 
that ſeem to have ſuch hopeful thoughts of me 
did but know the vile workings of my wicked 
heart, they would never endure me. They judge 
of me as they think, but lictle think what I know 
by my ſelf. The heart, as Solomon ſays, knows its 
0201 grief. The Soul that's burthened with ſinful 
Luſts, and labouring againſt them, cannot believe 
. the Caſe of any others to be ſo bad as his. As 
no man thinks his Neighbour's trouble, though of 
the ſame kind, ſo grievous as his own. This high 
diſlike and loathing of a man's own Sin, when it 
lies quite out of ſight of other men, is a great evi- 
| dence that the work of Mortification is ſet on 
foot, and proceeding in the Soul ; for God giveth 
grace 10 the humble, 1 Pet. 5. and as Grace is com- 
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ing in, Sin 1s going out. And thus have I en- 
deavoured to ſhew you thoſe Evidences that ap- 
pear in Chriſtians that are heartily incending and 
endeavouring the mortifying of inherent Sin. But 
now a little to ſpeak to the conſequence which 
the endeavour of mortification has to the ſincere 
practice of Holineſs ; or the Reaſons why Chri- 
ſtians intending an holy Life, are thereupon dit- 
poſed to nom indwelling Sin. 


R. 1. A ſmcere intention of obedience gives a man 
notice of the ſin within him. By a ſincere endeavour 
to reform his Life, a Chriſtian comes to diſco- 
ver Sin that is within himſelf. As *tis faid of 
Ephraim, Hol. 7. 1. When 1 would have healed Jrael, 
then the iniquity of Ephraim was diſcovered 5 and 
Rom. 7.23. 1 ſee another law in my members war- 
ring againſt the law of my mind. Newly converted 
Chriſtians, till they have tried a-while what they 
can do in practice of Godlinefs, little think what 
proud, ſtubborn, earthly and hypocritical hearts 
they have within them ; little think what work 
they have to do in their own Souls. Burt by that 
time they have applied themſelves a-while to 4t, 
they find ſuch a backwardneſs to duty, as they 
could not have imagined, and fuch an aptnels to 
receive Temptations and Sin, withour temptation, 
as they did not think themſelves guilty of ; their 
often relapſes, and breaking of Reſolutions, ſhew- 
eth them the falſhood and treachery of their hearts, 
which they were not formerly aware of; and 
now they ſee that they have a great work of re- 
formation to do as well within as without; as if a 
man-reform his Family, he ſhall find not only all 
Companions without, bur ſome of his. own Chil- 
dren againſt ir. 

: (23 adly, 
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2dly, Internal Sin once diſcovered, appears more evil 
and hateful to a Chriſtian, than hu outward ſinful 
| Attions. Tt is that which the Apoſtle calls exceed- 
ll ing ſmful Sin , as Rom. 7. 13. Outward Adts of 
Sin derive all their Evil from the vicious Inclina- 
tions, and evil Intentions of the Soul : (The more {| 
there is of Pride, Wilfulneſs and Stubborneſs of 
the Heart in any Sin, the worſe and more hateful 
it is. If e {i wilfully, Hebr. 10. 26. after we have 
received the Ryowtledge of the truth, there remains 10 
more ſacrifice for ſin. And the cul that doth ought 
preſumptucuſly, ſhall be cut off, Numb. 15. 30. So 
that now a Chriſtian ſecs that he has cauſe and 
need to labour more to mortify his internal Cor- 
ruption, than to re&ify his outward Actions, that 
being the greateſt pare of his work. 

;3dly, Outward Reformation can never be throng hiy 
carried on, witheaut reforming the heart. A] the pra- 
&ice of Chriſtianity that we can attain to in our 
outward Actions, while Sin is unmortined in the 
heart, is but forced and violenr, and fach as will 
not hold. Weeds, you know, that are cut off above 
the ground, will grow again, you mult pluck them 
up by the roots if vou would clear the ground of 
them; therefore the Apoſtle bleſſes God for the 
Romans, that they had obeyed from the heart that form- 
of do&Frine which was delivered them, Rom. 7. 13. 
Cleanſing the heart, is of necefiity to waſhing the 
hands in innocency, P/al. 73. 13. till they come 
to this, Chriſtians do but intend and aſlay to recti- 
fy their Lives, never do it to purpoſe. But 

4thly, The motion of a Chriſtian towards God, u« 
in proſecution of communion with him, which 1s hin- 
dred by indwelling Sin 5 Iniquities ſeparate. It a 
Chriſtian would walk with God, he muſt cleanſe 


his heart, or he can haye no intimacy with him. 
\ 'This 
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This Duty of Seif-cleanſing, is propound<ed in the 
Text to this very end, that we may attain the 
happineſs of God's gracious preſence, that he may 
dwell and walk with us, as in Char. 6. 16, 17. 1 
will dwell in them, and walk in them. Where God 
waiks with a man, he dwells within him ; and 
that cannot be without an ejection of Sin. The 
Apoſtle Fames requiring men to draw nigh to 
God, promiſes that he will draw nigh to them, 
prefently commands them to purify their hearts, 
Jam. 4. 8. Draw mgh to God, and he will draw nigh 
to you. Cleanſe your hands ye ſinners, and purity your 
hearts. . 


ethly, oriificatson of Sin, is the proper effect of a 
ſencere Obedience. Every gracious action adds ſome- 
thing to the habit or principle of grace in the 
Soul, ſo much it doth to the weakning of the 
contrary corruption. To perform the work of a 
godly man, is the way to become more godly. 
The way of the Lord zs ſtrength to the upright, Prov. 
T0. 29, And by holding on his way, he grows ſtronger 
and ſtronger, Job 17. 9. Now the ſtronger a man 
1s in grace, the weaker fin 1s in him ; contrary 
qualities deſtroy one another, as they increaſe ; 
Grace, by doing its own work, undoes its Adver- 
ſary. I now proceed to the Uſes. 


1 Ulſe. The fir#t Uſe u for comfort to ſincere Chri- 
ſtians again#t all the attivity of men to hinder them 
in their ſpiritual work and buſmeſs. A. main part of 
a Chriſtian's work lies where men can give it no 
impediment, nor ſo much as ſee what is done; it 
lies within doors, where no other perſon can 
force an entry. It was the great endeavour of 
the Fews enemies to hinder their work of build- 

G4 ing 


$86 Of the Progreſs of a Believer, &c. 
ing the Temple, and then of the wall at Fersſa- 
lem, Neh.4.11. And our adverſaries ſaid, They ſhall 
not know, neither ſee, till we come in the midſt among 
them, and ſlay them, and cauſe the work to ceaſe. SO 
*tis the delign of Satan and his Followers to hin- 
der the work of Chriſtianity ; but againſt this 
part of a Chriſtian's work they can do nothing. 
He may throw down and demoliſh the works of 
Satan, and fortify himſelf inwardly againſt remp- 
tations and feducements, and none can hinder 
him or obſerve him ; all external oppoſition 
ſerves to carry. on this work, to make Chriſtians 
more holy within, more heavenly-minded, more 
zealous {or God, and indifferent to the world. 
So they that would hinder you from the out- 
ward part of your Duty, will further you in that 
which is your great and main work, purging out 
malice and envy, and wrath and ited againſt 
them; and. for all that ever they can do, you may 
be ſtrengthning your ſelves in your love to, God, 
lowering your ſelves in humilicy, bowing your 
ſouls to patience, and perſwading your hearts to 
love them that uſe you. moſt unkindly and inju- 
rioauſly : while men are acting their enmity a- 
gainft you, you may be confirming your love to 
them, which will be no ſmall advantage to you 
Again+t theſe there 3s no law, Gal. 5.22. 


24 Ulſe. The ſecond Uſe ſhews the unſoundneſs of 
their Religion who reſin external Reformation. Chri- 
ſtians indeed begin there, but they cannot reſt 
there, nor ſuffice themſelves with it. Ir's that 
which our Saviour charges on the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, that they made clean the outſide only. 
You are temperate, and abſtain from Exceſles ; 


juſt and honeſt in your dealings; you worſhip 
God 
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God in publick, and in Families as others : But 
what do you within doors ? Thirdly, 


34 Ule. I: ſhews how far they are from true Chri- 
ſtianity, that are mot careful ſo muchas to refify the 
courſe of their Lives; who make not clean the out- 
ſide, that are not aſhamed to appear outwardly 
Unegodly, Atheiftical, Voluptuous, Intemperartc. 
Fourchly, 


4th Uſe. The Fourth Uſe is, to perſwade Chri- 
ftians to the mortification of Sin. 

I. Reſolvedly deny the motions of Sin, when firft 
you obſerve them. As 4ſaph, when he found his 
heart about to ſpeak bad language againſt God, 
Pſal. 73. 15. preſently recolle&s his thoughts, and 
ſays, If I ſpeak ſo, 1 (hall offend againſt the genera- 
tion of thy children. 

2dly, When you are overtaken in any ſignal at of 
Sin, take an early opportunity to humble your ſelves 
for it : So what Sin gains by your Fall, it will 
loſe, and ſomewhat more by your Humiliation. 

2dly, In all your reſiſfances to Sin, look up to Hea- 
ven for help.” As the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Pet. 5.3. Whom 
reſiſt ftedfaft in the faith. t 

4thly, IntereFf all your Croſſes and Afﬀiitions mto 
Rebukes for Sin, that you may ſet your hearts a- 
oainft it. 

fthly, Aim till at perfetion of Holineſs. As 1n 
the Text, Perfetting holineſs in the fear of God. Keep 
up an awful fear of God. And thus much for 
the fourth Period of a Chriſtian's motion towards 
Perfe&tion, A laborious endeavour to mortify in- 
dwelling Sin. | | 
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O wretched man ihit I am! 


T H E Fifth Step or Period of a Converts motion 
foward Perfefion, that I ſhall treat of, is the 
Sou's Confliff with Diſcouraging-troubles ariling 
from the ſenſe of indwelling Sin ; which as 'cis the 
main Subject of the latter part of this Chapter, ſo 
is moſt emphatically expreſt in theſe words, O 
wretched man that I am ! who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death! or, as 'tis in the Margin, 
from this body of death. 

I confeſs I cannot well fay how long Paul had 
been ' converted when he wrote this Epiſtle, the 
time of his writing it being uncertain ; bur *is 
certainly evident firſt, | 

1. That he ſpeaks of himſelf as a converted 
Perſon,and in the ſtate of Grace,renewed and ſan- 
&ified in ſome good degree; his Will being habicu- 
ally determined againſt the evil which he did, and 
to the good which he did not, as verſes 15,16. and 
werſes 18, 19, He fpeaks of himſelf, of his er 
man, delighting in the law of God, verſe 22. which 
1s the very practice of a godiy man, as David 
ſpeaks in Pal. 40.8. I delight to do thy will, O my 
God: : yea, thy law is within my beart, The Law 1s 
always grievous to a wicked man; though he may 
like well of ſame Duties required by it, yet the 
Law it ſelf is a burden to him, which he is not 
willing to bear, &c. All this that he profeſſes of 
himſelf, ( to wit ) that he had ſuch a will to 
00d againſt evil, and delighting in the Law, was 
Foe Cm ET:  * highly 
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highly good, and that for which he is thankful, 
verſe 25. 1rhank God through Feſns Chrift our Lord. 
But he utterly denies any good to dwell in him 
as carnal, verſe 18. For I know that in me ( that is 
in my fleſh ) dwelleth no good thing. So that if he 
had now been altogether fleſhly and carnal, thus 
much good could not have been in him, nor any 
at all, 

2dly, That be ſpeaks of himſelf as labouring to do 
the Will of God in a courſe of Obedience. He did 
ſome good, and intended and was defirous to do 
all the reſt, even that he did not ; and though he 
did many evil actions, yet his intention and en- 
deavour was againſt them all, which is manifeſtly 
- caſe of a man applying himſelf to holineſs of 
life. 

2dly, That m his endeavouring thas to obey God in 
all bis Aftions, he found a ſtrong and wigorom Incli- 
nation in hs heart to Sin, and againſ} Holineſs. As 
appears, verſe 21. 1 find then a law, that when 1 
would do good, evil ws preſent with me. And ver.23. 
T fee another law in my members warring againſt the 
Jaw of my mind. 

athly, That upon this diſcovery of ſo much wicked- 
neſs within him, he turned his hearty endeavours againſt 
;t. As appears by theſe words, verſe 23. Rebel- 
ling, Warring, leading Captive. In his mind he 
had ( as 7 wy entertained the Law of God, 
and in obedience thereto he made reſolute De- 
crees againſt his contrary Inclinations : But they 
rebelled ; he fought againſt them, and they againſt 
him ; for a War cannot be without fighting on 
both ſides. And when he ſinned at any time, he 
was carried Captive by his indwelling Sin, which 
plainly argues he made reſiſtance againſt it ; for 
they are 'Adverſaries one to another, that carry 
oN6 another Captive. 5thly, 
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thly, That in this War againſt his evil Inclina- 
tions, he found himſelf too weak of himſelf to obtam 
the Victory, and therefore cries qut as a diſtreſſed 
man in theſe words, O wretched man that IT am! 
No man will fo bewail his caſe, that finds it in the 
power of his hand to keep himſelf, O 2vrerched 
man that I am ! it's the ſame word that's tran- 
flated Miſery , Rom. 3. 16. Deftrution and mi- 
fery are in their ways. And Jam. 5. 1. Go to now 
ye rich men, weep and howl for your miſeries that ſhall 
come upon jou; O miſerable man I—! It's made of 
two Greek words, which i nify Suffering and La- 
mentation ; that is to fy am a lamentable Sut- 
icrer. Hence we obſerve this Dodtrine : 


Dogtr. That Chriſtians heartily endeavouring and 
dabouring again#t Indwelling Sin, are ſubjec} to much 
diſcouraging and afflieting trouble about it. O wretch- 
ed man that I am ! The very Phraſes of mort:- 
tying the members of the body of Sin, Colofl. 3. 5. 
Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 
carth ; fornication, &c. Crucitying the Fleſh, imply 
much pain and anguiſh; killing and crucifying 
are painful things. 


 Obje#, Yea, you will ſay, to them that are kil- 
led ; now that is Sin, not. the man that kills it, I 


anfwer - 


Anſw. Sin in a man is ſo near to him, and has ſuch 
an union with him, that it is not unfitly called himſelf. 
And fo the man that mortifies Sin, as he is ſpiri- 
tyally renewed, mortifies himſelf as he is ſinful 
and unſanGified ; therefore the Apoſtle ſpeaking 
to the Coloſſians, bids them mortify their members ; 
that is to ſay, your hands, your feet, your oo, 

which 
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which is the very language of our Saviour, If thine 
eye offend, pluck it out, Mat. 5. 29. And that of 
David, Pſal. 38. 4, 5. is moſt plainly and naty- 
rally reſolved into this ſenſe , Mine iniquities are 
gone over. mine head : as an heavy burden they are too 
heavy. for me. He was engaged, as every good 
man is, in a Combat againſt Sin, and the work 


coo hard for him, and his Sin a burden too heavy, 
and that diſtreſſed him. 


Troubles of Chriſtians about Indwelling Sin. 


I. The firſt Trouble is, That it ſeems to increaſe and 
grow, upen them. It's a very grievous, thing to be 
conflicting with a growing Adyerſary, as David 
ſays, Plal. 3. 1. Lord, how are they increaſed that 
trouble me ! A great diſcouragement_ and heart- 
killing thing to a, Chriſtian ſtriving a.gainſt Sin, 
when he apprehends it more and more abound- 
ing in him. When the Body of. Sin appears in 
him like the Hydra, of. which the Poets give us 
their Fictions of a Serpent of. Fifty Eleads,where- 
of, when one was cut oft, two more. preſently grew 
up in the ſtead of: it. ; what hope, of! overcoming 
ſuch. an Adrerſary.! a2d the unlik3lineſs of the 
Vidory, muſt needs be a. fore. trouble to the 
Combatant. Thus Paul complains that he was 
ſold under Sin, verle 14. as a Captive or a Slave - 
that is ſold in the Market by him that has him in 
his power to do what he will with him, as 2 Tin. 
2. ult. Taken captive by Satan, at his will. He that's 
ſold, is more hopeleſs than he that is but newly 
taken. Alas ! fays the Soul, I ara at that pals 
now, that one ſight of a tempting Obje&t, one 


word, one thought will hurry awaj/ my Soul into 


ſinful deſires, and reaching after for bidden things, 
| _ whcaih 


CT TRE OPT Ip any ar A oe 


92 Of the Progreſs of a Believer, &c. 


which awhile ago were abominable to me, and I 
thought all the Arc of Hell could never reconcile 
me to them ; ſure T am much worſe than ever, 
O wretched man that I am ! Beſides this, growth of 
Sin appears, in a woful backwardneſs and indiſ- 
poſition to Duties of Holineſs, ro which the Sou! 
was much inclined: heretofore. Time was when 
1 found no hindrance to Duty but worldly buſi- 
neſs, or the prohibition of Superiors, or the 
Scorns of Neighbours, &c. And if I could but get 
time from my Calling, and leave of my Friends, 
andliberty of my Superiors, I eafily broke through 
other diſcouragements, and found . nothing to 
ſtay me ; but now when I have leifure enough, 
and leave enough to wait on God in Duties, my 
heart ſtands off from them, T am fain to force 
and drive my ſelf to them, and many times can- 
not do ſo much ; certainly Sin is encreaſing and 
growing in me, againſt all my Prayers, Refolu- 
nons and Endeavours to forſake it. ' 

 2dly, They wery much ſuſpe& themſelves to be alto- 
gether gracelefs and unrenewed. They ſee fo much 
Sin in themſelves, and that fo hateful and abomi- 
nable, that they can hardly think it poſlible it 
ſhould ſtand with Grace. | It's true the Apoſtle 


Paul could in this caſe diſtinguiſh between him- 


ſelf abſolutely confidered, and himſelf in his 
fleſh or fleſhly part ; and therefore when he was 
{aying, I» me there dwells no good thing, he limited 


it to the fleſh'in me, that is, in my fleſh ; but eve- 


ry Chriftian has it not in a.readineſs ſo to diſtin- 
gnih. Many fincere Chriſtians conclude them- 
ſelves to have no Grace, becauſe that- they ſee 
they have ſo much Sin ; and this is a fore AﬀMi- 
&ion. I had hoped, ſays a Chriſtian, that I was 


'in Chriſt, and took much joy in my ſuppoſed ſa- 


ved 
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ved Eſtate; after much fear and terror, Thad my 
heart quieced, and I thought upon right grounds ; 
then T ſet upon Reformation, and I thought was 
acted in it by the Holy Spirit; but now I fear the 
work of Converſion was never ſoundly wrought 
in me, as the Diſciples were diſtreſſed with fear 
that Jeſus was not the Chriſt ; We hoped it had been 
he that ſhould hawe redeemed Iſrael. T find my ſelf 
ſo proud, ſo ſenſual, ſo under the power of bru- 
tiſh and baſe Luſfts, that ic ſeems utterly impro- 
bable there ſhould be one ſpark of ſaving Grace 
in me. Oh ſad Caſe ! ſo many Convidtions, fo 
many Sorrows endured, ſo many Hopes conceiv- 
ed, ſo many Prayers for Mercy poured out, and 
ſo many Purpoſes and Reſolutions of Obedience 
taken up, and all loſt; and am I a gracelels Sin- 
ner yet? O wretched man that I am ! Such a Soul 
knows, by what it has formerly felt and ſuffered 
under condemnings of Law and Conſcience, 
what *tis to be in an unregenerate Eſtate, and 
therefore is moſt ſadly afflicted when it falls un- 
der fear of being yet in that Eſtate. 

z2dly, They many times fear they ſhall never pre- 
wail againFt their Indwelling Sin, becauſe they find it 
ſo ſtrong and ative, They labour ſadly under 
bondage to their Luſts, and they fear ic will never 
be better with them, and this muſt needs be a 
ſore trouble to a Soul that has ſo much Grace as 
to make Sin a burden to him, and to make him 
hunger and thi:ſt after Righteouſneſs. It was a 
grievous thing to David, that God ſeemed to for- 
get him ; but that made it a full Afidtion indeed, 
that he begun to fear that it might be ſo for ever, 
P/al. 13.1. To be always thus enſlaved to vile af- 
fetions, &c. it's a woful miſery. What ſhould I 
do in this Caſe, fays the Soul ? if I humble mY 
vir, 
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ſelf, acknowledge my Sin, flie to mercy, and cry 
out for help from Heaven, ec. it's but the ſame T 
have done already, and, for ought I ze, the evil 
Spirit prevails upon me, as that of old did upon 
the Sons of Sceva; and if this be the ſucceſs of 
ſuch Aſſays, what hope but T muſt be a Slave to 
Satan, and to abominable Luſts while I live ? 
4thly, They charge themſelves as Hypocrites in all 
their Profeſſion and Prattice of Chriſtianity hitherto. 
If they had been ſincere, they think they could 
not have been ſo bad and ſo baſe, as they now 
find themſelves to be within. No, ſure ſuch an 
heart as mine is, muſt needs be unſanRified and 
oraceleſs, and then have I diſſembled with God 
and Man all this while? How often have Mini- 
ſters comferted me as a Convert, and Chriſtians 
received me, and prayed for me as a Believer, 
and thought a good Work was wrought in me, 
and were glad of it; and alas, I fear, I have 
been all this while but a painted Hypocrite, as the 
Martyr ſaid of himſelf. This is a fore trouble to 
him that knows the danger that Hypocrites are 
'In, but much more to him that hates Hypo- 
crily. 
thly, They [adly fear they ſhall return to their for- 

mer wickedneſs, or more, in their lives. Seeing they 
have ſo much Sin in themſelves, they can hard- 
ly hope better, but that God will give them up 
ro the Luſts of their hearts, and then they be- 
lieve they ſhall be as bad as any. Work Iniquity 
_ with. greedineſs, to their own ſhame, and the 
ſhame of the Religion they have profeſt, and of 
the Ordinances on which they have attended, and 

the People of God with whom they have con- 
verſed ; and this fear is a great AMidtion to 
_ 'them, though it be a good ſign of ſincerity. 
6thly, Some- 
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_ 6thly, Sometimes they tremble in the fear of (ome 
dreadful Fudgment , or ſore Rebuke from God to fall 
pon them. "They think God will not long bear 
with ſuch finful Wretches, Perſons fo proud ; fo 
ſenſual, ſo hypocritical, but. ſome way or other 
providentially manifeſt his diſpleaſure againſt 
them; if they be graceleſs, they know God x 
angry with the wicked every day. And if he in- 
tends good to them, they look he ſhould take 
ſome ſevere Courſe with them ; therefore David 
prays, Lord rebuke me not in thy wrath, &c. Pſalm 
38. 1. They find their hearts fo lazy, and them- 
ſelves ſo formal and hypocritical , they think 
{ſure God will deal ſeverely with them in their 
Perſons and Families, &c. 
7thly, They are often affiited with the fear of pe- 
riſhing eternally. That this fear was riſing in the 
heart of the Apoſtle himſelf , when he ſpoke 
theſe words, may very probably be collected from 
what follows, Chap. 8. 1. where he ſeems to en- 
courage himſelf againſt the danger of its Death, 
and the means which he profeſles himſelf to uſe 
for prevention of that danger: There a therefore 
now no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Fe- 
ſes, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the (parit. 
And in 1 Cor. 9. 27. I keep under my body , and 
bring it into ſubjeion , leſt that by any means 
when I have preached to others, I my ſelf ſhould 
be a caſt-away. Which ſhews. that he was nor 
altogether above the fear of it. And indeed this 
muſt needs be a ſore trouble to them that have 
caſted of the Wrath of God in their former Con- 
victions , and have had the ſenſe of his Love 
ſhed abroad in their hearts, and have been com- 
forted in the hope of Glory. Neither Fudas nor 
Cain ever felt ſuch horror and afſtoniſhmenc _ 
er 
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der their deſpairs, as a ſincere Chriſtian in this 
caſe of fears would fall into, if he were not up- 
held by a fecret power of Grace. For alas, they 
never knew ſo much of the Love and Goodneſs 
of God , as the weakeſt of ſincere Chriſtians 
knows , nor ever had ſuch deſires and hopes to 
enjoy him. 

come now to ſome Cauſes of theſe great 
Troubles in ſincere Chriſtians about Sin within. 


1. The firſt Cauſe is, — The awakened aftivity 
of Sin and Satan being effeFually diſturbed by the 
Spirit of a When the ſtrong Man 
keeps the Houſe, all things are at peace, Luke 171. 
21. 4. e. till the ſtronger, the Lord Feſws, enters 
and begins to take away his Goods, and his Har- 
neſs ; Then Satan beſtirs himſelf, and raiſes all 
the force of ſordid Luſts and Corruptions, which 
lay much more ſtill before ; if Sin had been 
ſo ative before, the Sinner would have proceed- 
ed to the very acting of the Sin, which now it 
doth but reach at, being checked and held back 
by - Grace , which makes him fay in himſelf; 
how ſhall I do this great wickedneſs ? But now, 
as things are ordered by the bleſſed Work of 
God, there is a principle of Grace that forbids 
and hinders the acting of thoſe Sins, to which 
corrupted Nature is diſpoſed. And that conflict 
makes a great unquietneſs in the Soul, and fo 
gives a Chriſtian much more notice of the wick- 
edneſs of his heart than ever he had ; and hence 
ariſe thoſe Troubles, Diſtreſſes, and Fears, which I 
have ſpoken of; there being ſo much ado to hold 
in the wickedneſs that would be breaking out, 
and to repreſs the inward Motions of it. As 
when Phyſick is admitted into the Stomach , ill 
Humours 
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Humours are rouzed, and that cauſes hard Gripes, 
ſick Qualms, and ſad Complaints. Thele are, 
ultim: conatus moribundi peccati, the lalt Struglings 


of dying Sin. Firſt Cauſe, 


T. It's the ſubtilty of Satan. | 

I. To ſollicite ſome Men leſs to outward Atts of 
Sin, while unconwurted; becauſe he ſees and ob- 
ſerves *tis uſual with God, to make their great 
and groſs wickedneſs occaſional to their Con- 
viction and Converſion , according to that in 
Match. 21. 31. Publicans and harlots go into the 
kingdom of God before you. And therefore having 
hold on Men in a natural Eſtare, he is not- fo 
zealous to excite them to Sin, leſt he ſhould 
- over-do and ſuffer loſs. Therefore, I ſay, he ſo- 
licites ſome leſs ; for there are whom he drives on 
to much outragious Wickedneſs, as the Publicans 
and Harlots. | 

2dly, To ſtir up Men converted as much as he can *0 
Sin, that he may make Apoſtates of them. It they be 
not ſincere, which he knows not ; or make them 
ſhame their Profeflion by grofs Ads of Wicked- 
neſs, or at leaſt cauſe them to go on with the 
more trouble and diſcomfort. 

3dly, 1t & the nature of contraries to be excited by 
the Oppoſition of their contraries 3 'as we fee in 
Nature it ſelf. Water thrown upon the Smith's 
Coals makes them burn the more fiercely, and 
lo in Meteors. Philoſophers tell us, That che. 
cold Cloud gathering about an hot Vapour; 
makes the Heat gather ic ſelf cogecher, and. fo ir 
fires, and thence comes the Lightning and the 
'Thunder. Thus Grace in the Soul preſſing hard 
upon Corruption, makes it more vehement .in 
ics ſtrugling to preſerve irc ſelf.. Thus *tis no "_ 
er 
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der though Chriſtians ſtriving againſt Sin , think 
It grows upon them, becauſe it 15, indeed, more 
active and ſtirring than ever, though not more 
in the Habic or Principle. They have more 
evil deſires, and reachings, and wiſhings toward 
Sin; and thinkings, and ruminations upon it 
'than'ever. Sin that was always in them, is more 
ſinning in them. Luſt 1s more drawing aſide 
and enticing, and 1n oonceiving, as fames I. 14, 
If. than ever it was. Every man zs tempted, when 
he is drawn eway of bs own luſt, and enticed. When 
Luft hath conceived, it brings forth Sin; and 
Sin when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth Death, 
though the body of Sin it ſelf was as much and 
morc in the Soul. And hence come all the 
forementioned Troubles, the former Apprehen- 
fions which the Soul had of its peace with God, 
being for a time eclipſed by theſe ſad appear- 
ances. | 


Cauſe 2. They fee Sin more clearly than they aid 
before. The Spirit of Grace is a Spirit of Light 
in the underſtanding, by which they ſee the evil 
and fintulneſs of all thoſe within-door workings 
of Corruption, which they ſcarce found any fault 
withal before, and take notice of thoſe {tirrings 
of Sin which they did not mind before; and fo 
Sin being indeed more active than it was, and 
they having better Eyes to ſee it, no marvel that 
theſe think it much grown , and be otherwiſe 
much troubled at it, as Paul ſays, T ſee another law 
revelling and warring, 8C. | 

2dly, They have a greater diſlike of Sin. AS utt- 
derftanding more of the evil nature of it'; and 
the worſe apprehenſion they have of it, the more 


they are. troubled and: diſheartened at the ſight 
| O 
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of it. If you fee a company of Men coming 
towards you, and have no bad ſuſpicion of them 
you are not moved ; bur if you be informed, and 
aſſured , they are Thieves and Murderers , then 
you think they are many more than you ac- 
counted them , and your heart trembles at the 
ſight of them. Now the more Grace is in the 
Soul , the worſe opinion Men have of Sin, and 
the more afraid they are of ic. I come now to 


the Uſes. Firſt, 


Uſe x. This ſhews their unſoundneſs in Chriſtianity, 
whatever their Profeflion and external Practice may 
be, who are untroubled about their indwelling Sin. 
All Chriſtians are diſquieted and grieved for the 
Sin of their Natures , and they eſpecially that 
haye made ſome progreſs in Chriſtianity. But 
if a Man lives at eaſe from ſorrow and trouble 
about the internal Eſtate of his Soul, the condi- 
tion of things within him , ſure he is no lincere 
Chriſtian. 


Uſe 2. The fecond Uſe is for comfort to Chriſtians 
labouring under ſuch Fears and Troubles about in- 
dwelling Sin; but againſt theſe fears there is this 
comfort : 


ift, They are all Arguments of ſincerity. For it 
we only intended a form of Godlineſs, we ſhould 
be at peace with our indwelling fecret Sin. 
| 2dly, God has fit comforts in a readineſs for them. 
Bleſſed are they that thus mourn, Heavineſs may 
endure for a F 
ing 


ight, but joy comes in the Morh- 
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R O M. VII. 3s. 
Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt? 


"HE fixth Period, or Step of a Chriſtians 
= motion toward Perfe&ion , which I ſhall 
| ſpeak of, is, His renewed Comfort after a time of 
| Sorl-trouble about his indwelling Sin; and I ſhall 

ſettle what I have to ſay of it upon theſe words, 
Who ſhal ſeparate us from the leve of Chriſt * They 
are words of triumph over all the Enemies of the 
| Salvation of Chriſtians, among whom the Apo- 
| {tle plainly reckons himſelf, as appears by this 
| word (5s), Who (ha!l ſeparate as? Having ſpoken 
in the third Perſon, concerning Juſtification of 
the Elect, VYer/e 33, and 34. he concludes with 
a maniteſt infertion of himſelf among the Ele& 
and Juſtified, for whom Chriſt makes Interceſſt- 
| on -in Heaven. WWho alſo makes Interceſſion for 
z5; and thus proceeds to a challenge to all the 
| World to ſeparate him or any of them from the 
love of Chriſt. J#ho ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of Chriſt ? 
The love of Chriſt in this place, is not the 
love that Chriſtians bear to Chriſt , though 


none can aboliſh that; but it's the love of God ] 
to them , as Verſe 39. Nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us i 


from ihe love of God which is in Chrift Teſus our 
Lord. This love cleaves faſt to them , ſettles im- 
moveably upon them, as if it ſhould ſay, Thz s 1 
my reſt ing-place , here will I dwell, Pſalm 132. 14- 

This is the love of Chriſt unto Chriſtians, ac- t] 
2 cording 
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cording to that in Zeph. 3. 17. God reſts in his 
love; and this happineſs the Apoſtle Pay! aſſumes 
to himſelf. None ſhall ſeparate me from the love 
of Chriſt. It's obſervable, That Paul in the for- 
mer Chapter exprefles fo much trouble about in- 
dwelling Sin, and cries out, O wretched man that 
I am! now declares himſelf a happy Man among 
the Saints; as he ſpeaks here, Who ſhall [cperate 
- from the Ieve of Chriſt? And hence we may ob- 
ſerve, 


Dodt. That ſpiritual Comfort interrupted by Soul- 
froubles, revives in greater meaſures and higher de- 
grees. 

.  As.the Day is more pleaſant after the darkneſs 
of the Night, and the Spring after the cold- 
neſs of the Winter. Now TI ſhall ſhew you how 
"_ Comforts revive after Soul-trouble for 
In. X 


I. By advantage of Soul-trouble, Chriſtians do at- 
tain to @ better diſcovery of the Work of Grace in them- 
{elves. Tt ſerves in the end, to give a Mari a right 
underſtanding of himſelf. — When the Phyſician 
has ſhaken the Glaſs, he the better obſerves the 
Symptoms and Indications appearing in the Wa- 
ter. SO to put a Man into a Paflion, is uſually 
accounted a likely way to know what kind of 
Nature he is of, and how he ſtands affected. 

Thus Chriſtians by Soul-trouble , eſpecially a- 


bout indwelling Sin, 


1/}, They perceive that the Sin that's in them 

1s very grievous, and a ſore burthen to them. 
 24/y, That there is ſome better Principle -in 
them that makes earneſt oppoſition to it. | 
| H-3 34ly, That 
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2dly, That they really hunger and thirſt after 
a full freedom from it in Holineſs and Righte- 
oulneſs. Who ſhall deliver me ? So then 1 my 
ſelf ſerve the Iaw of God, Rom. 7. 25. Thus Peter 
by the advantage of his great trouble about de- 
nying Chriſt, came to perceive clearly that he 
loved him, Fohn 21. 17. Lord thou knoweſt 2ll 
things ; thou knoweſt that I owe thee, Indeed un- 
quietneſs of the mind makes a Man unable ta 
judge of himſelf , bur afterward he lies more 
open to his own view; as the Water after a 
Commotion being ſetled again, is more perſpi- 
CUOUs. 


2dly, After Chriſtians have been a while exerciſed 
with Soul-trouble , God uſually diſpoſes and enables 
them to devolue the weariſome burden of their cares 
and fears upom his al[ufficicat Grace, To lay their 
aking Heads, and fainting Hearts in his Boſom, 
as David perſwades himſelf, Pſalm 42. 5. Why 
art. ihon caſt down, O my ſoul? Hope thou in God, 
and fo the Soul returns to its reſt. As Pfal. 116. 7. 
Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thce. 

;dly, He ordinarily imploys loine ſpecial part of his 
IWord in his meſſave, to comfort the Soul, As David 
was quickened , Pſalm 119. 5o.. Thy word hath 
auickened 55 5 hath tnade me alive again,as the word 
ſjgniiies. Sb thoſe comforting words in Jer. 3. 3. 
Yea, I have foved thee with an everlaſting love : 
come in as an anſwer to a troubled Soul's dif- 
courie with it ſelf. The Lord hath appeared to 
726 of 1, (they are, ſays Funins on the place) 


the words of the godly acknowledging God's 


former gracious appearitig and bounty to them ; 
but complaining implicitely of the cooling © 
3t COmMPpL. FOI, his 
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his love to them at preſent. To which the Lord 
gives a preſent anſwer of kindneſs, Tea, I have 
loved thee with an everlaſting love. -—-- The Word 
(ſaying ) is allowed by our Learned Tranſlators 
to be left out, (as you may ſee by the change of 
the Character into Tralian) as if he had ſaid, Did 
1 bove thee of ol? Yea, 1 hawe loved thee with an 
everlaſting love. Some have been mightily revi- 
ved in this caſe, by that in Micah 7. 19. He wil 
ubdue our iniquities; and thou wilt coff all their ſins 
into the depths of the ſea. Some with that in Pſalm 
128. 8. The Lord will perfe& that which concerns me, 
that is, though T walk in midſt of trouble , as 
Verſe 7. Many with that in Hoſea 14. 4. I will 
heal their backſlidings , and love them freely. And 
many with that in I{aiah fo. 10. Who i he among 
you that feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the woice of bis 
ſervant , that walketh in darkneſs and hath no light? 
Let him truſt in the name of the Lord, As if that 
Text, and this Chapter, Rom. 7. were written on 
purpoſe ( as ſure they were) for eſtabliſhing of 
comfort to Souls that have been troubled about 
Sin remaining in them. 
4thly, God raiſes great Foy in their hearts, in con- 
fideration of that immutable love of God on which 
their Salvation depends. When they come to fee. 
and conſider, that *tis not their love to God, bur 
his love to them that ſaves them. This mighti- 
ly refreſhes their Souls after a weary Combate 
wite Deſpair and Diffidence, occaſioned by the 
ſenſe of Sin remaining, and much prevailing in 
their Soul. Now then there is no condemnation t0 
them that are in Chriſt, '&c. Rom. 8. 1. That is to 
ſay, I ſee now my ſafety is not in that I can do 
for my ſelf againſt my Sin , but in what Chriſt 
Tefus has done and ſuffered for them that are in 
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fiicted with Sorrow in themfcives for a time, 
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im, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
ſpirit, 

5thly, God gives them a delightful proſre&? of their 
future Happineſs, When they have known the 
trouble of Sin, and are wearied with it, he ſhews 
them their remaining reſt, as Pſalm 73. 24. Thou 
wilt guide me with thy conuſel, and afterward receive 
z27e to glory. Then no more Sin in my Soul. No 
more 'Femptation in my way, but pure Holineſs 
ſhall enrich, adorn, and delight my Soul for ever. 
Now a word or two of the Reaſon, why God 


115 pleaſed to quiet the Souls of his People, when 


revived afier Soyl-trouble for Sin. 


Real. 1. Ged revives them in greater Meaſures, 
Becauſe he pities them in their Sorrow and 
Trouble 1c y hawe had about their Sim remaining, 
as Jer. 31. 19. Surely after that I was turned, I jc- 
pented ; and afice I was inferutted, I ſmote upon my 
thigh; 1 was aſnamed, yea, even conformed, becaute 
I did bear the reproach of my youth, As if he had 
{aid, I cannot but aft:&tionately think how his 
heart has been troubled at what I have faid againſt 
him, therefore my Bowels are troubled for him, 
I earneſtly remember him ſtill. — As Chriſt had 
compaſiion on his poor Diſciples, when he ſaw 
them toiling in the Storm , air 14. 24. and 
fo in Lam. 3. 32. Though be cauſe grief, yet will he 
have compaſſion according to the multityde of his mer- 
cies. Becauſz, 

2div, Soul-trouole prepares a Chriſtian for good 
meaſures of ſpiritual Comfort. SOrroW 15 not given 
to Chriſtians for ic felf, but to fir them for the 
receipt of Comforc, they are caſt down that they 
may be lifted up. Particularly they are thus at- 


1. That 
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I. That they may know *tis a free gift, and not 
meerly raiſed up, and reaſoned out by themſelves. 
They may have Grace in their Souls,and Promiſes 
to that Grace, and yet little comfort till God 
ſends it in to them. 


z3dly, That they may the better manage it when it 
comes, Men mult be well humbled, or comfort 
will make them forget themſelves. As Paul was 
in danger to be lifted up, 2 Cor. 12.7. Jeff I 
1culd be lifted up abowe meaſure, there was given me 
a thorne in the fleſh. Soul Trouble and Affliction 
15 a gift of God to a Chriſtian, when in danger 
to be liitted up. 

4thly, I's given them in a way of gracious recome 
pence to all their Labour and Pains, in ſtriving againſt 
their indwelling Sin. Heaven indeed is the great 
recompence ; and this is ſome beginning of ir. 
God freely rewards Chriſtians for the care and 
pains .they- take in preſerving their own Souls 
againſt the hurt of Temptations , when they are 
tempted to deſpair in time of Trouble, and crying 
out, O wretched man, that 1 am ! It's a remark- 
able thing, the ſtory of Pha10ah's Daughter, who 
had Compaſſion on Moſes, when ſhe ſaw him 
weeping. It's ſaid ſhe hired Mofes's Mother to 
nurſe her own Child, Exod. 2. 9. Take this child 
away and nurſe it for me, and 1 will give thee thy 
ages. Now for the Ules. 


Uſe x. Is to inform us of the exceeding great 
love of Gcad to believing Souls, that has ſo much 
pity to them when they are troubled in them-' 
ſelves, and. is ſo careful to revive them. When 
the poor diſquieted Soul is thinking, Sure God 


has 
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fas no favour for me, las caſt me off, and left 
me to my ſelf and Satan, Then is he meditating 
mercies and comfort to that Soul, and preparing 
the Soul for the receipt of it.. Iz. 55. 8. My 
thoughts are not your thourhts. TI know the thug ht s 


that I think toward jou, ſaith the Lord, thoughts of 


peace, Fer. 20. I. 


Ule 2. Is to encourage Chriſtians Iabouring under 
Soul-trouvles , efpecially abour Sin dwelling and re- 
zag and working FL them {uch trouble ſerves 
5 prepare Chriſtians for comiort, and lays a good 
foundation for ir. Your Comfort 1s at hand: 
Say to your Souls as David to his in the 42d 
Pjalm, ver.g. FEope in God, for 1 ſhall yet praije him. 


— 


—_—— = 


PH 14-10. 


# can do all things through Chriſt that 
ſtrenotheneth me. 


HE /eventh Period of a Chyiſtan's motion or 
KL progreſs roward perfeCtion that I ſhall treat 
of, is. A ſetled dependance on the ſtrength and power 
of Chriſt for the performance of the whole Work and 
Charge of Chriſffzanity. When a Chriſtian, under 
fome comfortable perſuaſions of. his peace with 
God, has ſet upon reformation of his Life, and 
finding himſelf ſtrongly hindred in that work by 
his. indwelling Sin ; has made earneſt eſſays to 
mortify his Luſts, and cleanſe his heart from 


wickedneſs; and when by reafon of the difficulty 


of that Defign he has been ſadly troubled and dif- 
quiered fn himfelf, it pleates God in ſitting- time 
to 
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to raiſe up and revive the weary and diſheartened 
Combatant with ſpiritual conſolation ( of which 
lately); and now the Soul having had ſo much 
experience of it ſelf, and of God; his own inſuf- 
ficiency, and the All-ſufficiency of Divine Grace ; 
reſolvedly b2takes hinrclf to a fiducial reliance 
on the gracious Power of Chriſt, for the carrying 
on, and management of all the dutv incombant 
on him as 4 Chriſtian ; which is intimated in 
this Text, I can do all things through Chrift that 
ſerengtheneth me. That we may clearly under- 
ſtand them, it's to be noted, 


1ſt, They are words of ſelf-encouragement to ſo great 
and weighty undertaking : As Foel \. Let the weak 
ſay I am ſtrong; 1. e. Let him put on a noble and 
enerous Re lution, and gird up the loins of his 
mind to warlike Enterprizes. "Thus Paul here, I 
can do all. 1 am ſtrong for all things, ready armed 
and furniſhed with ſtrength for all things which 
God ſets me to do. | 
2dly, The 5vork to which he ſo encourages himſelf, 
zs the whole duty of Chriſtianity ; to do that which is 
to be done in a ſtate of Profperity, and to ſuffer 
what is to be undergone in a day of adverſity, as 
verſe 12. to do and ſuffer as a Chriſtian ; this is 
all : ( That is) it comprehends the Work and 
Duty of a Chriſtian ;- as Fecleſ. 12. 13. Fear God, 
and keep his commandments ; for this is the whole 
duty of an : This is all of man. | 
z3dly, The Argument wherewith he thus encourages 
himſelf; is not any opinion of his own ſtrength ; yea, 
his words import a denial of any fuch confidence. 
I am ſtrong for all through Chriſt, implies him 
not otherwiſe ſufficient for any thing ; according 
to the words of our Saviout, Fohn 15. 5. Without 
tne ye can wo nothing. athly, 
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4thly, 7 he rength on which he profeſſes has reliance, 
x the power of Chriſt working in him. Chriſt 
ſtrengthening me within. A ſtrength not only. 
given by Jeſus Chriſt, but acted and exerted by 
him; not a ftrength received from Chriſt, but 
the itrength of Chriſt imployed in him. Chriſt 
in me ſtrengthening me. 

thly, He attaimed to this dependance on the Power 
of Chriſt by the benefit of Experience : He had learned 
it, verſe 12. As men learn matters of Practice 
by many Experiments : So States-men learn their 
Policy , and Trades-men their Arts : So David 
earned to keep the Commands of God by experi- 
ence of the Evil of Affliction that attends the ne- 
get of them, and the comfort that follows a 
diligent obſervance of them , even in afflition, 
as P/al. 119.21. Thou haſt rebuked the proud that are 
curſed, which do err from thy commandments. Thus 
Paul having had experience of his own weakneſs, 
and the power of Chriſt in him ; was now come 
to this, That he could confidently undertake the 
whole Duty belonging to him as a Chriſtian, and 
an- Apoſtle too, depending on the Power of 
Chriſt. And hence we may obſerve. 


Dodt. x. That Experience brings Chriſtians to a 
Bediaſt relionce on the gracious power of Chriſt for the 
performance of their waole Chriſtian Duty. 


7, T ſhall give you Scripture-Arguments to 
prove, that Chriſtians do depend on Jeſus Chriſt 
for his gracious Power in the performance of 
meis Chriſtian Duty. 


Firſt, The promiſe of perſeverance as made peculiarly 
# them that depend upon the gracious Power of God for 
\.- Ms 
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it, Ia. 40. JI. They that wait on the Lord, ſhall re= 
new their ſtrength ; "tis promiſed to them that wair 
on God for ſtrength. Now ſee the former Verſe, 
and you find the reſt excluded ; the Youths that 
truſt to their own ſtrength ſhall fail : Hence it's 
manifeſtly conſequent, "I hat all perſevering Chri- 
ſtians that make a conſtant progreſs in Godlineſs, 
and grow up to maturity, do thus depend on the 
Grace of God for it, Foh. 15. 4, 5. In the 4th 
Verſe our Saviour commands his Diſciples to abide 
in him ——as the branch doth in the vine Now 
men are in Chriſt by Faith , and ſo their conti- 
nuing in him, is in a continual exerciſe of Faith z 
and' particularly, Faith, for a Fruit-bearing Vir- 
tue, as the Branch cleaves to the Vine, to derive 
nouriſhment from it, and be made fruitful by it: 
And to ſuch as abide ſo in him, he promiſes thar 
they ſhall bring forth much Fruit, Yerſe 5. So all 
fruitful and thriving Chriſtians do certainly de- 
pend on Jeſus Chriſt for ſtrength and ſpirit requi- 
ſite to Chriſtian duty. The Conditions of Pro- 
miſes are the qualities of thoſe to whom they are 
performed. If a man be juſtified, *ris certain he 
15 a Believer, becauſe *tis promiſed to fuch ; and 
ſo if a man makes a good proficiency in Chriſtian 
practice, 'tis evident he depends on the ſtrength 
of Chriſt, becauſe 'tis promiſed only to ſuch. 
2dly, It's their earneſt prayer, that they may be 
enabled for their duty in the ſtrengih of God. That 
they may be ſtrong in the power of his might. As 
David prays in the 119th Pſalm 35. Make me to 
0 in the path of thy commandments, for therein do I 
delight. . Though he had not only been exerciſed 
to obedience , but had found pleaſure in it ; yet 
he knew himſelf .unable to. go on without the 
Pawer of God, and' therefore begs that he _ 
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be made to go. Matter of Precept is matter of 
Prayer to a Godly man ; what God requires of 
him, that he requeſts of God ; what God bids him 
do, that he begs God to do in him. The Apoſtles, 
Aﬀts 4. 22. was mightily confirmed with ſtrength 
and courage far their work of Preaching the Go- 
ſpel, and yer they pray for further ſupplies, as 
acknowledging themſelves unable to go one ſtep 
further without the ſtrength of God, though they 
had gone with much boldneſs fo far already. 

Prayer is the Language of Faith ; what a ſeri- 

Qus Petitioner asks of God, that he depends and 
relies upon him for : According to that of the 
P/almiſt, in the 62d Pſalm 8. Truſt in the Lord at 
all times, pour out your hearts to him. 

 3dly, They humbly acknowledge all that they 
doin the way of duty, to the grace of God work- 
ing in them, Pbz/. 1. laſt. So in 1 Cor. 15. 10. 7 
laboured more abundantly than they all— according to 
this working : Yet not 1, but the grace of God which 
Was with me. SO 1N 2, Gal. 20. I live, yet not 1, 
but Chriſt liveth in me. So the Church confefles 
all her work to be the work of God, Tf. 26. 12. - 
Thou baſt wrought all our works for us, or in us: All 
which plainly demonſtrates, that experienced god- 
ly men do conſtantly and in a fecled way depend 
and rely on the power of Chriſt for the perfor- 
mance of their duty. 


Now I ſhall ſhew you in the 
2. Second place, How Experience brings them 
tO It. | | 


Firſt, Upon trizl and experience they find themſelves 
utterly unable to maintain the praftice of godlineſs in 
their own ſtrength. At firſt ſeeting out, Chriſtians 
uſually 
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ufually betake thernſelves to reformation and ho- 
lineſs of Life, as if they were now able enough for 
it of chemſelves in the uſe of that which they 
have attained ; thinking that the hatred which 
they have to Sin , which has coſt them ſo much 
humilation , and their high eſteem of Gadlineſs, 
will carry them through all they have to do in 
obedience to Gad. | 

They know indeed that all that belongs to their 
Salvation, is of Grace, and therefore do in ſome 
meaſure truſt in Chriſt for it. But yet at firſt 
there is bur little of chis Faith in them, and much 
.of Self-confidence. remaining , till Grace has 
wrought .it out; and therefore they are much 
perſuaded at firft that they ſhall diſcharge all Chri- 
tian Offices in the i{trength of thoſe Reſolutions 
and Purpoſes of Holineſs which are raiſed in 
them, and ſcarce apprehend any danger of being 
at any time drawn away from their known. duty, 
to the Sin which they have heartily forſaken. 

But after a-while , the fenſe they have of in- 
dwelling Sin, makes them ready to deſpair af 
any progreſs at all in Chriſtianity, becauſe they 
are ſo {trangly diverted by the body of Death 
from the good they wauld do, and carried to the 
evil which they would not. This makes them 
cry out, O wretched man ! and railes in them 
that woful Soul-trouble, of which I have been 
lately ſpeaking; and ſo brings them to that ſor- 
rowful acknowledgment of the Apoltle, Rom. 7. 
18. To will & preſent with me, but how to perform 
that which 1s good, 1 find uot. Moſes Example is a 
fit Emblem of a-Chriſtian in this Cafe. Ar fickt 
he went out, among his .Brethren in Egypt, and 
{mices an Egyptian, and reproves an injurious J- 
raelite : As if he would preſently deliver the Na- 
tion, 
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tion, and reduce them to a free Eſtate even of 
himſelf, - Ex04. 2. 11. with A#s 7.35. Moſes, whom 
' they refuſed; ſaying, who made thee a ruler, and a 
judge? The ſame did God ſend to be a ruler and a deli- 
werer : He ſuppoſed his Brethren would have un- 
derſtood, that by his hand God would deliver 
them. - But afterward having found the work fo 
hard, he could not hope to do it, though God 
expreſiy ſet him about it, and gave him his Com- 
miſſion for it. Exod. 3.10, 11. Come now therefore 
and I will ſend thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayſt bring 
forth my people the children of !ſrael out of Egypt : And 
Moſes ſaid unto God, Who am I, that I ſhould go unto 
Pharaoh, and that 1 ſhould bring forth the children of 
Ifrael out of Egypt ? Yea, when he had now had 
fome experience of the power and preſence of 
God with him in the undertaking ; yet he ſpeaks 
as deſpairing of bringing it to any etfe, becauſe 
he found ſo much difficulty in it : Exod. 5. 22,23. 
Moſes returned unto the Lord, and ſaid ; Why is it that 
thou haſt ſent me ? for ſince I came to Pharoah to ſpeak 
in thy name, he has done evil to this people : Neither 
haſt thou delivered thy people at all, So Chriſtians 
newly converted, make almoſt nothing of reſol- 
ving, if God will pardon them, and ſpeak peace 
to them, to do all that they ſhall know to be du- 
ty, and breaking off from all Sin for ever after. 
But in proceſs of time they find Sin ſo mighty in 
them, that they think they ſhall never do any thing 
to purpols in. that work of Godlineſs :- So they 
find themſelves utterly unable for obedience, and 
holy walking 'in their own ftrength : This is the 
firft Experiment tending to this dependance on 
the power of Grace in Chrſt, | 

2dly, They find that there is a preſence of God ſome- 
times with them, helping them againſt all weakneſs, te 
ales perform 


Id. 
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perform their duty with much eaſe and pleaſure ; {> 
they are marvellouſly encouraged in truſting God; 
Enlivened-in ſeeking of him, animated in ſpeak- 
ing and ating for him, and made free and chear- 
ful in ſubmitting to his Providence ; infomuch that 
they cannot but wonder at themſelves that they 
'{ ſhould be fo tranſported beyond their ordinary 
'] bounds of weakneſs, heavineſs and indiſpoſition, as 
 Hab.3.19. The Lord God is my ſtrength, he maketh my 
feet like hinds feet, and be will make me to walk upon 
high places : And on this occaſion they many times 
err, thinking that it will continue always fo with 
them as they have found it. 

2dly, They find that this aſſiſtance uſually comes is 
moſt, when they are moſt enſible of their own weakneſs, 
and deſpairing of themſelves; 2 Cor. 12. 10. When 
I am weak, then am I ſtrong : The like you ſhal} 
ſee in the 94th Pſalm 18; When I ſaid, my foot [lip- 
peths thy mercy, O Lord, held me up; "That is very 
notable and obſervable to this purpoſe, Fudges 6; 
14. The Angel bids Gideon go forth in this thy might 5 
why, what was his might? He being humble in 
the ſenſe of his weakneſs, God would be with 
him. 

athly, They find that the more earneſHy they look to 
God for his help, the more ſenſibly be is pleaſed to re 
lieve and (uccour them with it ; as David faid in the 
28th Pſalm 7. The Lord is my ſtrength, my heart 
truſted in him, and I am helped. They fail moſt 
when they either forget thetr weakneſs, and 
think to go forth as at other times ( as Sampſon 
ſaid ) or when they conceive no hope of help 
from God, but provoke him by deſpair to leave 
them for the time to ſink in their ſorrows : And 
thus Experience plainly leads them to a conſtant. 
«nd ſteddy dependance - the gracious Foo 
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God for all their work and ſuffering : When they 
tind themſelves unable, God enabling them ; and 
that when they are moſt ſenſible of their weak- 
nefs,and when they wait moſt earneſtly on him for 
itrength. What can be more plainly taught, than all 
this teaches them to depend on the power of Grace 
for the performance of their whole Chriſtian duty ? 
Now for the Uſes. 


Uſe 1. This ſbews bow far they are from the true 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, who make their weakneſs an Apo- 
%og» for their ſloth and negligence, inſtead of hoking to 
Chriſt for ſtrength of grace, They calt off the Duties 
of Repentance, and new Obedience ; and plead 
for themſelves, that they are not able of them- 
felves for ſuch work , and God has not given 
them power and grace that's requiſite to it, and 
therefore they mutt let it alone unaſlayed, unen- 
deavoured, till more ſtrength comes. 


Firſt, *75s evident they do not love Chriſtian duty. 
They are unwilling to ir, or they would: be impa- 
tient of their weakneſs ; crying out for ſtrength 
as the POOT Sprophenician Woman 5 when Chriſt 
feemed to neglect her ; Lord help me, Matth. 15, 
24,25. 

"_ , They do not heartily believe the neceſſity of 
holine(s and obedience to Salvation ; that of the Apo- 
jHle, Heb. 12. 14. 1ithout holineſs none ſhall ſee God, 
has no power on their hearts. Nor that in 
2 Theſſ. 1.7, 8, 9. The Lord Feſrrs ſhall be revealed 
from Heaven with his mighty Angels. In flaming fire 
raking wengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey uot the Goſpel of our Lord Feſns Gogh For 
let's reaſon it a little. If you believe theſe things, 


why do you not live holy and religious lives ? 
Why 
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Why do you ſuffer your Luſts and bruitiſh Appe- 
tites to lead and carry you to ſuch Company, 
and fuch Courſes, as you know are unſuitable to 
Chriſtianity ; and fuch as you are aſhamed Per- 
fons of any Religion and fobernefs ſhould take - 
. Notice of ? Why do you not ſet up a ſtri& exer- 
cife of Religion in your hearts and lives, and de- 
vote your felves to the practice of Godlineſs? If ' 
you fay you do not, becauſe you cannot, you 
have no ability. Then, it ſeems, you think you 
cannot but periſh , you cannot but be damned :; 
for he that cannot be holy, cannot ſee God; and 
cannot but fall under the Vengeance of Eternal 
Flames ; and do you believe this? No, no, if 
you did, you would not live an hour at quiet, 
never enjoy your felves, or any thing in this 
World ; but be always crying out, O wretched 
21an, &c. No, I'll never think you can be ſuch 
monſters as to believe you are under a neceflity 
of periſhing, and yet he pleaſed and quieted in 
that Eſtate—— But you will be ſecure, and hope 
the beſt ; and quarrel at them that would di- 
{turb you. Well: If you will rather disbelieve 
God, and make him a Liar, than be diſturbed in 
Your ſecurity, who can help it ? you will ſhortly 
find your Error, 


Uſe 2. It informs ws of the unſoundneſs of that Faith 
which looks only at [afety from miſery, and not at the 
Spirit of Grace and Holineſs to do all things through 
Chriſf, True Saving-faith relies on God for grace 
to the performance of duty , as well as for the 
Reward, and for a freedom from Puniſhment : 
I Though at firſt Chriſtians are uſually but low in 
J this act of Faith, yet Experience brings them to 
J it. The third Uſe | 

| | I 2 Ule 3. 
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Ule 3. 5 to perſuade Chriſtians , troubled about 
their inability for holy ations, to yield themſelves 
to the Counſel of God's condutt of Experience, as 
it kads to a reliance and waiting on God for ſtrength 
of bis Grace z That which the Word requires, 
I/a. 40. laſt. To wait on the Lord, that they may 
renew their ſtrength. You find your ſelves weak, 
&c. And do you not ſometimes find God re- 
lieving you againſt your weakneſs , and that 
' When you are moſt preſſed down under the 
ſenſe of it ; eſpecially when you look up moſt 
earneſtly to him for help? What can be more 
plainly ſpoken , than this ſpeaks the Language 
of the Prophet, 7a. 26. 4. Truſt in the Lord for 
ever : For in the Lord Tehowah is everlaſting 
ſtrength. 
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: JOHN EL 


That which we have ſeen and heard , declare 
we unto you, that ye alſo may have fellow- 
ſhip with us ; and truly our fellowſhip is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus 

, Chriſt. 


=T E Eighth degree of a Chriſtian's Motion to- 
ward Perfefion, is a ſpiritual Communion or 
Converſation with God. When God has brought a 
Believer to a fetled dependance on his gracious 
Power for the practice of Gadlineſs, He gradu- 
ally draws him into a converſe and intimacy with 


himſelf; which is at leaſt comprehended in theſe 


words , Our fellowſhip #s with the Father , and with 
his Son Feſwus Chriſt. 

The word Fellowſhip ſignifies Communion or 
Communication , when two or more Perſons 
partake of the ſame thing, as they that feed on 


the ſame Diet and Table together, are called Com- 


moners; So they whoſe Cattle partake of the ſame 
Paſture, are ſaid to Common together; and fo 
they are called partakers of the Altar who eat to- 
gether; or alike of the Sacrifices, as in 1 Cor. 10. 
18. This is an ordinary Signification of the word 
Fellowſhip, - Communion , or Converſation. —— 


- But when *tis referred to God and Chriſt in SCIIP- 


ture, it has a more free Signification. 


1ſt, Sometimes it imports Aſſimilation and Confor- 
mity of Chriftians to God the Father, and Chriſt the 
Mediator. S0-in as much as Saints are like God in 
: $3 holineſs, 
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holineſs, They are called partakers of his divinc nature, 
2 Per. 1. 4. Holineſs in Chriſtians is not the 
{ame that 15 in God, for that's Eſſential; but ſome- 
what Analogous ; So Chriſtians conformed to 
Chriſt in Sutferings , are ſaid to partake of his 
Sufterings, 1 Pet. 4. 13. Rejoyce, in as much as ye 
are partakers of Chrifts ſufferings ; (that is) He fuf- 
fered, and they ſuffer likewiſe 5 as Verſe 1. 

zdiy, It « uſed to firnify the wirtual Intereft that 


Chriſtians had, and hawe in the Death and Mediatory 


Performances of Chriſf. The benefit whereof is 
derived to them , as if themſelves had died, and 
done as he did for them, Phil. 3. x0. That I may 
know him, and the power of his veſurreion, and the 
fellowſhip of has ſufferings, being made conformable un- 
ro his death. Fellowſhip of his Sufferings ; ( that 
is) what it is to partake with the Saints of the 
benefir of his Sutferings, as if .T had ſuffered 
with him ; in which refſpe& Chriſtians are ſaid 
to have died, riſen, aſcended with Chriſt, and to 
fit in Heaven with him, as Cel. 3.1. and Epb. 2. 6. 


He bas raiſed us ap together, aud made us to ft toge- 


ther in veavenly places in Chriſt, And Col. 3. 1. If 
Je then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which 

are avovue. 
2dly, It notes Converſe and Seciety between God 
and Man. 2 Cor. 6. 14. Be ye not wnequally yoked 
zogether with unbelievers; jor what fellowſhip hath 
7ightecaufncſs with unrightecuſneſs? and what commu- 
2103 hath light with darkneſs? (that 15) They cat 
not joyn or abide together. God, who is Light, 
can have no Converſation with Unbelievers, who 
are Darkneſs. Chriſt with Belial, Ver. 15. therefore 
you ſhould have none. Hence the word Compa- 
ions, Heb. 10. 33. Ye became companions of them 
which were jo uſed, that is, ſuffer like them. per 
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this I underſtand to be eſpecially intended in this 
place , Our fellowſhip is with the Father, Chrilti- 
ans are at firſt Converſion conformed to God in 
ſome degree of Holineſs, and made partakers of 
che benefits of the Death and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt in their Juſtification” and Adoption. Bur 
acquaintance and converſe with God', they at- 
tain to Dy degrees, when thev have had experi- 
ence of him and his ways. Now *'tis evident , 


| the Apoſtle is here direting Chriſtians to ſome- 


thing higher than they had yet attained to. 
They were now the Children of God, Chap. 3. 2. 
And had the Undtion of the Spirit, Chap. 2. 20. 
But he directs to ſomething in which they might 
be Copartners with himſelf and others, whoſe 
Fellowſhip he could truly fay was with the Fa- 
ther and his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Truly or fellowſhip 
ws with the Father, and with his Son Teſns Chriſt, 
To have fellowſhip with the Son, is to have fel- 
lowſhip with the Father; as to ſee the Son, is to 
ſee the Father, John 14. 19. Yet a ittle while, and 
the world ſeeth me no more; but ye ſee me. God 
tranfacts all things with his Church, in the Per- 
fon of his Son the Mediator. He is doer of all 
ſince his Aſcenſion, and is always with his to the 
end of the World, Matth. 28. 20. Lo, I am with 
you ahyay, even unto the end of the world. So Com- 
munion with the Father, is Communion with the 
Son. Again, Chriſt being now aſcended , ma» 
nages all in a Divine way, and inviſibly ; therefore 
they that have fellowſhip with him, are ſaid to 
have fellowſhip with the Father. So the Apoſtle 
having attained-this fellowſhip with God the Fa- 
ther and Son, and directing others to it; We 
may gather this Obſervation, 


I 4 Do. 
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Do. That Chriſtians as they proceed in Godli- 
neſs, they grow into an intimate acquaintance and fel- 
lewſhip with God, That your fellawſhip may be 
with us; And truly our fcllowſhip zs uh the Father, 
and his Son Felus Chrift, There is much proof ] 
might eaſily give of this, Phil. 3. 20. For our con- 
werjation as in heaven , from whence allo e look for 
the Seviour, the Lord Feſus Chriſt. Our Converſa- 
tion 15'1n FHcaven, (that is) with God. So 4ſaph 
in Pſalm 73. 23. ſays, I am contmually with thee. 
So Encch and Noah walked with God, So 1n John 
14. 23. our Saviour ſays, If any man love me, he 
11] keep my werd 5 and my father will Iove him, and 
we will come itmto him, and make our avode with 
bir. So in Pſalm 129. 18. ſaies David, I :m con- 
tinuaily with thee. And lo in ſeveral other places 
we find the Intimacy and Communion with 
them that walk with God. And this comes to the 
point in hand. That Chriſtians, as they proceed in 
Godlineſs, they grow into an intimare Acquain- 
tance and Fellowſhip with God. Take ſome in- 
ſtances of the Converſe and Fellowſhip which 
Chriſtians have with God. 


I. They confer much with God in Holy Medita= 
tion. Meditation is a ſecret Conference, and cloſe Di[- 
courſe between God and the Soul, Good thoughts , 
as they come into the mind, are the very whil- 
perings of God; and as they are the ad of the 
Mind upon Gad, they are the proper Language 
of the Soul ſpeaking to him, as Pſalm 27. 8. Thor 
ſaidſt,Seck ye my face; my heart anſwered and faid, 
hy face Lord will I ſeek. It's obſervable in the 
Hebrew Tongue , that the Scripture uſes two 
words for Meditation, and both fignify to ſpeak, 
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there being in Divine Meditation ſuch a cloſe 
Diſcourſe berween God and the Soul. And 
though all Chriſtians are more or leſs exerciſed in 
Divine Medication, yet to hold a cloſe and con- 
ſtan© Intercouſe with God in it, is very pecu- 
liar to Chrittians of good experience and maru- 
rity. | 

2dly, They bemoan themſelues familiarly to Ged in 
all their Grizvances. - And he anſwers them in the 
Conſolation of his Spirit. We have an Exprefli- 
on of this of David, in Pſalm 14.2, 2. 1 poured 
out my complaint before him ; I ſhewed before him my 
trouble, It any thing be amiſs with them, they 
run preſently co him with their Complaint, and 
{o he eaſes them, and relieves them. Pſalm 34. 
18. When I ſaid, my feot ſlippeth, thy mercy, O Lord, 
held me up. Chriſtians are full of complaints 
to him, every thing that troubles and grieves 
taem, 1s a matter of complaint, and ſo they give 
him frequent occaſion to expreſs his kindnels to 
them. It's true, Chriſtians are uſed to this way 
of opening their Griefs ro God, from their youth 
up; But are much more free and familiar 1n it 
after they have gained experience of the Goodneſs 
of God, and are eſtabliſhed in their confidence 
in him, and fo they grow more inward with 
him. | 

z3dly, They go confidently to him for the ſupply of 
all their wants: And he ſatisfies them: with graci- 
ous anſwers of their Prayers. The Spirit of Prayer 
15 in all Chriſtians, but they are well-grown Chr1- 
ſtians that can come boldly in all caſes to the: 
Throne of Grace , and perceive when they are 
anſwered , according to that in x John 5 14. 
This is the confidence we have in him , that if we 
ak any thing according to his will, be beareth us, 


A Chri- 
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A Chriſtian that prays the Prayer of a welleſta- 
bliſhed Faith, as he comes to God in good aſſu- 
rance of acceptance, fo he finds his Prayer one 
way or other anſwered to his ſatisfaction. Da- 
vid found an anſwer to his Prayer for the Life 
of his Child, in an acquieſcence in the now dif- 
covered Will of God, 2 Sam. 12. 23. 1 ſhall go 
zo him, but he ſhall not return to me. Dawid takes 
comfort in this, I ſh:ll go to him. He arofe and 
went to the Houſe of God and worſhipped; what 
elſe would he have done it the Child's Life had 
been granted ? Why he couid have done no bet- 
ter , for he had ſatisfaction, and was ailured 
that he ſhould go to his Child. Thus the Apoſtle 
Paul found a good anſwer to his Prayer, for the 
departing of Satan's Meſtenger, 2 Cor. 12. 9. 
Ay grace is ſufficient for thee. Now this anſwer 
was matter of gladneſs to the Apoſtle, Mcft glzdly 
therefore will I rejoyce in my infirmities. And Chriſt 
himſelf had his Prayer anſwered, even in that 
which he feared. And this is parallel to that 
of David , Pſalm 65. 5. By terribl2 things in 
righteouſneſs wilt thou anſwer us, O God of our ſal- 


vation. Terrible things, things to be wonder- 


ed at. | 
4thiy, They expreſs their Toys to him in the ac- 
knowtledement of his Mercy, and be —_ them 
with the hopes of more. Ir is a ſpecial part of 
triendiy intimacy, to impart our joys to our 
Fricnds, and tell them the chings that pleaſe us, 
to ſhew them ſuch Goods or Rarities as we have 
about us, wherewith we our ſelves are taken. 
So Chriſtians, and eſpecially thoſe that are 
grown up to good maturity, are mich addicted 
ro acknowledge the mercy that God has ſhewed 
them, and not only pour out their Sorrows, but 
| exprels 
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expreſs their Joys before him, as David in Pſalm 
GJ. 4, 5. Thus will T bleſs thee while I live. My 
ſoul (hall be ſatwfied as with marrow. Tt is, inded, 
a ſpecial property of a well-grown Chriſtian, to 
be much diipoſcd to thankſgiving; and telling 
not only others, but God himſelf, what he has 
done for his Soul. And herein Chriſtians have 
a comfortable converſe with God, in as much 
as he not only accepts their Praiſes, but uſually 
warms and chears their hearts in ſuggeſting to 
them hopes of more and greater Mercy. See 
Pſalm 23.2, 3. David there acknowledges to God 
what he has done for him, Thou (ſayeit he) mak- 
eth me to lye down in green paſtures; be leadeth me 
beſides the ſtill waters; be reſtoreth my ſoul. He lead- 
eth me in the paths of righteouſneſs for his name ſake. 
And then he concludes, Ver. 6. Surely goodneſs and 
mercy ſhall follow me all the days of my life: and 1 
will dwell in the houſe of the Lord for ever. TI ſhall 
add but one place more, and that is in Pſalm 73. 
23, 24. Whereas Dawid was confidering what the 
Lord had done for him , and how gracious he 
was to him, this comes in, Zhou ſhalt guide me 
with thy counſel, and afterwards receive me to 
glory. As he ſent Nathan to David , when he 
was conſidering and acknowledging the fa- 
vour he had received , 2 Samuel 7. 11. Alſo 
the Lord telleth thee , that he will make thee an 
houſe. - | 

5thly, They retire fiducially to him in caſes of dan- 
ger, and he encourages them in hopes of ſafety. - See 
Pſalm 57. 2, 3. I will cry to God moſt high. He ſhalt 
{end from heaven, and [awe me. And ſo Pſalm gr. 
1,2. and throughout. It 1s a Soliloquie all along : 
He that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſt High , 
ſhall abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty. T will 


fag 
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ſay of the Lord, He i my rock, and my fortreſs: my 
God, in him will T truſt, &C. ; | 

6thly, They conſult him in all doubtſul caſes, and 
be graciouſly reſokves them. T will, fays David, cry 
unto God moſt bigh, and he ſhall ſave me. And the 
ſame David, Plalm 119. 24. ſays, Thy teſtimonies 
are my delight, and my counſellors. And Ifaiah 3o. 
21. Thy 1s the way, walk ye in it. As Peter in 
Matth. 18. 21, 22. ſaid, Lord, how oft ſhall my 
brother fin againſ# me, and [1 forgive him? till ſeven 
times? Teſus ſaith unto him, I [ay not unto thee, un- 
zil ſeven times, but until ſeventy times ſeen. SO 
Aſaph, Thou wilt guide me by thy counſel. 

7thly, They reaſon out their Troubles with him 
when any Providence of his us leſs ſatisfying to them, 
and he contents and pacifies them. This 15 a point 
of great freedom and familiarity that godly Men 
have with God , and a very gracious condeſcen- 
tion of his to them. See Jer. 12. 1, 2. Righteous 
art thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee: yet let me 


talk with thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the -} 


way of the wicked proſper * Wherefore are all they 
happy that deal wery treacherouſly? And Plal. 73. 16, 
17. When I thought to know this, it was to painful 
for me ; until I went into the ſanFuary of God. 

So Moſes in Exod. 5.23. Why is it that thou baft 
ſent me? So was Moſes ſeemingly diſſatisfied with 
God's dealing with him. But look into Chap. 6. 
Verſe 1. The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Now ſhalt thou 
' fee what 1 will do to Pharaoh: for with a ſtrong 
| band ſhall he let them go, and with a ſtrong hana 
ſhall he drive them out of his land. And thus ordi- 
narily when Chriſtians ſer themſelves in an hum- 
ble way to treat with God about their Troubles, he 
caſts ſuch Thoughts into their Minds, and brings 
ſuch Words and Works of his to their remem+ 
brance, 
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brance, as ſhall ſerve to content and quiet them, 
as if he were (as in a good ſenſe we well ſay he 
is) unwilling that there ſhould be a miſunder- 
ſtanding between him and them. As the Father 
anſwers his eldeſt Son, Luke 15. 25. when he was 
diſſatisfied with his dealing, and was angry, and 
would not go in; he faith unto him, Sor, zhow 
art ever with me. 

8thly , They give bim all that they have in the 
World, as he has occaſion to uſe it 5 and he re- 
quites it to them in gracious Providences and 
Spiritual Comforts, Mark 10. 28, 29, 3o. Peter 
began to ſay unto him, Lo, we have left all, and 


have followed thee. Teſas anſwered and ſaid, Vert- 


by I ſay unto you , There is no man that hath left 


houſe, or brethren, or ſiſter , or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my ſake, and the go- 
ſpels, but he ſhall receive an hundred fold now in 
this time, and in the world to come eternal life. 
So Heb. 10. 34. He made them to know in them= 
ſelves that they had in heaven a better and an endu- 
ring ſubſtance. And ſo gave them as much joy in 
loting, as they had before in poſlefling, and *tis 
likely much more. 
gthly, They ahvays preſs after more intimate 
knowledge of him ; and he reveals himſelf ſtill more 
to them, Pſalm 63. 8. My ſoul followeth bard af< 
ter thee, And Hoſea 6. 3. Then ſhall we know, if 
we follow on to know the Lord : So graciouſly does 
God uphold and ſupport his People when they 
follow hard after him. Chriſtians they defire al- 
way to behold his beauty, and enquire in his temple, 
Pſalm 27. 4. And he leads them from Room to 
Room, and brings them to his Prefence-Cham- 
ber, John 14. 21, 23. He that loweth me, fhall be 
loved of my Father 5 and F will love bim, and will mas 


wif 


326 Of the Prooreſs of p Believer, &c: 
nifeſt my ſelf to him. Teſs anſwered and ſaid unto 


him, If a man lowe me, he ill keep my words; and 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him. | come now to the 
Uſe, which is of Exhortation. 


Uſe. To exhort Chriſtians to an earneſt Proſe- 
cution of Communion with God, Job 22. 21. 
Acquaint now thy ſelf with him, and he at peace. It's 
that to which all Chriſtians are appointed, and 
by. degrees growing up into it. The happineſs of 
heaven will be your Joy on Earth. 


Earneſtly ſeek peace with God by Faith in Teſus 
Chriſt, that you may have the aſſurance of an agree- 
ment with him, elſe you cannot walk with him, 
Amos 3. 3. Can two walk together , except they be 
agreed 2 


2. Walk in the light, Verſe 7. (that is) 


1ſt, Regularly in the Low, Pſalm IT9. I. Bleſſed 
are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of 
the Lord. 

2dly, Uprightly and ſincerely, not pretending Godli- 
neſs, and hiding Sing but in plainneſs aud integrity , 
John 3. 21. He that doeth truth, cometh to the light ; 
likeneſs fits for Converſation. God is upright, as 
in Plalm 92. 15. To ſhew that the Lord is upright, 
be x my rock, and there is no unrighteouſneſs in him. 
So Pſalm 15. 1, 2. Lord, who ſhall abide in thy ta- 
bernacle ? wh3 ſhall dwell in ti »y holy bill? He that 
walketh _— » ana worketh rig nteouſne/s , and 
- qe th 1he ru in his heart. And again, Plalm 
Il. 7. Tivxe righteous Lord loweth "e— eonjriefs , bis 
cemotenance doth brbeld the upright, 4 Mus DOW by 
our earneſt ſeeking peace with God, and waik- 
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ing in the light, we ſhall come to have ſincerity, 
and by ſincerity we ſhall have communion with 
God, and fellowſhip with the Father, and his | 
Son Jeſus Chrift. 


—_—_— ——_—_ — — -——> 2. _ - 
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For I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having 4 


deſire to depart, and be with Chriſt , which 
# far better. 


H E Ninth Degree or Pericd of a Chri- 
ſtian's motion toward his appointed and in- 
tended Perfection, which I ſhall ſpeak of, is, Ar 
earne#f deſire to be removed out of this World, unto 
the glorious preſence of Chriff in Heaven ; which is 
here intimated in theſe words, Hawing a deſire to 
depart, and to be with Chrift. 
A Chriſtian has two great matters to confider 
and attend in this world, Hz Fork and bas Wa- 


ges, Duty and Reward, And as he loves to be em- 


ployed in the former, {ſo he longs to enjoy the 
latter ; Between theſe two Paul was in a trait, 
not knowing which to make a preſent choice of, 
in caſe it ſhould have been in his own power to 
take which he would ; I ot not which I ſhal 
chuſe : ( that is ) which I ſhould rather chuſe, as 
the words do ſignify, being an Hebrew form of 
Speech ; 1 know not, 1 wot not which T ſhall chaſe. 
He thought it long ere he was at reſt, and yet he 
thought it hardly time to leave work. He knew 
indeed to be with Chriſt was better for him, but 
yet he. thought it needful for the Ph:lippians, and 
other Chriſtians, that he ſhould abide n__ 

Chil, 
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fleſh, and conſequently that Chriſt had yer fur- 
ther need or uſe of his labour, and this made 
him doubtful which he ſhould chuſe; not abſo- 
lutely, bur with reſpe& to the preſent time. Not 
whether he ſhould chuſe to be in Heaven with 
Chriſt, or abide alway on earth ; for he muſt 
needs chuſe Heaven rather. Ir is not whether he 
ſhould be with Chriſt, or abide in the fleſh; bue 
whether he ſhould now preſently go hence to 
Chriſt, or for ſome time continue in his ſervice 
among his People ; and in this reſpe&t he war in 
a ſtrait betwixt to, Having a deſire to depart, Phil. 
L223, 24- 


The Apoſtle Paul was now a Believer, highly 


confirmed and eſtabliſhed in Chriſt. A man of 


reat attainment in Grace; and ſo what he here 
Flakes of himſelf, is eſpecially applicable to well- 
grown and experienced Chriſtians, though there 
is ſome beginning of the ſame deſire even in the 
lowelt Chriſtian, a deſire to be with Chriſt 
Having a deſire. | 
The word deſire is ſufficiently underſtood by 
all; but to hawe 2 deſire, 1s more in ſignification 
than to deſire ; it notes a ſetled and habitual de- 
fire. To deſire, is but an A&, which may be ſud- 
den and tranſient ; but to have a deſire of any 
thing, is to be ſo affected to it, as when a man 
is always reaching after it in the intention of his 
heart, when he remembers it. Having a deſire to de- 
part — This word to depart is a plain word, though 
Interpreters make many Gloſles upon it, and ob- 
ſerve ſome one, fome another Metaphor in it. 
It ſignifies ſometimes to return, as a man returns 
home, from whence he has been abroad, as Luke 
12. 36. Be ye like ſervants that wait for their Lord, 
Wen be ſhall return from the wedding: Sometimes 
JE 
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it ſignifies to depart and go away, and both ways 
it agrees to death, which is a return rd the Soul, as 
Solomon ſays, to God, Fecleſ. 12.7. And fois that 

word uſed to which this in the Texc anſwers, 
Pfal. 9o. 3. Return ye children of men, ( that is ) 
you that have been abroad in the world, come 
home again, and return ye children of men;, S0 
it ſignifies a going away of a man out of this 
world, 2 Tim. 4. 6. 1 am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure # at hand. Thus the 
Apoſtle expreſles his deſire to go out of this world, 
Having a deſire to depart ; the next is,to be with ChrisF. 
Though Chriſtians have now communion with 


- Chriſt in Faith and Holineſs, ( as was aforeſaid ) 


yet comparing their preſent with their future 
nearnels to him, the Apoſtle might well fay as 
he does in 2 Cor. 5. 7. For in ths we groan earneſt- 
ly, defiring to be clothed upon with our houſe which s 
from heaven. And ver. 6. While we are at home in 
the body, we are abſent from the Lord. To be with 
Chriſt, as the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, is to be in the 
ſtate of Glory, x Theſl. 4: 17, 18. Then we which 
are aliye and remain, ſhall. be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and ſo 


ſhall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 


another with theſe words. And ſo in John 14. 3. 
That where I am, there ye may be alſo. Now ſays 
the Apoſtle, I have a deſire co depart, and be with 
Chri#t; that is, much. rather than to be on the 
earth. And hence we may obſerve: . | 


Dor. That a well-ſetled and eſtabliſhed Chriſtian 
lives in an earne#t defire to leave this world, and be. 
with Chri#t in heaven. He has a;deſire to depart, 
and be with Chriſt. . In 2 Cor. 5. 2. For in this 
we groan earneſtly, deſiring to be clothed upon with our. 
| | h ET Goof 
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houſe which is from heaven ; (that 1s) ill at eaſe 
Here, but deſire to go hence, and be with Chriſt. 
So we find that excellent perſon Sim: addrefling 
himſelf to God, and ſaying, Lord, now letref? thou 
thy ſervant "depart in peace, Luke 2. 29. So in 
x Cor. 1. 7. The Apoſtle commends the atcain- 
ments of the Corinthizns in this reſpe&t, that they 
had a deſire to the coming of Jeſus Chriſt ; So rhar 


ye come behind in no gift, waiting for the coming of 


our Lord Feſws Chrift, So in Rom. 8. 23. Chriſtians 
are {aid to 2vait for the adoption ; that is, that inhe- 
_ Titance whereunto they are adopted ; and that is, 
the redemption of the body from the hand of the 


grave. In all which places it's evident, that well 


ſetled and eſtabliſhed Chriſtians live in an earneft 
defire to leave this world, and be with Chriſt in 
Heaven : For, | 


Firſt, He earnefly defires to leave the world behind 
him, to depart, as being much out of conceit with the 
things that uſually infoite men to live here, and weary 
of them. His heart falls off from that which to 


other men ſeems deſirable in the world, and he 


is well content to take his final leave of it, as 
Afaph fays in Pfal. 73. 25. Whom have I in heaven 
but thee? and there is none upon earth that I deſire be- 
fedes thee. But to ſpeak more particularly, there 
are four things eſpecially that take off the heart 
of an experienced Chriſtian from the deſirable 
things of the world. | 


.- ft. His many diſappointments in them. He has 

been fo often deceived in his opinion of them, 
and expeation from them, that he is now weary 
. of his converſe with them ; How oft, ſaid he, 


. have I found trouble, where I looked for com- 
;. fort 2 
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_. fort? and diſſatisfaction, where I thought to have 
had ſome kind of contentment ? why ſhould I 


loſe any more hopes? | 

2dly, The hindrance which they give him in the way 
of duty. He finds that his Eſtate, ( more or leſs.) 
Credit and Eſteem:among Men, his Relations, and 
all earthly Comforts, do many times hang upon 
him as Weights and Burdens, and make him go 
ſlowly and heavily toward Heaven ; they ſuggeſt 
fear to him, when he ſhould be reſolved for God; 


they fill him wich cares, when he ſhould be only 


minding things heavenly ; give him many Argu- 
ments of diverſion from the ſtrait way, e&c. make 
him go ſforrowful, as the young man, If he went 
to ſell all, &c. Mat. 19. 22. 

zdly, The many occaſions of Sin which they riiniſter 
to him. They do not only hinder his progreſs, 
but give him many Falls ; he often ſtumbles at 
them, and hurts himſelf, ec. *Tis true, ris not 
the world's fault but his own ; but finding himſelf 
ſo diſpoſed and tempted that the world has always 
much advantage againſt him, he is very willing 
to be gone out of the danger of being ſeduced 
by it. 

"ad: The Awocation which it is ahways offering to 
bis heart, from better and more worthy things. He 
cannot love God, and delight in him, and pleaſe 
himſelf with him as he would do, for the world : 
though the world be in ſome degree crucified to 
him, and heto it, yet *tis always tampering with 
his heart, and ſuing for his affeions, &c. and ſo 
he is weary of it. But - | 


Secondly, He earneſtly deſires to be with.Chriſt in 
heaven, Pal. 73. 25. Whom have 1.in heaven but 
thee ? And he deſires to be with Chriſt in — : 
0 K 2 If. 


332 Of the Progreſs of a Believer, &c. 


1/t. For the full freedom from Sin, and compleat 
Holmeſs, which he foreſees there to be had and enjoyed. 
When he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, 1Joh.3.2. 
And this was Paul's defire after the Reſurrection, 
Phil. 3. 11. If by any means T might attain to the re- 
ſarre&ion, ( that is) the ſtate in which the dead 
in Chriſt ſhall riſe, that is z» g/ory, 1 Cor. 15. 43. 
Perfe&ion of grace is glory, and in thar ſtate the 
godly man ariſcs. 

24ly, For that full contentment and ſatisfaftion 
which he propounds to himſelf in the enjoyment of Chriſt. 
He finds a ſweetneſs in the preſence of Chriſt 
here, in that communion which he has with him 
in Heaven. By the taſte of Foſhua's Grapes in 
the Wilderneſs, he judges what *tis to fit under 
the Vine in Canaan; In thy preſence, ſays the Pſal- 
miſt, is fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore, Pſal. 
IG. IT. 

34ly, For the great Advantages which Saints have 
in heaven to glorify God. "The great ambition of a 

odly man is not his own honour, but the glory 
of God. Now he finds that in this life he cannot 
praiſe him as he ſhould, nor exalt him as he would. 
Nay, he finds that God is very often a Sufferer in 
his Honour, by reaſon of his weakneſs, inconſtan- 
cy, and uneven walking ; therefore he would 
fain be in that eſtate wherein he ſhall eternally 
glorify God, and never more diſhonour him. So 
here he joys in hope of the glory of God, (that 
is) not only of his being made glorious by the gift 
of God, but God being glorified by himſelf, in 
hope of glorifying God. | 
But ſome may object and fay, 


Objea. This deſire of death ſeems to be above the 


ordinary £xperience of Chriſtians, There. 1s rarely a 
man 


. 
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man to be found among the beſt of Saints, that 
js not deſirous to abide in the world as bad as *tis, 


rather than to go out of it, and that is not hear- 


tily afraid of death. 


Anſw. 1. I anſwer, Among ſincere Chriſtians many 
are weak, and of Inttle growth, Though a man 
have not attained ſuch a willingneſs to entertain 
death as ſome have, he may be ſincerely godly, 
and growing to it. | 

Anſw. 2. You mu#t take theſe conjunly, 4 deſire 
to depart, and be with Chrit. So Chriſtians can 
ordinarily ſubſcribe and fay, I deſire to depart, and 
be with Chriftf. Looking on the one as enough to 
{weeten the other, and make it deſirable ; elſe it 
were better for a Chriſtian to be with Chriſt as 
he is, than die and not be with him. This Paul 
intimates 1n the next words, which x far better. 
As a dinner of herbs where love is, Prov. 15. 17. is 
better than a ſtalled ox with hatred. A Wilderneſs 
with Manna, is better than the Fleſh-pots in Egypt : 50 
to be gone out of this world, . and be with Chriſt, 
is far better than to be in this world. 

Anſw. 3. The one part mu#t be underſtood as abſo- 
lutely deſired, the other but relatively, to that im its re- 
lation to the other. To be with Chriſt, a Chriſtian 
deſires abſolutely, he aims at it in all his faith 
and holineſs; but die he deſires not at all, fave 
only as it ſerves to bring him to Chriſt ; as Chriſt 
laid down his life to take it up, Joh. 10. 17. There- 


fore doth my Father love me, becauſe 1 lay down my 


life, that I might take it again. SO earneſt willing- 
neſs, excludes not real unwillingneſs ; as a man 
deſires to have his Leg or Arm- cut off to pre- 
ſerve his Body, yet is really unwilling to have 
the one or the other cut off. 

Os K 3 4thly,. 
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4thly, The beFt of Chriſtians are not always a&tu- 
ally aſſured of this conjun#ion, and relation of death, 
and veing with Chrift , and then they cannot deſire 
dzath at al/, Death cannot be deſired, but as it's 
a paſlage to Jeſus Chriſt ; toki away that order 
which it has to a Chriſtian, s being with Chriſt, 
and tis undeſirable ; and a Ciiiiftian is not always 
ſure that when he dies, he ſhali be with Chriſt. 
thly, Though 2 Chritian do heartily deſire to de- 
part, and be with Corist, yet he canvot fix his deſire up- 
on any particular point of time for them, as to ſay, 
Now I deſire to depart, and be with Chriff, Por, 

I, Ciriſtians uſaaily defire ſomewhat be- 
tween them and death, which they apprehend 
conducing to their better dying, as David requeſts 
of the Lord, Spare me a little, that T may recover 
my ſtrength before T go hence ; and, as Moſes, Lord, 
let me go over Jordan, &c. But now it's not the 
caſe of every Chriſtian that he can fix upon the 
time, and ſay as Simeon, Lord, now lette#F thou thy 
ſervant depart in peace. Fvery Chriſtian cannot 
{ay ſo, though he has a deſire to depart, and be with 
ChriFt. 

2. They muff be determined by the Will of God, 
however for the time, and not by their own aſſiynment ; - 
as Simeon, Now diſmiſſe#t thou thy ſervant in peace, 
Lnke 2. 29. So Paul, I know not which to chuſe, 
Philip. 1. 22. And fo much for the proof of this 
Point, That well-ſetled and eſtabliſhed Chriſtians do 
live in an earne#t deſire to leawe this world, and be 
with Chrift in Heaven, T come now to the Uſes. 
And firſt; | 


T Uſe. By this we may Judge of our Attainments 
mn Chriſtianity. Tf our hearts ſtick faſt to. the 
world, and we have no mind to leaye it. If our 
| | deſires 
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deſires after Heaven be. looſe and cool, "tis: a fign 


| 

ith 
we have mads little progreſs in Chriſtianity. If if 
we be Chriſtians at all, natural morion is ftron- 
ger toward the end ; as a Stone falling to. the [0 
earth, the nearer it comes to the ground, the 
{wifter *tis in motion, So. the further we grow i 


in Chriltianity, the more heavenly-natur'd we 
grow, and ſo the more deſirous to be there ; eve- 
ry thing tends to its natural place. The more we 
grow in Grace, the more fight we have of the 
excellency of Heaven, and fo are more willing 
to leave the world. Heaven is the, Chriſtian's 
Centre, and the nearer he comes to. it, the fafter 
he moves toward it. Time, and experience of 
the world, may make us leſs eſteem earthly 
things, but Grace only makes us. willing to leave 
them, becauſe it. only raiſes our deſires. to Heaven; 
for till we know and hope for better, we are 
never content to leave what we have, though. wc 
be never fo ſorry and undeſirable. Secondly : 


Ule 2. Th ſerves. to bumble ns for our umwilling- 
weſs to leave the worid, and weak deſire to be with 
Chrift. *Tis an evidence of our little proficien- 
cy, or improficiency under means of Grace, when 
*tis little 10. our minds and unpleaſing; we hardly 
leave the world, and join with Chriſt a little 
while, a Sabbath, an hour; when it's. grievous 
£0. us to part with any thing in the world for 
Chrift, when we take little care to get and keep 
that communion with him which we might have 
in this world. Thirdly : 


Uſe 3. This ſerves to perſwade Chriſtians to fet 
ther affe& ions 0n things above, Cololl. 3+ TI» That 
they may be looſe from theſe earthly things, and 

| K 4 live 
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live in a deſire to depart, and be\with Chriff, 
For, | BE | 


t. The will aſſure you of your attainment of your 
deſire. Earneſt deſire to depart, and be with Chri#t, 
is a certain evidence that when you depart, you 
ſhall be with Chriſt in Heaven, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in 2 Tim. 4. 8. Henceforth is Ikcid up for me 
a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous 
Fudge ſhall grve me at that day : and not to me only, 
but unto all them aljo that lowe his appearing ; (that is) 
his coming to receive them to himſelf, &c. that 
long to ſee the very firſt glimpſe that is to be had 
of him 5 as when a man looks for a Friend 
coming by Sea, he longs to ſee the top of the 
Sails of the Ship that brings htm: ſo the Soul that 
loves the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt, if' there be 
any ſign of his coming to receive them to him- 
felf, they rejoice to fee the very tops of the Sails 
of: that Ship that brings Jeſus Chriſt to them. 
The Lord will never fruſtrate ſuch adeſire; open 


thy mouth thus wide, and it ſhall be filled, if 


Heaven be enough to fill it. 


2. It will make all eaſy that is to be ſuffered by the 
2ay.If once you attain to this,that you can deſire to 
die, and be with Chriſt, you will not ſtick at ſuf- 
ferings on this fide death; that being the King of 
Terrors, all other Fears are but its Subjects, and 
terrible only as they ſerve under its Banner to 
fubdue men to it, and bring them under its 
power ; as Paul argued, Ads 21. 13. I am ready 
rot only to be bound, but-al/o to die at Feruſalem, for 
the name of the Lord Feſms. If to die, no doubt 
to be bound, £3 
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ACTS XX. 24. 


That 1 may finiſh my courſe with joy, and the 
miniſtry which Þ have received of the Lord 
Jeſus, to teſtify the poſpel of the grace of 


od. 


T HE laſt and greateſt ſtep to, or into a Chriſtian's 

perfe& ion, is the Soul's reſignation in death. Death, 
as *tis alike certain and inevitable to all men, ſo 
'tis equally profitable and advantagious to all Be- 
lievers. But it muſt be noted, it's eaſy and com- 
fortable to ſome more, to others lefs, in a great 
variety ; as Fob ſaid concerning men, ſo we may 
fay of Chriſtians, One dies in his full frength, another 
in the bitterneſs of his ſeul, Job 21. 23. (that 1s) one 
dies mourning and dejeced, another joyous and 
CR which was Paul's ambition in theſe 
words : 


That I may fmiſh my courſe with joy. 
The Life of man us a Race, and fo is his Work. 


Firlt, His Life is a Race. Every man runs from 
the womb to the grave; a Stage far ſhorter to 
ſome indeed than 'tis to others, but it's a Race 
to all. | 


2dly, His Work im his Life-time is a Race. Man 
is a buſy Creature, and doth much Work, ſuch as 
it 1s, in a little time, and therefore his action in 
this World is not only called in Scripture - 
, watlk- 


x 38 of the Progreſs of a Believer, &c. 


walking, as Job 9.25. My days are ſwifter than a 
po#t : they flee away, they fee no good. But it's cal- 
ted his running, and running his courſe, as in the 
Text ; and in Ter. 8.. 6. Every man turned to his 
courſe, as the horſe ruſheth into:the battel ; ( that is) 
to his own way and actions. Fohn's work in the 
Miniſtry is calted his courſe, A4&s 13.25. 4s Fohbr 
fulfilled his courſe, he ſaid, &c. And ſo Paul ſpeak- 
ing of Chriſtian practice, tells the Galatians, Ye 
@:d run well, Gal. 5.7. And thus the Apoitle's own 
work was his courſe in which he proceedd with 
att extraordinary {wiftneſs ; 1 laboured more abun- 
dantly thaz they all, x Cor. 15. 10. But the courfe 
which he here ſpeaks of finiſhing, is that of his 
life, the other of his Miniſterial work being pre- 
tently fubjoined, 4nd the. miniſtsy which TI have re- 
ceived.” Both theſe Races had the ſame period 
ur Paul's intention at leaſt, and probably m per- 
formance ( though not the ſame ſpeech ) ; it was 
the Apoltle's intention not to. leave off the work 
of his Miniſtry during the term of his lite ; and 
Nis great deſire was, that when he ſhould finiſh 
the one, and ſo be taken off from the other, he 
might finj{h both with joy, the courſe of his life, 
and the courſe of his work ; Thar I may finiſh my 
courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have recerved. 

Of the former, I may finiſh—— 

' There is nothing wherein according to nature a man 
2s 1076 paſjiue than bis. death, and yet even death it 
ſelf is ſometimes attributed to men as their own att. 
All men are active to their own death in ſinning, 
which is the meritorious and procuring cauſe of 
it; the wages of ſin is death. Godly men are 
active in their own death; in a wiliing reſignation 
of themſelves, and delivering up of their Souls 
into the hand of God, as *tis ſaid of Facob, Gen. 
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49. ult. He yielded up the ſpirit : So for a man to 


finiſh his courſe, is to die, and depart this life, 
which Paul earneſtly deſires to do with joy. 


And hence we may obſerve, 


Dodtr. That it is a Chriſtion's great concernment, 
that he may depart this life with ſpiritual joy and com- 
fort ; or while he lives, to conſult and provide for a 
comfortable dying. Becauſe firſt, 


Real. x. A Chriſtian is ſubje& to many Troubles in 
his life-time. In the world, ſays St. John, ye ſhall 
have tribulation, John 16. It's a ſad thing, after a 
weariſom day, to lie down in ſorrow. A ſervant, 
ſays Fob, waits earneſtly for the ſhadow of the even- 
ing, Job. 7. 2. ( that is) of his going to his reſt 
afcer his days-work ; whether you live regularly 
or looſely, if you ſtick to rule, men will be upon 
you ; if you ſin, God will rebuke you. 2dly, 


Reaſ. 2. 4 Chriſtian has great need of ſpiritual joy 
to ſupport him again+t the ſorrows with which death 
7s naturally accompanied. Death is fo ſforrowful -Y 
thing, that it would be too much miſery to x 
godly man to endure it, without ſpiritual comfort ; 
and therefore as God in kindneſs to him, will not 
leave him altogether defticute of it in ſo needful 
a time, ſo he himſelf is highly concerned to make 
the beſt and moſt effe&tual proviſion for it. There 
are three ſorts of ſorrows of death, that make 
ſpiritual comfort highly needful to a dying (Chri- 
ſtian; . 


Firſt, The forrow of the parting between Soul and 
Body. This is the moſt proper and immediate ſor- 
; TOW 
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row of death ; the union between Soul and Body 
is ſuch as makes diviſion grievous to the perſon. 
Death of ic ſelf is an enemy to Nature, and 
therefore it muſt needs be a very forrowful thing 
to come under its hands; even Chritt himſelf, 
that had no fin in him, was afraid of it, and 
prayed againſt it, Hebr. 5. 7. When he had offered 
up prayers ani ſupp.ications, with ſtrong crying and 
fears unto him that was able to ſave him from death, 
and was heard in that he feared, The Scripture 
ſers forth this by many ſignihcant exprefiions, as 
the pains of death, Acts 2. 24 Whom God hath rai- 
fed up, having looſed the pains of death. And again, 
the terrors of death, and the king of terrors, as 
Job 18. 14. His confidence ſhall be rooted ont of his 
tabernacle, and it ſhall bring him to the king of ter- 
rors. Again, it's called rhe bitterneſs of death, 
I SAM. I5. 32. And Agag ſaid, Surely the bitterneſs 
of death is paff, And then it's called rhe ſorrows 
of death, as Dawid ſays in Pal. 18. 4. The ſorrows of 
death compaſſed mz, Now ſezing death is unavoi- 
dable, and has in it ſelf ſo much grievouſneſs, 
men have great need of comfort to make it eaſier 
and more tolerable. 
Secondly, The ſorrow of parting with preſent mer- 
cies and comforts that we have had the uſe of, ( if a 
man has not hopes of better ) rhis alſo is wery grie- 
wvoirs 3 though be gets better , yet "tis hard to leave 
the comforts which we have been uſed to, and in which 
Gor? has been kind to ns. Tt's ſaid of Hezekzab, that 
when the meſſage of death came to him, he wepr 
fore, » Kings 29. 3. though he knew his paſſage 
from kence was inco a far better place ; therefore 
God is uſually pleaſed to mortify men to the 
World by Ape and Sickneſs, before Death comes, 


to make it eaſier parting with preſent comforts. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, The ſorrow of God's Rebukes and Re- 
roofs for Sin. Death commonly brings Sin to remem- 
brance, and awakens Conſcience 10 inveigh againft 
the Soul for it. So Conſcience will tell us ar ſuch 
a time when Death's approaching, it will mind 
us of our Sins of Omiflion, the undue expence 
of precious time, the loſs of opportunities for ſpi- 
ritual benefit. It will mind us of the careleſs uſe 
of the means of Grace. Sins of Commiſion, in 
which a man has diſhonoured God, or been inju- 
rious to man. Theſe things uſually come to re- 
membrance at ſuch a time, and Conſcience falls 
fiercely on the Soul for them ; and this is plainly 
the Reproofs of the Almighty within a man, Con- 
ſcience being his Deputy and Remembrancer ; 
yea, Death it ſelf is a Rebuke for Sin. God 
would never put us to the pains of Death, were it 
not that we have ſinned: As when God pardoned 
the ſin of David, yet he appointed him rhe ſword 
to dwell m his houje, as a forrowful memorial of his 
ſin, 2 Sam. 12. 10. fo he appoints all his people 
many afflictions in this life, t'.ough he forgives 
their ſin ; and Death at laſt, as an unavoidable 
Rebuke for fin: As if he ſhould ſay, I take away 
your ſin, and free you from the curſe of my 
Law ; but yet not a man of you ſhall get to Hea- 
ven, but through the pains of dcath, through rhe 
dark walley of the ſhadow of death. Yea, many 
times Chriſtians have Reproofs given them in 
their Death, for ſome particular Sins which God 
oives them notice of ; as Moſes and Aaron died in 
the Wilderneſs for a Reproof of their Unbelief : 
And many of the Corinthians were judged of 
God in their Death for their Sin about the Holy 
Supper, x Cor. 11. that is, as the Apoſtle there 
expounds it, They were chaſtened of God, that they 
| might 


142 Of the Propreſs of a Believer, &c; 


might not be condemned. And this 15 4 very forrow- 
ful thing to be ſmitten with Death in a Rebuke 
for Sin, as Moſes complains of it, Deutr. 4. 22. The 
Lord ſware again$t me, that T ſhall not go into the 
land of Canaan, Thus Death is fo ſorrowful a 
thing, as wouid be coo much for a Chriſtian to 
endure, without ſpiritual comfort to take off the 
bitterneſs of it. | 


Real. 3. It ws highly due to the Honour of Chri- 
ſtianity, that a Chriſtian ſhould die comfortably in the 
exerciſe of ſpiritual joy. Chriſtianity propounds life 
and glory to be enjoyed after Death, and teaches 
men to accept of Death as a paſſage to ſuch hap- 
pineſs as eye bath not ſeen, &c. Bleſſed are the 
dead dying in the Lord, Rev. 14. 13. Now if they 
that hold up this Profeflion among men, ſhould 
be as fadiv furprized wich Death,” and as much 
affrighted and appaled at it as other men , this 
wouid bring a ſhame upon their Profeſſion, and 
lay it open to the reproach of thoſe who will te 
ready to ſay, I thought you had been going home 
co Jour Father, to your beloved Jeſus Chriſt, to 
your bleſſed Inheritance, &c. and can you die 
forrowfully 2 Thus Chriſtians are exercifed with 

reat Affictions, and no appearing help. Adver- 
_ are preſently ready to ask, Where now is 
your God? and there is no ſufficicnt Anſwer, but 
to acknowledge his comforting and ſupporting 
preſence; where is He ? why, here he is in our 
hearrs and ſouls, ſtrengthning and upholding us. 
So 'tis in the caſe of Death; no maintaining the 
credit of Religion againſt Reproach, but by re- 
joicing in the Lord whenwe are going out of the 
world ; and therefore our great care ſhould be, 


that we may die in peace with God. 
Reaſ. 
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Real. 4. I's a neceſſary part of a Chriſtian's owe 
to thoſe whom he leaves behmd him, to die chearfuliy. 
A Chriſtian's chearful Death eaſes the ſorrow of 
ſurviving Friends; and we ſhould 


1. Endeavour ſo to go out of the world, as to leave 
them as little trouble as may be that ſtay behind u«: 
Eſpecially to provide what we can, that if they 
mourn, they may not mourn as thoſe without hope 
CONCETNINgus . 


2. But beſides this, A Chriſtian's chearful .anf 
comfortable dying, is an encouragement to others to fol- 
low him in the way of Chriſtianity. Balaam himfelf 
deſired to die the death of the righteous 5 but where 
grace is, the death of the righteous will encon- 
rage a man to live the life of the righteous, con- 
ſidering, as the Apoſtle ſays, rhe end of their conver- 
ſation, Hebr. 13. 7. Now for the Ulcs. 


Uſe tr. Hence we learn, That the work and care 
.of a Chriſtian as laſting as hu life, When he is 
converted to God, and -believes in Chrift , he 
muſt take care to live well; and when he has 
walked with God, and demeaned himſelf like a 
Chriſtian in his converſation, he muſt have a 
care alſo to die well, that he may depart in peace, 
and in the joy of -the Lord. They greatly mi- 
ſtake, that think a Chriſtian once juſtified and 
adopted, has no more to do but ſtay the time 
when he ſhall go to Heaven. He muſt take heed 
how: he lives. and have a care how he dies; fo 
that living and dying, he has peculiar Duties to 
attend. 


Uſe n. 
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Uje 2. It ſhews the happineſs of a Chriſtian in his 
death. He dies ſuch a death as will not only bear 
joy and comfort, but requires it. He has not on- 
ly cauſe to rejoice when he goes out of this world, 
but ought to do it : Bleſſed are the dead dying in the 
Lord, Rev. 14. 13. Men of this world pleaſe 
themſelves in the preſent delights of their life, 
but that's a happy life indeed which tends to a 
pleaſurable and truly joyous end. 


Uſe 3. The third Uſe teaches and'i exhorts Chri- 
ſtians, to be always providing not only for a ſafe, but 
a comfortable death. And to this end take theſe 
few Directions following, 


| Dire. 1. Be diligent to aſſure your ſelves that you 
are reconciled to God in Feſus Chritt, and at peace 
ith him, The great terror of death is, that it 
brings men to the Bar of God's great judgment. 
But when we are once ſure of Pardon, we may 
ſafely expe a juſtifying Sentence, and an Adju- 
dication to Glory. And there is no danger in ap- 
pearing before that Judge by whom we ſhall cer- 
tainly. be acquitted, when a man can ſay, I am 
going to my God, my Father, my Redeemer, &c. 
This will make it comfortable dying, as our Sa- 
viour ſaid, TI go to my Father, and your Father. This 
aſlurance made Paul triumph over death, as in 
Rom. 8. 38. Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent , nor things 
zo come, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God 
which in Chrift Feſwus our Lord, And ſoin 1 Cor. 
IF. 55. O death, where s thy ſting? O grave, where 


% 


x thy wittory ? 
DireR. 2s 
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DireR. 2. Be much in meditation of heaven, accord- 
ng to the report that Scripture grues of it 53 that 
which 1s more and better than Eye has feen, or 
Ear heard ; yea, a fulneſs of joy : Or, as as Eliphaz 
ſaid to Fob of hearing, Fob 5. 27. Hear this, and 
know it for thy ſelf. Think of theſe things for your 
ſelves— How happy ſhall I be if once I may be- 
hold the face of God in Righteouſneſs; be like 
him, and fee him as he is. When the Pro- 
digal thought what was in his Father's Houſe, it 
made him glad to return ; and that's the Argu- 
ment that our Saviour gives his Diſciples againſt 
trouble in this World, the conſideration of what 
is provided for them in his Father's Houſe : Fobn 
I4. 2. In my father's houſe are many manſions : And 
in Phil. 3. 20. Our converſation is in heaven, whence 
alſo we look for the Saviour, the Lord TFeſus Chriſt. 
We look at things not ſeen. 

Direct. 3. :Be always labouring to diſcharge your 
ſelves of earthly hopes. We are looking for fome 
contentment mn things of- this World, and that 
makes Death more unacceptable. But you have 
no certainty of any Earthly comfort that you can 
propound to your ſelves ; and be it what it will, 
there is better:to your ſatisfaction to be had in 
Heaven. Remember what Leab and Rachel ſaid 
to Facob, Is there any portion or inheritance yet for 
#5? &Cc. Gen:31.14. That. made'them willing to 
g0 into Canaan : They had. no expectation left in 
Padan- Aram. | L. 

Dire. 4. Endeavour always to maintain upright- 
neſs and ſincerity of heart. That's the comfort of 
Chriſtians while hving and dying; that's comfort 
while we live. 2 Cor. '1. 12, Our: rejoycing ts this, 
the teſtimony of. our conſcience... And when we dye, 
Pſal. 37. 37. Mark the _ man, and behold the 


upright ; 
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upright 53 for the end of that man is peace, And fo 
Prov. 14. 32. The righteous has hope in his death. 

Direct. 5. Diligcntly apply your ſelves ta alt duties 
of righteouſneſs and gooduefs toward men. Ft.conduces 
much to the comtort of our death, to live as, in 
the exerciſe of holineſs toward God, ſo in pra- 
&tice of honeſty and goodneſs to. men. It helps 
tO make a man wait with confidence for the com- 
ing of Chriſt : Tir. 2. 12, 13. Teaching us, that de- 
7ying ungodlineſs and worldly lufts, we fhould live ſ0- 
berly, righteoufly , and godly in ths preſent world ;; 
Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God, and; our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Seg 
how Paul takes his dying leave of the Epheſians, 
though he was not preſently to die, A&s 20. 33. 
I hawe coveted no man's ſilver , or gold, or apparel. 
Sixthly and Laftly : 

Dire&. 6. Live in a.'continaal exerciſe of faith in 
Tefus Chriſt for remiſſion of fin , and twerlafting life. 
Be always crufting, and renewing your confidence 
in Chriſt : There is no preferving our aflurance 
of peace with God, no maintaining of our hope 
of: glory, without continual recourfe had to the 
great Advocate, for the faving benefits of his Me- 
diation. He can: never dye comfortably , that 
doth not always live by faith : 2 /Z:m. 4. 7. 1 bave 
fought a good fight, 1 have finiſhed: my courſe, I have 
kept the faith. The continual exerciſe of judg- 
ment and holy diſcretion in our Actions,is a keep- 
ing of Judgment; P/al. 106. 3. Bleſſed are they that 
keep jurdgment , and he that doth righteouſneſs at all 
7Fimes : So the continual exerciſe of Faith is a keep< 
ing of Faith ; which confirms the Soul againſt the 
fear of Death and Judgment. . 2 Zim: 1. 12. 1 
know whom I have. believed, and 1 am perſuaded that 


be is able to keep that which 1 have committed =_ 
1113 


Of the Progreſs of a Believer, 8&c. 147 

him againſt that day. Thus now have I endea- 
voured to ſhew you what is neceſſary to a Chri- 
ſtian's comfortable paſſage through this World ; 
and thar's the laſt thing of a Chriſtian's motion 
towards his Perfeftion, To go well out of this 
World. And now this work of a Chriſtian's 


motion rowards his Perfe&ion, I ſhall conclude 
with this : 1 have finiſhed my courſe. | 


